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Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, Welcome to the start of the new 

academic year and I hope that you and your 

families were able to have an enjoyable and restful 

summer. I would especially like to extend a special 

welcome to all those families who have joined St 

Joan’s for the first time, particularly our new Year 7 

cohort who have settled into their first full week 

extremely well. 

Examination Success 

Our Sixth Form students celebrated a fantastic set 

of A Level results this summer. We are delighted 

for them and the rewards they have received from 

their hard work over the past two years and we wish 

them every success on the next stage of their 

education and careers. 

49% of all grades awarded at A* - B 

79% of all grades awarded at A* - C 

This year’s GCSE cohort also celebrated an 

excellent set of examination results, breaking the 

record of our previous best ever results in 2018. I 

was delighted to be able to celebrate these results 

with them in August and know that they have been 

rewarded for all their hard work. It has also been 

fantastic to see so many of them choosing to 

continue their studies with us in our Sixth Form 

College. 

29% of all grades awarded at 9 – 7 

68% of all grades awarded at 9 – 5 

85% of all grades awarded at 9 – 4 

84% attained 4+ in English and Maths 

63% attained 5+ in English and Maths 

These outcomes continue to demonstrate the high 

academic performance of students at St Joan’s and 

I would like to congratulate all of our students on 

their achievements and thank them for the 

outstanding contribution that they have made to our 

school.  

Science Block Refurbishment 

The building development project that will 

eventually see our existing Science Block and Hall 

be completely refurbished is now well under way. 

The Temporary accommodation has been installed 

although some delays through the summer 

regarding planning conditions have meant that it is 

still being made ready for use. Until they are ready, 

science lessons will continue to be taught in the 

existing classrooms and we now anticipate the 

move to the temporary classrooms to take place 

towards the end of this half term.  

New Catering Provision 

The school has a new catering contractor, ‘Accent’ 

who have taken over the provision from 

September. The serving area of the Café has had 

a makeover and new menus have been prepared. 

These are available to view on the school website. 

The start of term is always busy, particularly for our 

new Year 7 students as they get used to this style 

of break and lunch provision, however, this year it 

is new for everyone and this is causing the service 

to be slightly slower than anticipated. For the first 

two weeks Year 7 are allowed out of lessons 10 

minutes early to have priority access and enable 

them to get used to the system and we are 

confident that the service will speed up for all 

students over the coming weeks. Please ensure 

that your child’s online account is topped up 

regularly if they access the canteen for food on a 

daily basis and remember that Parent Pay has a 

facility to send out a low balance warning if you 

select the email notification option from your set up 

page. For students who arrive early to school, the 

school Café is open from 8:00 am when a wide 

selection of breakfast items are on sale. 

Pastoral Team Information 

From the start of this year, we have a new Pastoral 

Structure in place with two new Pastoral Assistants 

to support the work of three Learning coordinators. 

Your child’s Form Tutor still remains the main point 

of contact and individual subject teachers for 

curriculum information. However, as teachers are 
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engaged in lessons for the majority of the day, for 

urgent support parents are requested to contact 

one of the Pastoral Assistants in the first instance: 

Year 7 & 8 Pastoral Assistant: Miss Gray  

Year 9, 10 & 11 Pastoral Assistant: Mrs Rath 

Miss Simon: Learning Coordinator for Year 7 

Mr Mutugi: Learning Coordinator for Year 8 & 9 

Mr Clarke: Learning Coordinator for Year 10 & 11 

Mr Briggs: Learning Coordinator for Sixth Form 

General Routines 

As it is the start of a new term all students have 

been reminded of our expectations: that students 

at St Joan’s will always try to do their best, be 

polite, be well mannered, respectful and wear their 

uniform with pride. The importance to always work 

hard and try to produce their best work at all times, 

even when they may find learning challenging, is a 

key foundation to future success because 

developing our personal resilience to never give up 

is an essential life skill for us all. As a school we 

know from many years of past experience the value 

and importance of resilience in all aspects of a 

child’s development. Those students who work with 

an honest consistency and rise to every challenge, 

finding ways to keep going and overcome those 

challenges, are always our most successful 

students when GCSE, A Level and Degree results 

are announced. 

Parking near the school 

Traffic outside of St Joan’s is very busy at the start 

and end of the school day. Staff are on duty to help 

ensure the students enter and leave the school 

safely and in an orderly manner. If parents are 

dropping off or collecting children, please be 

considerate of our local residents when parking 

near to the school. Do not park on the yellow lines 

or close to the pedestrian crossing. There are 

several local car parks close to the school which 

provide safe pick up and drop off areas and are 

easier to get into and out of than having to always 

drive all the way through the High Street which can 

be very congested at these times. 

School Library & Resource Centre 

The school Library facilities are open from 8:15 am 

for students who arrive early to school and wish to 

either work or read in a quiet and supervised area. 

An extensive range of reading material is available 

as well as access to computer and print facilities. 

Italian Visitors 

Next week we are delighted to welcome almost 50 

students from our Italian exchange school in 

Macerata. A similar number of our students visited 

their school in Italy earlier this year to experience 

life in an Italian school and we will be returning this 

opportunity for our visitors on Monday and Tuesday 

next week. We all hope that they have an enjoyable 

and rewarding visit. 

Food Bank 

I was delighted to receive a letter of thanks from 

‘The Mill’ Food Bank who our students have been 

collecting for throughout the past year. Mrs Petrie 

and the Sixth Form students who organised these 

collections would like to pass on their thanks for 

your contributions that helped provide much 

needed support for families in need in our local 

area. Year 12 students will begin collecting for this 

charity later this term. 

New Staff 

I would like to welcome the following members of 

staff who have joined us at St Joan’s in September: 

Mr Moore and Miss Rodrigues (Geography);           

Mr Levai (History); Miss Laurito (Languages);          

Mr Rose (Mathematics): Mr Salem (Science);              

Miss Rai (English); and Mrs Kerr (Business 

Studies). I am sure that you will join with me in 

wishing them every success, they bring with them 

a tremendous amount of experience and are 

looking forward to the contribution they can make 

to further enhance our great school. 

With best wishes and blessings for the week 

ahead, 

Mr P Sweeney                     

Headteacher 


