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COURSE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Please visit the Sixth Form Admissions page on the school website for general and subject specific

entry recommendations and requirements.

For the study of Geography at A level, it is expected that the students have:

● An enthusiasm for the subject of Geography

● A thirst for independent research

● The ability to write fluently and synoptically

● The motivation to take an active role in class discussions and ask questions

● Very good organisational skills

OVERVIEW OF COURSE CONTENT

The A level course is split into four strands with three exams of 2 Hour 15 minutes at the end of

the 2 years of study and one piece of coursework:

● Physical Geography: Tectonic Processes and Hazards, Coastal Landscape and Change,

The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity, The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security

● Human Geography: Globalisation, Diverse Places, Superpowers, Migration, Identity and

Sovereignty.

● Synoptic Investigation of a Contemporary Issue - A synoptic assessment of geographical

skills, knowledge and understanding (within a place-based context) from compulsory content

drawn from different parts of the course.

● Geographical Investigation - Students will complete 4 days of fieldwork as part of the A

level course.  They will complete an individual investigation, which must include data

collected in the field.  The individual investigation must be decided by the student and will be

based on the Geography course they are studying.  This will result in a 3000-4000 word

write up.

KEY FEATURES OF THE COURSE

The study of Geography at St Joan of Arc is a very popular option.  We have a team of dedicated

and enthusiastic geographers who are passionate about their subject and want the very best out of

their students.  A Level Geography students will enjoy teaching from both a physical and human

geography specialist for each part of the course.

Learning outside the classroom - Fieldwork is an integral part of the A level and students will be

given the opportunity to extend their understanding through collecting data in the field as part of their

independent investigation through a UK 2 night residential trip.  We also run an international field trip

experience, with the next trip booked for Iceland in October 2020.

Career Opportunities - Students who have studied A Level Geography are greatly sought-after.

Their ability to collect, collate and interpret data; to make decisions; to evaluate evidence, to work

independently and to express theories and arguments fluently prepares them well for university

courses and employment.




