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WHY CHOOSE ST. JOAN OF ARC SIXTH FORM?

St. Joan of Arc Sixth Form prides itself on providing the correct balance of academic and pastoral  
support, promoting the independence which will see each and every one of our students leave us 
ready to embrace the challenges which life presents. 

Whilst we recognise the importance of promoting independence in all of our students, we recognise that there is still a need for a 
well-structured and supportive environment and, with that in mind, we pride ourselves on the well established pastoral support that 
we offer. Our students are at the heart of everything that we do and our highly valued Student Executive Committee allows students to 
have their voices heard on the things that really matter to them in their school.

We are confident that St. Joan of Arc Sixth Formers will receive the best holistic educational experience possible, whether they are 
continuing their education with us, or joining us from other schools. For the last two years, our students have achieved the best A Level 
results in the school’s history and this is testament to our hard working students and dedicated staff. The Sixth Form building is at the 
centre of Sixth Form life, providing well equipped study facilities and an environment conducive to effective independent study. We 
know that our Sixth Form students feel proud to be part of our school community and we feel equally as proud of their achievements 
both during their time studying with us and beyond. 
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WHAT OUR STUDENTS SAY

ABIGAIL WILDMAN

Staying on at St Joan of Arc for Sixth Form was an 
easy decision. The support and encouragement  
that I receive on a day to day basis from the staff  
and my peers has helped me progress and  
reach my potential, culminating in me applying  
to study medicine at university. The transition  
between GCSEs and A Levels is demanding,  
however the pastoral support that is offered  
to pupils is excellent and I have never felt 
more comfortable asking for help. I have been 
given numerous opportunities to develop my 
self confidence and my years at St Joan’s have 
given me lifelong memories and experiences 
that I will cherish. Not only do I feel prepared 
for life beyond school, but I also feel proud 
and privileged to have been a part of such a 
welcoming community for the past 7 years. 

REMI JESSOP

I joined St Joan of Arc not only because it’s  
a fantastic school but because of the friendly  
environment I have experienced here since  
the very first day I started. The support we get  
as students at A Level is beyond what anyone  
could expect, I can openly be myself around 
others, ask any number of questions and am 
encouraged to do well in all of my lessons.  
Opportunities I have received at St Joan’s 
have helped me throughout the years to  
develop and grow in a Catholic ethos, which  
I intend to carry onto university. I have  
been given the chance to compete abroad 
in my sport in the World Catholic School 
Games which is an experience I will never  
forget. Without St Joan of Arc and their  
support networks, opportunities  and Catholic  
life I would not have developed into the 
person I am today.

SEAN SMITH

As a sixth former at St Joan of Arc I have been 
offered many opportunities to thrive and 
learn, from after school revision sessions  
catered to what you need help with the most, 
to the Student Executive Committee where 
you can learn leadership and management 
skills. We are given complete independence 
in our studying, while still being given an 
extensive support network through the 
pastoral care and learning support we are 
given access to. It is a priceless asset that 
supports us in everything from our own 
studies to any emotional issues we might 
have. This culminates in a student-centred 
environment that supports students far 
past what is expected, whilst also giving 
you the freedom and help needed to learn  
important life skills such as time management  
and awareness of real world issues that 
will affect us. It has been a pleasure to be 
part of the St Joan of Arc family and even 
when I leave St Joan of Arc it will never 
leave me.
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“Love Christ, Inspire Others”

CURRICULUM OFFER

‘Teachers’ exceptionally good subject knowledge contributes to the setting of challenging expectations 
to which students are increasingly responding’ Ofsted

Recent changes to the way in which A Levels are assessed means students sitting all examinations at the end of Year 13. With this in mind, 
students will be permitted to select 3 subjects from our extensive list of options. Each student has their own dedicated form tutor, who they 
begin and end each day with and is their first point of contact should students require any further help, support or guidance. 

Across our two-week timetable, students have 10 hours’ of contact time with their subject teachers. In addition to our A Level offering, all 
students take part in our Active Roman Catholic (ARC) programme, Enrichment sessions and core PE. All three of these sessions are aimed 
at providing our students with opportunities to fulfil wider responsibilities within and outside of the school community, put their faith into 
practice and remain physically active, which are all extremely valuable. 

