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Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 
Following my letter to you last week regarding the slip in standards with uniform, I have spoken to all students in 
assemblies this week. I have explained the importance of uniform not just in school but in the workplace, sports 
teams, both amateur and professional. Please remember to ensure that if your child is still wearing acrylic nails they 
must be removed by Monday. Hoodies, trainers, make-up, nail varnish, jewellery other than a small cross and chain, 
and a small stud in each ear lobe, are not part of the school uniform and sanctions will be put in place if students do 
not adhere to these expectations.  
 
Yesterday you will have received details of the provision we have put in place for next Wednesday to mitigate the 
impact of the industrial action which is taking place. Please make sure that your children are dressed and logged on 
to their devices by 8:45am in readiness to start period 1. We are running an accelerated day because of the Year 
12 Academic Review which will still take place. The times for each lesson were included in the letter you received 
so please make sure your child is aware of the times. If a teacher is on strike a live lesson will not take place but 
there will be a list of tasks posted on Satchel One which your child can select and complete in the lesson time.  
 
For those students who ordinarily receive free school meals we will be sending a separate communication to their 
parents, so please keep checking your mailbox.  
 
Today is Holocaust Memorial Day.  In my previous newsletter I wrote about a Jewish refugee who attended St Joan’s 
during the war.  Yesterday, a number of Year 9 students heard first hand of the experiences of someone else who 
suffered the atrocities of the Holocaust.  Today we remember those who are still experiencing persecution for simply 
being who they are. 
 
As ever we have had a busy two weeks, as the rest of the newsletter demonstrates.  
 
Wishing you all blessings for the week ahead. 

 

Mrs O’Hanlon - Headteacher 
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A fortnightly update for parents and carers on what’s happening at St Joan’s 



 

  

From Monday 23rd January to Wednesday 25th January, our A Level geographers travelled to the Field 
Studies Centre at Juniper Hill, a stone’s throw from beautiful Box Hil in Surrey.  Over the three days of 
fieldwork, the specialist tutors helped the students to explore some fieldwork techniques associated with 
the urban, water and carbon topics that they are studying during the A Level course.  This will be invaluable 
to the students as they look to create their own geographical questions for their coursework. 
 

Our first afternoon was spent looking at urban fieldwork.  After a 
short period in the classroom, we headed out to explore 
Leatherhead, an area which is in the middle of significant 
regeneration as part of the ‘Transform Leatherhead’ project.  The 
students were able to try a variety of techniques, including an 
environmental quality survey, and the use of epitome words.  The 
techniques were conducted at areas that have been regenerated 
as well as areas that have not, to allow for comparison.  Once 
we were back at the centre (after a cup of tea and a piece of cake 
as it was very cold out!) we spent some time looking at how we 
might present our data. 

 
Our second day was split into two; the morning was spent looking at techniques used for water fieldwork, 
the afternoon was focused on carbon.  We stayed on site in the morning to practice the different techniques 
that we could apply to a geographical question associated with water.  These included measuring the 
levels of precipitation and evaporation, as well as measuring the impact that different surfaces could have 
on surface runoff, particularly important with the increased number of floods that are happening across 
the country. 
 
After lunch, we walked up Box Hill to the woodland to try out some carbon fieldwork.  Students were able 
to measure the amount of carbon storage in a small section of woodland, using techniques such as 
measuring the depth of soil, and the height and circumference of trees.  This was a new set of techniques 
for most of the students, so was a very valuable afternoon spent out in the field.  After our walk back, and 
after some more tea and cake, we spent some time looking at how we might analyse our data using 
statistics. 
 
Our last morning was spent using ArcGIS, an online system that can be used for mapping our data.  
Students were able to put their own data onto a map, and change the way their data was presented on 
the map.  The FSC staff provided our students with a fantastic start to their coursework and gave some 
valuable insights into the type of questions and fieldwork  
techniques that can be used, which inspired our students  
to come up with some fantastic questions for their own  
fieldwork enquiry. 
 
