
ECONOMICS
EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL – COURSE CODE: 9EC0

COURSE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Please visit the Sixth Form Admissions page on the school website for general and subject specific

entry recommendations and requirements.

To prepare for the course you should ensure you can find percentages, use index numbers, draw

and interpret graphs.  If you are interested in studying economics we would also suggest you

regularly watch the news, visit the BBC website every day and read newspapers such as the

Guardian, Times and Financial Times.

OVERVIEW OF COURSE CONTENT

The Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in Economics A is structured into four themes and

consists of three externally examined papers, 2hrs per paper.

Students build knowledge and understanding of core economic models and concepts in Themes 1

and 3, covering Markets and Business Behaviour (Microeconomics), which is Paper 1 and then build

on this and apply their knowledge to more complex concepts and models in Themes 2 and 4,

covering the National and Global Economy (Macroeconomics), which is Paper 2.  Paper 3 is the

combinations of both Microeconomics and Macroeconomics

Students will need to apply their knowledge and understanding to both familiar and unfamiliar

contexts in the assessments and demonstrate an awareness of current economic events and

policies.  20% of the assessment for each paper is based on numerical questions.

The four themes are:

Theme 1:  Introduction to markets and market failure

Theme 2:  The UK economy – performance and policies

Theme 3:  Business behaviour and the labour market

Theme 4:  A global perspective

KEY FEATURES OF THE COURSE

This is an excellent subject for the numerate, literate and able student and combines well with most

subjects. GCSE Maths is needed, not because of any formal mathematical content, but as an

indication of analytical ability.  Economics can form the basis of many different university courses or

careers.  It is a qualification respected by university admissions tutors as an indication of analytical

ability.  It can be a complement to other A levels in the Sciences, Social Sciences or Humanities and

may lead to degree courses in any discipline.  


