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31st March 2020 

Dear Parents, 

I hope that you are all managing to adjust to family life under the strict social distancing and stay at 
home measures that we have all been requested to follow as part of the strategy to overcome the Covid-
19 virus outbreak.  

We are only too aware, how challenging it is for families to ensure that their children keep learning 
during the school closure and we continue to reflect on what we can do to provide the support you may 
need to help you with this.  

Firstly, I thought that it would be helpful to clarify the position regarding work for students over the 
planned Easter holiday period. The school does not anticipate that students should be set daily 
work over what would be the scheduled school Easter holiday. However, some staff will have set work 
that may span across this time, as they might also do under normal conditions by setting some work for 
the holiday period. If this has been posted by one of your children’s teachers, then please treat it as you 
would for homework that would be set across a holiday period as many children, particularly in the upper 
school, would be expected to cover.   

Whilst the school is in this period of enforced closure, as far as possible, the school will attempt to 
maintain a similar pattern of work to the school term dates. Families will also need their own time to be 
together and support each other through this challenging period. Should however, families still wish to 
use the structure of learning to help manage household time over Easter, children will still be able to 
access many of the resources they have already been directed towards. 

Before the school closed for the majority of students just over a week ago, I spoke directly to all Year 10 
and 12 students, whilst Form Tutors spoke with their Year 7, 8 and 9 form classes about the importance 
of continuing to engage with learning during the oncoming period of closure. We all highlighted the fact 
that this would not be like a ‘snow closure’ which may last 1, 2 or possibly 3 days and then things would 
get back to normal after the excitement of a couple of unplanned days away from school. The reality is 
that schools have been closed ‘until further notice’ and if you have been following the daily Government 
briefings, it is clear that restrictions are not expected to be lifted for at least 2 or 3 months, and there is a 
possibility that it could be for an even longer period. Whilst this has the potential to affect the long term 
education of all children, it will have the greatest short term impact on current Year 10 & 12 students who 
will be anticipated to sit their final exams next summer. If schools remain closed for 3 months and any 
student, but particularly those in Years 10 & 12, does not continue to follow and engage with the remote 
learning provision from their teachers, by the time schools resume, those students would have effectively 
missed a terms worth of work from their GCSE or A Level studies. This equates to approximately one-
fifth of the course content and would obviously place them at a significant disadvantage next summer. 
Subject teachers have been tracking the level of engagement from students over the past week and the 
highest group of students where there has been non engagement as yet is in Year 10, which is highly 
concerning.  

We do understand that we are in the early stages of becoming used to a very different way of operating, 
not just for education, but also under the Government imposed measures, therefore I would ask you to 
contact the school urgently if there are any specific or technical reasons that may be preventing your 
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children from accessing the learning. Please contact the school by email (admin@joa.herts.sch.uk) or if 
it is a subject specific issue contact the teacher via email and we will try to provide the support needed to 
overcome any barriers to children who are unable to access the planned learning activities.  

We are currently reviewing how work will be set after Easter and will be mindful about how best to do 
this to ensure it is manageable for families, however, teachers and senior staff will begin contacting 
students and their families if they are not engaging with the planned work in the same way we would if 
the child was not completing homework or coursework under normal conditions. 

You may also be interested to know that following a plea from Watford General Hospital, St Joan’s 
worked with other local schools to coordinate a collection and subsequent delivery of over 5,000 sets of 
protective eye wear, predominantly from our Science departments, to support a need for personal 
protective equipment for nurses and front line workers at the Hospital. 

I also understand that there is a lot of information coming out via emails which can seem overwhelming 
and as a result it can be hard to track a specific email for the content you need when trying to find 
something out. In an attempt to place these pieces of information in one location, we are aiming that by 
the end of this week there will be a specific page on the school website which will have links to the 
resources and information that has been issued in relation to the current situation regarding Covid-19.   

Please stay safe and enjoy this unplanned time with your families. I urge everyone to follow the 
Government guidelines to protect our NHS and save lives but please do get in touch if you have any 
concerns or you need support. As we approach Easter, I was reminded by a colleague that one of the 
most frequently recorded phases from Jesus is, “Do not be afraid for I am with you, all will be well."  

With best wishes, 

 
Mr P Sweeney MA FCCT  
Headteacher 
 
 