I would like to thank the students for their enthusiasm and for  
their impeccable behaviour throughout the trip, they were a  
credit to the school! 
 
Miss White – Acting Curriculum Leader of Geography 
 

Geography >>> 

A Level Geography Residential Field Trip to FSC Juniper Hill 



 

ICT >>> 

We have received a communication 

from the Public Health Team at 

Hertfordshire County Council.  They 

have requested that information be 

shared with you all regarding their 

Winter Health Update – January 

2023. 

Their flyer has been attached to this 

newsletter for you.  

 

 

Art >>> 

The London Art Fair 2023 
 

On Friday 20th January the Art Department took 40 Year 11 and Year 12 Art students to The London 
Art Fair at the Business Design Centre in Islington.  The trip was designed to kickstart the students 
GCSE and A Level exam projects by exposing them to the huge variety of artists whose work is exhibited 
at the Art Fair. 
 
This year The London Art Fair welcomed 111 exhibitors from all over the world, showing the work of 
contemporary artists such as Picasso, Chagall, Hockney, Henry Moore, Grayson Perry, Banksy and 
many, many more. 
 
The students enjoyed engaging with the works as well as talking to the artists and curators who helped 
to create such a vibrant atmosphere. 
 
The student’s behaviour was impeccable and they were an absolute delight to take. 
 

Mrs Henderson – Art Department 
 
 

Student Quotes: 
 
“It was a fun and exciting day trip.” 
 
“The variation of art allowed us to explore even more possibilities for our final pieces. 
The experts there made interesting observations on the art and the freedom we were given 
at the gallery made the experience much more enjoyable.” 
 
“We found artists pieces there that we will use to help our own work.” – Kelly & Amelie 
 
“I really liked seeing so many different styles of art in one place.” – Carolina 
 
“Motivating for my own work.” - Jasmine 
 
 



|  
HR >>> 

Recruitment opportunity 
Would you like to work for St Joan of Arc Catholic School?  
 

An Attendance and Database Administrator position has 
become available to work 12 hours per week, Monday & 
Friday, term time only.   For more information click on this 
link:-  
 

https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,attendance-and-
database-administrator-12-hours-per-week_80220.htm 
  
Mrs Lynch – HR Department 

 

A huge well done to those Year 11 students who 
had their Sixth Form interviews this week. It has 
been a wonderful pleasure to be able to take the 
time to meet with each and every one of you. The 
next steps now of course are to push hard with 
good routines and practices for your revision to 
make your dreams a reality to open up a world of 
opportunity this Summer. The next step in your 
school career at St Joan of Arc Catholic School 
Sixth Form is just around the corner. Reach out 
and grab it. Good luck in the next round of PPE 
exams and of course your GCSE’s. Visualise 
your results day and Sixth Form enrolment day 
and aim high this Summer.  
 
REMINDER***: The Common Room is available 
every Monday - Thursday until 5:30pm after 
school if you would like to have a quiet space to 
revise.  

 
Mrs Marshall – Sixth Form 

 
 

Sixth Form >>> 

Interviews 

 
English >>> 

Podcast 
 I have been lucky enough to take part as a contributor on ‘The 

Graham Norton Book Club’ for Series 4, which launched on 

Thursday 26th January 2023.  You can hear me on episodes 

3, 6, 7 and 10.  It’s no longer behind a paywall but available 

on all podcast apps. 

 

Mr Davis – English Department 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Promoting Languages through Football 
MFL >>> 

As we approach the Year 9 Options season, we invited Steve 
Eadon, from the company Mingalaba to talk to our Year 9 
students about the importance of choosing a language at GCSE. 
Steve spoke about his own experiences in the Football world and 
how his knowledge of French, Spanish and German, helped him 
in his career to coach in countries such as Kenya, Burma, 
Barbabos, Spain and Germany. Interviewing key players from 
various teams across the world, also formed part of Steve’s 
work. Steve spoke about an array of career options available in 
the world of football such as being a coach, an agent, a liaison 
travel officer for a football team and a sponsor. An important part 
of the talk focused on the opportunities open to girls and women 
in the football industry, an area very often overlooked. At the end 
of the day, some students took part in a practical session 
involving playing a game of football with French. It was heart-
warming to see the students fully engaged using their French 
language knowledge and combining it with sport. We are looking 
forward to organising a similar practical session with students 
studying Italian. 
At St Joan of Arc, students can continue to study the language 
chosen in Year 7 (Italian or French) and may choose Spanish as 
a second language. 
 

