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Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, Over the next few weeks we will 

welcome many visitors to our school as they 

consider which school will be the right one for them 

to support their secondary education. St Joan’s has 

an excellent reputation amongst families far and 

wide because of the personal, spiritual, social, 

moral and academic development we provide to 

the students in our care as we prepare them to take 

their place in society. This does not happen by 

chance; the pastoral support, academic challenge 

and high-quality staff that lead the formation of our 

students enables them to become fantastic 

ambassadors for our school. They are already 

writing the next exciting chapters of our history and 

I hope the impression they make on our visitors in 

the next few weeks will inspire the next generation 

of young students to join us at St Joan’s.  

Open Events for prospective students 

Open Evening takes place on Thursday 3rd 

October. This will be an accelerated day when 

students will still have all five lessons although they 

will be 45 minutes rather than an hour long. School 

will end at 2:00 pm to allow us to prepare the school 

for our visitors. Whilst the evening officially starts at 

6:00 pm, students are expected to be back on site 

at 5:30 pm to be ready for the evening which will 

end at 9:00 pm.  

On Friday 4th October we hold an ‘Open Morning’ 

where parents can view students participating in 

lessons. All students in Years 7, 8 and 9 are 

required to be in school in full school uniform. The 

Student Executive and Sixth Form community 

volunteers will also be in attendance to provide 

tours for parents and support for students during 

the day. Year 10 and 11 students will have an 

academic study day. School will close after ‘Open 

Morning’ has finished at 12:30 pm to facilitate staff 

training. Thank you in anticipation of your support. 

Sixth Form 

On Thursday morning our Year 13 students 

attended the ‘Learn 2 Live’ event held at Watford 

Colosseum. This free event was run in 

collaboration with Hertfordshire's Road Safety 

Partnership, but we must thank the school's PFA 

for paying for the return coach travel enabling us to 

provide this opportunity to our students free of 

charge.  

The students participated in a hard-hitting event 

which also involved representatives from the local 

police, fire and rescue as well as a road traffic 

collision (RTC) survivor and the parent of someone 

who sadly lost their life in an RTC. Staff and 

students alike were left feeling reflective and a little 

teary eyed - meaning the event had the desired 

impact. With young drivers making up only 7% of 

the UK's licence holders but accounting for more 

than 20% of the UK's RTCs it is hoped that this will 

ensure our students make wiser choices, as both 

drivers, prospective drivers and even passengers, 

making our roads safer and saving lives. If you 

would like to read more about the ‘Learn 2 Live’ 

charity and their work, please search the hashtag 

#Learn2Live or visit their website here. 

Safe travel advice 

Many of our students travel significant distances to 

come to St Joan’s, often by a mix of public transport 

whilst others may live close enough to walk to 

school. However your child travels to school, I wish 

to remind everyone of the need to adopt safe travel 

plans. This may include ensuring students do not 

travel alone wherever possible, avoid walking 

along isolated alleyways or unlit paths as the nights 

draw in. Valuables, which include mobile phones, 

should also be kept out of sight and students 

should not change their travel plans without 

informing a parent or responsible adult. 

• Walk in groups in a sensible manner 

• Do not have a mobile phones or other 
expensive items out and on display  

• Look out for one another, particularly 
younger students 

• Report any concerns immediately, 
returning to school (if nearby) or a safe 
place such as a shop 

• Report any concerns to parents or school 
as soon as possible 

 

https://learn-2-live.org.uk/
https://learn-2-live.org.uk/
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Macmillan Cake Sale 

Next Thursday, 26th 

September, the Sixth 

Form will be holding a 

‘Cake Sale’ to support 

the Macmillan Cancer 

Trust. Cakes will be on sale at break and lunchtime 

in the school hall and we request that students 

bring in ‘cash’ to buy the cakes as they cannot 

be purchased via Parent Pay accounts. We will 

welcome all donations of cakes from families and 

students to sell on the day, please bring them to the 

hall before school or during registration time. Thank 

you in anticipation for your support. 

Climate Change & Single use plastic bottles 

Since the start of 

term, students in 

several year groups 

have been focusing 

on raising awareness 

about the impact of 

single use plastics 

(particularly bottles) 

on climate change. 

The students have asked that I draw to your 

attention their ‘Bottle Swap’ campaign to reduce, 

and hopefully eventually remove, single use plastic 

bottles from the school.  

PFA 

Please remember that the first event of this year 

the PFA will host is their annual ‘Comedy Night’. 

Tickets are selling fast for the event on the 12th 

October. Detailed information is available on their 

Facebook page where tickets can be purchased by 

following this link: www.pta-events.co.uk/Pfajoa  

Please also save the date for their Winter Ball, 

which will again be held in the wonderful setting of 

Moor Park: Friday 29th November, ticket details 

will be available soon.  

Year 7 Welcome Mass   

Families and students in Year 7, and any other 

families new to our school, are invited to attend our 

Mass of Welcome on Thursday 26th September 

at 6:30 pm in the school hall. This is a very 

important evening for our new students and their 

families as we welcome them into our community 

and give thanks for the blessings, they will bring to 

enrich our lives.  

School Calendar 

I have been made aware that although I have been 

directing parents to the school website for details of 

major school events, these were not actually 

visible. Please accept my apologies for this 

technical error which has now been corrected. 

Details of in year events such as staff development 

days and academic review days are now available. 

Upcoming events 

Thursday 26th Sept: Macmillan Cake Sale 

Thursday 26th Sept: Year 7 Welcome Mass 6:30 

Friday 27th Sept: Staff Training Day. School closed 

Thursday 3rd Oct: Open Evening – Accelerated Day 

Friday 4th Oct: Open Morning (12:30 finish) 

Saturday 12th Oct: PFA Comedy Night 7:00 pm 

Friday 25th Oct: Staff Training Day. School closed 

Half Term, Mon 28th Oct to Friday 1st Nov 

Thursday 7th Nov: Sixth Form Open Evening 

Wed 13th Nov Shakespeare Schools Festival 

Friday 22nd Nov: Staff Training Day. School closed 

Monday 25th Nov: Occasional Day. School closed 

Friday 29th Nov: PFA Winter Ball (Moor Park) 

Friday 20th Dec: End of Term (12:30 pm) 

With best wishes and blessings for the week 
ahead, 

Mr P Sweeney                     

Headteacher 

http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/621/parents-and-friends-association
https://www.facebook.com/joa.pfa
http://www.pta-events.co.uk/Pfajoa

