
 

 

 

Assessment at St Joan of Arc  

A guide for parents of Year 12 and 13 students 

 

 

 

 

Reporting in Year 12 and 13 

All students at St Joan of Arc will be issued with one report each term.  For each subject the reports will 

show: 

an attitude to learning (ATL) judgement (now revised – see separate page):  - / = / + / ++ 

an end of GCE target grade  

a predicted grade  (Year 13 only in the Autumn term) 

a professional judgement of student progress towards their target grade:  

Approaching Meeting Exceeding Mastering 

  

Student does not yet 

demonstrate the 

expected level of 

knowledge and skill to 

suggest target grade will 

be achieved 

 

  

Student demonstrates a 

level of knowledge and 

skill to suggest they are 

working in line with 

their target grade 

  

Student demonstrates a 

level of knowledge and 

skill to suggest they are 

working above the level 

expected to achieve 

their target grade 

  

Student is working 

consistently above the 

level expected, 

suggesting they should 

comfortably exceed their 

target grade 

 

This gives you a clear indication of whether your child is on target to reach their potential. 

 

 

 

 

How will assessment change in Year 12 and 13? 

Wholesale changes in assessment at GCE means that every school has a responsibility to formulate an 

assessment system which works most successfully for its students.   

Year 12 / 13 students will be assessed on an A*-E grading scale, with all courses assessed on this scale at the 

end of Year 13.   

   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Assessment for Learning 

Day-to-day formative assessment remains the bedrock of effective teaching and learning.  Teachers will inform 

students what is successful about a piece of work and what could be done to improve it.  This will be communicated 

in writing and / or verbally, depending on the nature of the work and the subject.  Effective and proactive student 

response to feedback is integral to the progress of every student.   

More formally assessed work in Year 12 and 13 will be undertaken regularly and will be given a GCE grade, with 

each of the grades subdivided into fine grades: + / = / -.  You will see work in your son’s / daughter’s books and 

folders which has been assessed using this system. 

 

How can I support my child to make good progress? 

Talk to your son / daughter about their lessons – demonstrate a supportive and active interest in upcoming 

assessments and teacher feedback 

Provide your son / daughter with a distraction-free working area at home 

Support your son / daughter to complete homework – check the Show My Homework website regularly 

Support your son / daughter’s literacy – encourage them to read regularly and widely – consider a culture of 

reading for all the family 

Attend school evenings such as the Academic Review evening 

Ensure your son / daughter adopts good lifestyle habits – getting enough sleep, exercise, the right foods and a social 

life are all integral to a well-balanced teenager 

Ensure your son / daughter has high attendance and outstanding punctuality – there is a direct link between high 

attendance and achievement  

Praise your son / daughter for their efforts and achievements 

Support the school in ensuring that your son / daughter abides by the School Code of Conduct and is supportive of 

the school’s Mission Statement: ‘Love Christ, Inspire Others’.   

Support the school’s behaviour policy and sanctions as appropriate. 

 



 

 

Attitude to Learning 

Reference Sheet    

 

ATL:  ++ 

This student is exceptionally hard working and highly motivated.  This is because of one, a combination, or all of 

the following indicators: 

 The student consistently demonstrates a responsibility for his/her own learning, going above and beyond 

the task provided.  

 The student is extremely well organised. 

 The student consistently demonstrates initiative and a strong, independent and positive attitude to 

learning.  

 Classwork and homework tasks are always completed to the highest standards and very often reflect an 

outstanding level of effort. 

 

ATL:   + 

This student’s application is consistently good and often very good.  This is because of one, a combination, or all of 

the following indicators: 

 The student is both motivated and hardworking and is determined to achieve.    

 The student is well-organised student and is keen to advance his/her learning.   

 The student demonstrates initiative and is able to identify areas of weakness and ask for help.   

 Homework is almost always completed to the best of his/her ability. 

 

ATL:  = 

This student is meeting the minimum expectations, but must endeavour to apply themselves more concertedly as 

an increased level of application would ensure higher level understanding and skill development.  This is because 

of one, a combination, or all of the following indicators: 

 Tasks are completed, but rarely beyond a satisfactory level.   

 Organisation is usually good, but can vary. 

 Homework is usually completed to a satisfactory level, but may seem rushed.  

 Behaviour is usually good, but can fluctuate. 

 

ATL:   - 

This student is working below expectations and demonstrates a lack of motivation to learn because of one, a 

combination, or all of the following indicators: 

 The student shows minimal commitment to studies and may demonstrate a negative attitude which 

adversely affects his/her learning and that of other students. 

 Organisation may be poor. 

 Completion of classwork and homework may be infrequent and / or of a very basic standard. 

 Behaviour may be poor or inconsistent and often affects learning. 

 The student may have repeatedly demonstrated a disrespectful attitude towards staff and/or students. 