Mrs Mangion – MFL Department 

https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,attendance-and-database-administrator-12-hours-per-week_80220.htm
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,attendance-and-database-administrator-12-hours-per-week_80220.htm


 

  

Upcoming Webinar for Parents 

We’re excited to announce that Elevate Education will be hosting a free webinar for our parents on Tuesday 7th  
February.  37 of our parents attended the last Elevate webinar and we recently had Elevate in school presenting to Year 
11 and Year 13 students - do ask your sons and daughters about this. 

 
Elevate Education works with our students, delivering high impact workshops on study skills, motivation, wellbeing, and 
exam preparation. By tuning into their webinar series, you will learn how you can help better support your children at 
home through reinforcing the skills they learn at school:    
  

Tuesday 7th February @ 6:00pm (GMT)  
How to Help Improve Your Child's Memory 

Click here to register for free 
 
In this webinar Elevate will be showing parents how to: 

 How memory actually works (and how it has nothing to do with brain capacity) 

 The most effective environments to assist in memorisation 

 3 techniques you can implement overnight to improve revision 
Click here to register for free 
  
Mr Woollatt – Assistant Headteacher 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

On Thursday a group of Year 9 students watched a webcast for Holocaust Memorial Day with a 
Holocaust survivor called Ruth Posner.  The event was organised by the Holocaust Education Trust 
and was attended by schools across the country allowing students to hear Ruth’s story of being 
born in Poland but forced into a ghetto in 1940. 
 
Students then heard about the considerable challenges and losses that Ruth and her family 
experienced during WW2 but also how she managed to survive this mistreatment and came to 
Britain after the war. 
 
This was an incredibly powerful and insightful experience for the students with them also having the 
opportunity to pose questions at the end.  I am confident that  
the students took away many important lessons and greatly  
deepened their understanding of one individual’s experience  
of this period of History. 

 
Miss Devlin & the History Department 

 

History >>> 

Holocaust Memorial Day 
 

https://go.elevateeducation.com/e/891981/uk-schoolwebinar/nb93f/348994587?h=c5_IeHsT5RGB7v6r-JmlwvKU9BSMFsk2nIRw1Xe5-20
https://go.elevateeducation.com/e/891981/uk-schoolwebinar/nb93f/348994587?h=c5_IeHsT5RGB7v6r-JmlwvKU9BSMFsk2nIRw1Xe5-20


 

  
 
 
 

01.02.2023 – Year 12 ARD (School closes at 2:00pm) 

03.02.2023 (am only) – Sixth Form External Applicants Day 

06.02.2023 (am only) – Sixth Form External Applicants Day 

07.02.2023 – KS4 Options Evening 6:00pm – 8:00pm 

08.02.2023 – Bakhita House Feast Day 

06.02.2023 – 10.02.2023 – Year 9 Option Support Meetings 

10.02.2023 – 13.02.2023 – MFL Trip to Normandy 

10.02.2023 – Last Day of Term (no early closure, students dismissed at 

usual time) 

13.02.2023 – 17.02.2023 – Half Term break 

20.02.2023 – Staff Development Day – School closed to students 

21.02.2023 – Students return 

22.02.2023 – Ash Wednesday 

22.02.2022 – Year 10 Drama Theatre Trip after school 

23.02.2023 – Year 10 ARD (School closes at 2:00pm) 

27.02.2023 – Bronze & Silver DofE Staff and Student Training 

02.03.2023 – World Book Day 

 

To see the full school term dates, go to 
https://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/301/term-dates 

 
 

 

PFA News 

Tickets are now available to purchase for our upcoming events, visit pta-events platform to book:   

• 25th February - Quiz & Curry Night (7:00pm – 11:00pm @ St Joan of Arc School 
Canteen), join us for an evening of fun and entertainment, bring friends and family. Tickets 
priced at £15.00 per person.   Tables of up to 8-10 are welcome. 

