
 

\\\   

Week 

12 

news 

included in this issue >>> 

Message from the Head 

Outcome of Consultation 

French Trip 

Careers Day at RMS 

Recruitment opportunity 

#LETGiRLSPLAY 

and much more… 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
As we are in the season of Lent, we turn our thoughts to the needs of others and consider how we can contribute to the 
common good. In assemblies this week Deacon Liam has asked students, as part of our call to almsgiving, to consider 
ways of raising some funds for those who are in greater need than ourselves. Students will be working together in their 
form groups to decide how they will do this and who they will be doing it for. We are aware that money is very tight for 
some, but if you are able to support your child in some small way it would be greatly appreciated. 
 

A number of families have already supported us with our World Book Day event in aid of Read for Good, an organisation 
that supports children and young people in hospitals, providing them with new books and storytellers, to make their stay 
in hospitals that little bit more enjoyable. For a £1 donation students and staff, of which there were quite a few, dressed 
up as a fictional character from a favourite book. Yesterday, I met Peter Rabbit with Mr McGregor, Cruella De Vil, Lady 
Macbeth, Dolores Umbridge, Wally, James Bond and a Roman soldier to name a few - teaching lessons, looking after 
students in welfare and running the library. There was also a Book Hunt competition and a ‘Blind Date with a Book’ sale. 
Many thanks to Miss O’Hagan and the English department for running the event. Events like this serve as a reminder to 
all of us as adults to model to our young people the importance of getting lost in the pages of a good book, which can 
take us to places we have never been to or could ever go, to see the world quite differently and to be moved by thoughts 
and situations which can have a profound impact on the way we make sense of the real world.  
 

There will be a full report from the students and staff of World Book Day in our next newsletter. 
  
Thank you once again for the support you gave your children on Wednesday when we had to move learning online due 
to strike action. I know that this would have meant some changes to your normal routines. Be aware that there are two 
more days of strike action - Wednesday 15th and Thursday 16th March. Year 11 Pre-Public Exams (PPEs) will not be 
affected by the strike and they will continue as scheduled.  I will write to you nearer the time to confirm arrangements for 
these two days. 
 
Finally, there are a number of road works in the local area, including a three-week project on Batchworth Hill, starting 
today.  Please bear this is mind when driving your children to school. 
 
Wishing you a pleasant weekend. 
 

Mrs O’Hanlon - Headteacher 

JOA
A 

A fortnightly update for parents and carers on what’s happening at St Joan’s 

https://readforgood.org/our-hospital-programme/


  

 

Dates for Diaries 
08.03.2023 – 17.03.2023 – Year 11 PPEs 
13.03.2023 – 17.03.2023 – British Science Week 
16.03.2023 – Year 12 & Year 13 Drama Trip (PM) 
17.03.2023 – Immunisations catch up DTP/MEN & HPV 
22.03.2023 – 23.03.2023 – GCSE Music Performance Exams 
23.03.2023 – Year 13 Results Day 
23.03.2023 – Year 11 & Year 13 Leavers’ Photographs 
23.03.2023 – Year 12 Futures’ Information Evening 
24.03.2023 – Romero House Feast Day 
28.03.2023 – Year 12 UCAS Exhibition 
28.03.2023 – Year 8 ARD (School closes at 2:00pm) 
29.03.2023 – Spanish A Level Trip to BMI 
29.03.2023 – 01.04.2023 – MFL Trip to Rome 
29.03.2023 – Chess Cup 
30.03.2023 – 03.04.2023 – Washington Trip 
30.03.2023 – Year 12 & Year 13 Drama Trip (PM) 
30.03.2023 – Year 11 Results Day 
31.03.2023 – 08.04.2023 – Italy Ski Trip 
31.03.2023 – End of Spring Term (School ends at usual time, no early finish) 
 
 

To see the full school term dates, go to https://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/301/term-dates 

 

Outcome of Consultation on Admission Arrangements 
2024/2025 
 
 

As you will be aware our Governors have recently undertaken a consultation on our Admission Arrangements for 2024/2025.  The 
consultation has now ended after running for a period of 6 weeks from 31/10/2022 – 11/12/2022.  
  
The Governors are committed to providing an outstanding Catholic education for students and when reviewing our admissions policy, 
they have to reflect on the changes of what is happening in our communities.  The proposed changes were as follows:- 
 
The Diocese of Westminster Education Service has informed the Governors that latest diocesan guidance states that ‘Governing bodies 
must make explicit provision for two particular categories of persons whom the Church regards as having a particular and special status, 
namely Catechumens and members of other Eastern Christian Churches.  Both of these categories should be given priority over all 
other non-Catholic applicants (except looked after and previously looked after children).’ 
 
