
BIOLOGY

EXAM BOARD: OCR.  COURSE TITLE:  BIOLOGY A.  COURSE CODE: H420

COURSE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Please visit the Sixth Form Admissions page on the school website for general and subject specific

entry recommendations and requirements.

OVERVIEW OF COURSE CONTENT

Biology A level is a linear course examined after two years.  It comprises 6 taught modules and

students must show evidence of having developed biology practical skills across a minimum of 12

compulsory practical activity groups (PAGS).  The evidence is accumulated in a lab portfolio which is

available for inspection and attracts a pass/fail practical endorsement.

First Year

Module 1:  Development of Practical Skills in Biology

Module 2:  Foundations in Biology

Module 3:  Exchange and Transport

Module 4:  Biodiversity, Evolution and Disease

There is a compulsory 1 day field trip during the first year where students have the opportunity to

practise field sampling skills and statistical analysis relevant to the PAGS.

Second Year

Module 5:  Communication, Homeostasis and Energy

Module 6:  Genetics, Evolution and Ecosystems

KEY FEATURES OF THE COURSE

FACILITIES / RESOURCES / VISITS

As with all A level courses, the biology course aims to develop students as independent learners.

Successful students must be prepared to spend a significant proportion of their study time reading

around the subject and adding to the notes given in class.

The Science department is well stocked with reference books and will meet the cost of practical

science materials.  Students are required to buy basic resources for use at home, including

textbooks, lab books, a lab coat, and to contribute to the cost of the field course.  From time to time

there may be opportunities to visit research institutions, attend exhibitions or hear lectures, often in

London.  These optional activities may attract additional costs.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Biology is a fun, but challenging subject that develops the analytical, research and communication

skills valued by employers in science and non-science careers.  It forms an excellent basis for further

study at university in a variety of fields including: medicine and related subjects, physiology,



biochemistry, biomechanical engineering, forensic science and other biomedical or ecological

sciences.