• 22nd March - Ladies Fashion Show & Pop-up Shop (6:30pm @ St Joan of Arc Sports 
Hall), selling ladies high street clothing brands at 50% off or more!  Tickets priced at £6.00 
per adult, £3.00 for students or 3x adult tickets for £15.00.  

• 30th March - Use Again Uniform, pop in and pick up what you need (7:00pm - 8.30pm)   

Unwanted gifts - to support our fundraising activities we are looking for unwanted gifts. If you have 
something you think would make a lovely prize or could be included in a hamper, please drop it 
off to the school office for the attention of the PFA. 

Want to keep up to date with PFA news & upcoming events? 
 
Please follow us on:-  Twitter, Instagram and our “NEW” Facebook page  If you would like to get 
involved or join the PFA team please contact us via email at pfa.herts.sch.uk.  We would love to 
hear from you! 
 

Dates for Diaries 
 Need new uniform? 

 

Many of the items on the items on the  
uniform list can be purchased from a range 
of high street retailers, although some will 
need to be obtained from the following 
providers: 
 

 
Beat School Uniforms (Watford) 
T: 020 3362 2930 
W: https://beatschooluniforms.co.uk/ 
 

 
Pullens (Northwood) 
T: 01923 840050 
W: https://www.uniform4kids.com/ 
 

Did you know? 
 
The PFA have a large stock of good quality 
second hand uniform.  Please email them 
directly for help at: pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk 
 
 

  

School Uniform            

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/JOA_PFA
https://www.instagram.com/joa_pfa/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100082131105498
mailto:pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

With Christmas well in the rear-
view mirror and the next big 
celebration being some time 
away, we find ourselves in the 
Church's season of 'Ordinary 
Time'. Ordinary in that it isn't 
Advent, Christmas, Lent or 
Easter - we're not preparing for 
or celebrating anything in 
particular. So, what should be 
our focus in such a season so 
we're not just treading water? 
 

The clue is in the colour. Advent 
and Lent are seasons of 
preparation and so our 
Churches and Clergy are 
decked in violet. Christmas and 
Easter are great celebrations 
and so the colour is white and/or 
gold. 

Occasionally we use red for the 
flame of the Holy Spirit or the 
blood of the martyrs. In this 
season of Ordinary Time, we 
use green. Green is the colour 
of growth - think trees and 
grass - and it is in this season 
that we are called to focus on 
growth. Obviously, we can 
grow at other times, and often 
the season of Lent provides us 
with an intensity to our spiritual 
development. Yet in Ordinary 
Time, we are drawn to consider 
how we can make steady and 
gradual growth. We all know 
what can happen after a time of 
drastic dieting and exercise! 
After some initial success, we 
end up unable to sustain our 
intense new regime and falter, 
often ending up in worse shape 
than we began! 
 

coming soon >>> 

In Future Issues… 

Message from the Head 

Chaplains Corner 

and much more! 

 
Chaplain’s Corner  

thoughts... final 

Deacon Liam Lynch 
– School Chaplain 
 

 

High Street, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 1HG    

T: 01923 773881   E: admin@joa.herts.sch.uk 

Facebook: JOARickmansworth - Instagram: joarickmansworth - Twitter: JOA_Official  
Headteacher: Mrs Bernadette O’Hanlon M.A., FCCT 

Contact Us >>> 

Ordinary Time is about taking 
small steps and staying 
consistent - in mind, body and 
soul. Why not consider giving 
yourself three simple targets 
that are achievable to help you 
enter fully this season of 
growth? Perhaps subscribe to 
a stimulating podcast (mind), 
walk a short loop once or twice 
a week (body), and sit for 2 
minutes every morning and 
thank God for what you are 
grateful for, and ask for help 
with your needs (soul)? 