As well as providing opportunities within school, there is also an exclusive list of trips and experiences for Sixth Form students outside of 
the classroom. These include both recreational and educational trips to locations here in the UK, as well as overseas. Some of the more popular  
trips have proven to be the European ski trips, American arts and politics trips, Geography field trip to Iceland and science visits to Switzerland.

A Levels are challenging, but extremely rewarding, and we continue to be proud of the outcomes of our students and the prestigious institutions 
they go on to study at or gain employment with. Every year we have students who will go on to study at Oxford or Cambridge, other Russell 
Group universities and extremely competitive degree level apprenticeships. 

As well as supporting a large proportion of our students through the university application (UCAS) process, our in-house Careers Coordinator  
works closely with students to provide support and guidance on alternative pathways. Each year opportunities are provided for students to  
gain insight into different career paths, these include representatives visiting the school and trips to different events being arranged. Students  
are required to complete a period of work experience during their time studying at St. Joan of Arc, with the aim of raising their aspirations, 
broadening their opportunities and preparing them for life beyond St. Joan’s.

BEYOND ST. JOAN’S



COURSE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

In order to be offered a place in the Sixth Form, students must attain:
 

At least 6 GCSE passes grades 5 - 9, including a minimum GCSE Level 5 in English and Maths

At least a grade 6 in the A Level subject of your choice

Some subjects may require a 7, 8 or 9 therefore please refer to the table below for specific course entry requirements

 Please be aware that the A Level subjects we offer may change and will be dependent on the number of students who enrol on 
the course.

 A LEVEL SUBJECT MINIMUM GCSE GRADE OTHER REQUIREMENTS

ART & DESIGN Grade 7  

BIOLOGY Grade 7 Grade 6 in Maths and English

BUSINESS  Grade 6 in Maths and English

CHEMISTRY Grade 7 Grade 6 in Maths and English

COMPUTER SCIENCE Grade 6  

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY:  Grade 6 
PRODUCT DESIGN   

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY Grade 6 in Art Preferred but not essential

DRAMA & THEATRE Grade 6 Grade 6 in English

ECONOMICS  Grade 6 in Maths and English

ENGLISH LITERATURE Grade 6 in both English & English Literature  

FRENCH Grade 7  

GEOGRAPHY Grade 6  

GOVERNMENT & POLITICS  Grade 6 in History and in English

HISTORY Grade 6  

ITALIAN Grade 6  

MATHEMATICS Grade 7  

FILM STUDIES  Grade 6 in both English  
  and English Literature

MUSIC Grade 6  

PHILOSOPHY & ETHICS Grade 7 in GCSE Religious Studies
(RELIGIOUS STUDIES)   

PHYSICAL EDUCATION Grade 6  

PHYSICS Grade 6 Grade 6 in Maths

PSYCHOLOGY  Grade 6 in Maths, English and a Science

SOCIOLOGY  Grade 6 in Maths
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‘Attainment at A Level is especially high. Students get on very well with each other and with adults  
because of the school’s emphasis on care and respect’ Ofsted

‘Students’ growing confidence ensures good preparation for the world of work or for further education’ 
Ofsted



Rickmansworth School
Scots Hill, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 3AQ

Telephone: 01923 773296  More details at: www.rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
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APPLICATION

•  Applications should be made via the link on the school website under the Sixth Form tab. 
 

•  Please ensure all application forms are submitted by no later than Friday 8th December 2017.
 

•  Any application/enrolment queries should be directed to MIS@joa.herts.sch.uk.
 

•  Interviews for current St Joan of Arc students will take place on Thursday 25th and Friday 26th January 2018.

•  An External Applicants’ Afternoon will take place on Friday 2nd February - all external applicants will be welcomed in to  
 St Joan’s for a taste of life as a Sixth Form student. Further details will follow.
 
ENROLMENT
 

•  Induction Day - Tuesday 26th June 2018. 
 

•  GCSE Results Day - Thursday 23rd August 2018.
 

•  Enrolment - Thursday 23rd August & Friday 24th August 2018.

 •  Students who meet entry requirements will be able to enrol online on Thursday 23rd August.

	 •  External students and students who do not meet entry requirements will be invited into school on Friday 24th August for a meeting.  
 •  Please ensure you are available on this date. 
 

•  Start of Term for Year 12 students - Tuesday 4th September 2018.

APPLICATION AND ENROLMENT FOR 2018

Telephone: +44(0) 1923 773881
Address: St. Joan Of Arc Catholic School, High Street, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire, WD3 1HG

HOW TO FIND US


