
HISTORY

EXAM BOARD: OCR – COURSE CODE: H505

COURSE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Please visit the Sixth Form Admissions page on the school website for general and subject specific

entry recommendations and requirements.

Students should have a;

● willingness to read widely and frequently on the subject

● carry out independent research

● an appetite and curiosity for the studying of History

● ability to write fluently

● a desire to participate in class discussion

● determination and motivation to do work both inside of the classroom and outside during

independent study

● the ability to balance 3 different units at the same time

OVERVIEW OF COURSE CONTENT

The A level is made up of 4 units on the below:

Unit 1: British period study and enquiry:  Britain 1930-1997, Enquiry Topic Churchill 1930-1951.

25% of A level; 1 hour 30 mins Exam Paper.

Unit 2: Non-British period study:  French Revolution and the rule of Napoleon 1774-1815. 15% of A

level; 1 hour Exam Paper

Unit 3: Thematic study and historical interpretations: Russia and its Rulers 1855-1964.

40% of A level; 2 hour 30 mins Exam Paper

Unit 4: Coursework Unit - Learners will complete a 3000–4000 word essay.  20% of A Level

KEY FEATURES OF THE COURSE

The content of the course is designed to provide students with the opportunity to study some of the

key events within British, European and also world History over the last 250 years.  A strong theme

which runs throughout is the control of power and challenges to it.  Within the breadth and depth of

content students shall also be developing their skills of analysis, evaluation in relation to essay

writing but also source and interpretation handling.

Studying A Level History at St Joan of Arc shall take place within a well-resourced department that

aims to provide students with a structured learning experience but also with the opportunity to

develop the independent learning skills that are vital for further education.


