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Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, The students have settled in very 

well to the new term and the attitude in the 

classrooms I have visited and around the school 

has been very positive. It is important that you 

reinforce the message we have been giving to all 

students that they ensure the work completed now 

is to the best of their ability as this will help lay the 

foundations for success later in this academic year 

and future years. 

Open Events for prospective students 

I would like to draw your attention to Thursday 3rd 

and Friday 4th October, when our ‘Open Events’ for 

prospective parents and students take place. As 

these are significant and very important days for 

the school, some adjustments are necessary to the 

start and finish times on both days. 

To help prepare for these major school events 

there will be an accelerated timetable to ensure 

students still get access to all their lessons and 

lunch before an early closure at 2:00 pm. For 

parents new to the school, we use an accelerated 

timetable to ensure all 5 lessons for that day are 

still covered in slightly shorter (45 minute) lessons 

and a full lunch service will be available. The school 

buses have been notified of this change and Peter 

Reynolds buses will collect students at the earlier 

time. All students are all expected to be available 

to help at Open Evening either by giving tours to 

parents (Usually by Sixth Form, Year 11 or Year 10 

students) or by working in designated subject 

areas. The following morning, Friday 4th October is 

an ‘Open Morning’ where parents can view the 

school, as it would be as close to a normal working 

day as possible. All students in Years 7, 8 and 9 

are required to be in school to follow lessons as 

normal and in full school uniform. The Student 

Executive and Sixth Form community volunteers 

will also be in attendance to provide tours for 

parents and support for students during the day. 

Year 10 and 11 students will have an academic 

study day. Teachers will either set work in advance 

or use ‘Show My Homework’ to post information on 

work to be undertaken. School will close after 

‘Open Morning’ has finished at 12:30 pm to 

facilitate staff training. (The Café will be open 

before school and at break but not for lunch 

service). The Peter Reynolds bus service will 

collect at the earlier time. 

Italian Visitors 

At the start of this week we welcomed a group of 

50 students and four staff from our Italian exchange 

school in Macerata. Our visitors were delighted by 

the reception and welcome they all received and 

thoroughly enjoyed their experience. Students and 

staff spent time in a variety of lessons and activities 

over two days. I would like to thank Mrs Mangion 

and the Language Department for facilitating this 

visit and we look forward to being able to make a 

return visit to Macerata next year. 

PFA 

For parents new to the school I would like to 

introduce you to the work of our PFA (Parents and 

Friends Association) who are a dedicated group of 

volunteers willing to give some time back to our 

school to help with a wide range of additional 

activities which support our strong community 

ethos. To find out more about their work, please 

take a look at their ‘Facebook’ page and then click 

‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ to keep in touch. Their first event 

of this year is the annual ‘Comedy Night’ on the 

12th October. Detailed information is available on 

the attached flyer or their Facebook page where 

tickets can be purchased by following this link: 
www.pta-events.co.uk/Pfajoa  

Another date for your diaries is Friday 29th 

November when the PFA will host the very popular 

Winter Ball in the wonderful setting of Moor Park. 

This is always a very popular evening so I 

recommend you save the date, ticket details will be 

available soon.  

The PFA also raise funds for the school via Easy 

Fundraising, where you can complete your on-line 

shopping as usual but if you go to the supplier’s 

online shop via the Easy Fundraising site, the 

school receives a small donation for every 

transaction. If you are willing to take a more active 

https://www.facebook.com/joa.pfa
http://www.pta-events.co.uk/Pfajoa
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role by offering your services to the committee, 

the PFA usually meet on the first Tuesday of each 

month at 7.30pm in the school café. Please contact 

a member of the PFA via pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk or 

simply turn up on the night.  

Half term – October 2019 

I would like to draw to your attention that the half 

term holiday dates for schools in Hertfordshire and 

Buckinghamshire are the same this year, unlike 

last year. However, families living in Harrow and 

Hillingdon face having different holiday periods for 

children in primary and secondary Schools as the 

half term holiday is the previous week to that set 

for Hertfordshire schools and therefore, they do not 

coincide. Regrettably this is a situation that is 

beyond our control. 

School Calendar 

The calendar for the school year is available on our 

website, as are outline programs of study for all 

year groups and subjects. I would ask you to note 

the school events, particularly parents’ academic 

review meetings (which we expect all students to 

attend with at least one of their parents), exam 

dates and other events which are relevant to you 

and your son/daughter. Please check the website 

regularly as events are added at various times 

during the year. For new parents in particular, 

please be aware that on ‘Academic Review Days’ 

(ARDs) we operate an ‘accelerated timetable’. This 

means that students will still attend all lessons 

planned for that day, but for a slightly short length 

of lesson (45 minutes rather than 60 minutes) 

allowing school to finish at 2:00pm and the 

Academic Review Meeting to start at 2:30 pm.  

Year 7 Welcome Mass 

Families and students in Year 7, and any other 

families new to our school, are invited to attend our 

Mass of Welcome on Thursday 26th September 

at 6:30 pm in the school hall. This is a very 

important evening for our new students and their 

families as we welcome them into our community 

and give thanks for the blessings, they will bring to 

enrich our lives.  

General Routines 

Through assemblies this week, all students have 

been reminded of the high expectations we have of 

them, when in school, when representing the 

school and when travelling to school. We expect 

students at St Joan’s to always be polite, well 

mannered, respectful and wear their uniform with 

pride. They each have special gifts and talents that 

we will work with them to develop, helping to 

support their formation so that they may flourish as 

Christ would want them to do.  

Upcoming events 

Thursday 26th Sept: Macmillan Coffee Morning 

Thursday 26th Sept: Year 7 Welcome Mass 6:30 

Friday 27th Sept: Staff Training, school closed 

Thursday 3rd Oct: Open Evening 

Friday 4th Oct: Open Morning (12:30 close) 

Saturday 12th Oct: PFA Comedy Night 

Friday 25th Oct: Staff Training, school closed 

Half Term, Mon 28th Oct to Friday 1st Nov 

Thursday 7th Nov: Sixth Form Open Evening 

Wed 13th Nov: Shakespeare Schools Festival 

Friday 22nd Nov: Staff Training, school closed 

Monday 25th Nov: Occasional Day, school closed 

Friday 29th Nov: PFA Winter Ball (Moor Park) 

Friday 20th Dec: End of Term (12:30 pm) 

With best wishes and blessings for the week 

ahead, 

Mr P Sweeney                     

Headteacher 
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