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Weekly Newsletter 

Dear parents,  

Throughout this week we have continued to 

welcome many visitors and prospective families 

who are considering joining St Joan’s into our 

school. A large number of pupils from Year 9 

provided guided tours for our guests who were 

suitably impressed by the articulate, 

knowledgeable, confident and proud young people 

they met. Congratulations to everyone who made 

such a fantastic impression on our visitors and 

demonstrated what we all believe is so special 

about the education we provide and the aspiration 

we have for all of our students. 

Blessed John Henry Newman 

Please take time to follow the celebrations taking 

place in Rome this weekend when the Catholic 

Church in England will witness a tremendous 

moment of grace when Blessed John Henry 

Newman is Canonised by Pope Francis on Sunday 

13th October.  

Safe Travel 

As the daylight hours get shorter and in the next 

few weeks the clocks will go back, it is important to 

remind all our pupils about safe travel procedures 

to and from school. This is a message that is 

reinforced through our curriculum PSHEE 

programme to educate our pupils about ‘keeping 

safe’ and who they should report to if they have any 

concerns or feel unsafe. However, I would also ask 

that you also speak to your child about being 

careful when out and about; not to speak to 

strangers, stick to lit pathways and roads, and 

travel in groups of ideally three or more.  

We expect the pupils to be vigilant with regard to 

their own and each other’s safety at all times and 

to know how to respond if something happens. 

Pupils should call the police using 999 if they feel 

threatened or unsafe and then report concerns to 

their parents and the school.  

 

Science Block Refurbishment 

Progress on the work to refurbish our science block 

is continuing and the new set of mobile classrooms 

to house the science department in for the next 9 

months are now almost ready for occupation. We 

are now ready to transfer the equipment from our 

existing science labs into the new temporary 

accommodation. In order to do this, staff and 

technicians will gradually pack up all the necessary 

equipment ready to transfer into the new 

accommodation during half term and this work will 

take place with minimal disruption to lessons prior 

to half term. However, our staff will not have access 

to these classrooms until we return and will need a 

day in order to ensure the new classrooms have 

the correct equipment and moving boxes have 

been unpacked. As a consequence, this will mean 

we will be unable to have the whole school in 

attendance on Monday 4th November. Therefore, 

following discussions with the Governors and 

Senior staff, we have taken the decision that Year 

7 pupils will not be required to attend school on 

Monday 4th November to enable the school to 

have the space and flexibility to prepare the new 

accommodation for use. All other students will be 

expected to attend as normal. 

Study Rooms & Revision Sessions 

Subject teachers have already started to deliver 

our program of additional revision and exam 

preparation sessions for both GCSE and A level 

students. Most of these take place after school and 

usually last an hour, although some are delivered 

at lunchtime and some before school as ‘Breakfast 

Boosters’. If your child is asked or advised to attend 

any of these sessions, it will be as a result of a 

subject teacher having identified an area of 

knowledge that requires strengthening to ensure 

the student has the best chance to attain their 

potential. I am very thankful for the teachers who 

are prepared to give up their time to provide this 

additional support and I would ask for your support 

to ensure your child attends any of the sessions 

they are directed towards. 
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For GCSE and A level students, we also make the 

Sixth Form Study Room available for students to 

work in after the end of the school day. The study 

room provides a safe and quiet space with access 

to computers and the internet if required, where 

they can continue with their studies to support the 

important exams which are approaching. Staff 

monitor this area to ensure a conducive work 

environment is maintained and it is available every 

evening until 6:00pm 

Examination Invigilators 

We are currently recruiting for some more 
invigilators to be ready for the Trial Exams in 
November & December initially and then for the 
exam season in 2020. We are looking for 
enthusiastic people who can demonstrate common 
sense, accuracy, attention to detail and are willing 
to provide the best exam experience possible for 
students. You must be punctual, have a flexible 
attitude to work and possess excellent 
communication skills in both written and spoken 
English with legible handwriting as you will on 
occasion work as Readers and Scribes for the 
students. Our Invigilators are responsible for 
ensuring that exams are run according to JCQ 
regulations and that all students are supervised, 
and their individual needs catered for during each 
exam.  

An exam invigilator should: 

• Be an excellent role-model for young people  

• Be able to work effectively both on your own and 
within a team 

• Have excellent attention to detail  

Full training will be provided for successful 
candidates, but applicants need to be reliable, 
punctual, highly flexible, calm under pressure and 
confident in dealing with teenagers. Checkable 
references and full DBS clearance will be required.  

 

 

PFA 

A reminder to all those who are attending the PFA 

‘Comedy Night on Saturday that the doors will 

open at 7:00pm for an 8:00pm start. 

Winter Ball – Friday 29th November 

 

The PFA and Governors would like to extend an 

invitation to join members of the school community 

at their annual ‘Winter Ball’ at Moor Park to 

celebrate the festive season, have a lot of fun and 

raise valuable funds for the school.  

This is a ‘Black Tie’ 

event and you will be 

welcomed with a glass 

of ‘Fizz’ on arrival, 

followed by a 3-course 

menu and dancing 

until late. The evening 

will start at 7:30 pm and is a great opportunity for 

families (and friends) who are new to our school, 

particularly those in Year 7, to meet up with other 

parents within our school community. To purchase 

tickets please visit; www.pta-events.co.uk/Pfajoa  

 

Last year this event sold out and places are limited 

so please book your tickets early to avoid any 

disappointment.  

With best wishes and blessings for the week 
ahead,  

Mr Sweeney 

http://www.pta-events.co.uk/Pfajoa