Therefore, the proposed change is to include a new Criterion 5 to our oversubscription criteria as directed by the Diocese of Westminster 
Education Service.  The new Criterion 5 would be for Catechumens & members of an Eastern Christian Church (read note 4.1). 
 
Note 4.1 
 
“Catechumen” means a member of the catechumenate of a Catholic Church.  This will normally be evidenced by a certificate of reception 
into the order of catechumens. 
 
“Eastern Christian Church” includes Orthodox Churches, and is normally evidenced by a certificate of baptism or reception from the 
authorities of that Church. 
 
The Governors have met and agreed the above changes to the Admission Arrangements for 2024/2025.  Following Hertfordshire 
County Council procedures, copies of the agreed Admission Policy, Year 7 Supplementary Form (SIF), In-Year Application Form 
(IYAF) and Sixth Form Application Form for 2024/2025 are available on our school website:- www.joa.herts.sch.uk  

 

Admissions Department 

http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/


 

  

Need new uniform? 
 

Many of the items on the uniform list can be purchased from a range of high street retailers, although some will need to be 
obtained from the following providers: 
 

Beat School Uniforms (Watford)    Pullens (Northwood) 
T: 020 3362 2930      T: 01923 840050 
W: https://beatschooluniforms.co.uk/    W: https://www.uniform4kids.com/ 

 

Did you know?  The PFA have a large stock of good quality second hand uniform.  Please email them directly for help 

at: pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk 

 

School Uniform            

Our French trip began at 6:00pm 
on a Thursday. After a long  
journey, we arrived in Normandy 
where we made our way to the  
American Cemetery which was  
very interesting. Once at the  
Château, we had lunch and were 
only allowed to speak French 
from then on - which improved our French a lot! 
 
Whilst we were there, we did different activities such as aeroball, archery and bread-making, forcing 
us to speak French. One evening we had a French quiz and a French food evening where we had to 
dress up and eat French food like snails - a good experience! 
 

Another evening we had a treasure hunt and we had to retrieve the 
items on a list - all in French. The workers would not talk to you in 
English, because they didn’t understand what we were saying.  

 
We had many trips out, such as visiting the town of Granville, where 
we had to fill out our journals and we also experienced a French 
protest march! We also got to speak to locals. We had a day out 
where we went to Mont St Michel which was tiring because there 
were so many stairs, but when we got up to the top, it was all worth 
it.  To finish the trip off, we went to a Crêperie, to get a real, 
authentic French experience in a restaurant.  

 
We are happy that we went on this trip because it has benefited our 
French and made things easier in French lessons. 

 
Mrs Williams - MFL Department on behalf of Year 11 Students 
Anna, Grace & Emily 

 

MFL >>> 

French Trip 

https://beatschooluniforms.co.uk/
mailto:pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk


  

 

Year 7 Pancake Day Races! 

The Food Technology Department and PE Department joined forces on Shrove Tuesday to 
encourage the students to participate in a team pancake race for Year 7. 
 
The winning team were Kolbe Love! The students enjoyed the races even though a fair few 
pancakes hit the deck! 
 
Food Technology & PE Departments 

FOOD TECHNOLOGY & PE >>> 



 

  

ICT >>> 

We have received a communication 

from the Public Health Team at 

Hertfordshire County Council.  They 

have requested that information be 

shared with you all regarding their 

Winter Health Update – January 

2023. 

Their flyer has been attached to this 

newsletter for you.  

 

CAREERS >>> 

Royal Masonic Careers Day 

RMS have invited our Year 7-13 students and parents from 
St Joan’s to join their careers fair on Wednesday 15th 
March.  
 
You are invited to attend any time in the afternoon/evening 
session which is between 5.00pm and 7.00pm. Following 
the success of our careers fair I’d really strongly encourage 
as many people to attend as possible on the 15th March. 
The employers and universities attending will provide 
wonderful insights. I appreciate this is a school strike day, 
please note though that this will not impact at all on the 
careers event at RMS.  
 
There is plenty of onsite parking at RMS. 
 
Mr Ritchie – Careers & Enterprise Coordinator 

Would you like to come and work with us at St 
Joan’s?  Please take a look at the following 
opportunities. 
 

Welfare Assistant to work 22.5 hours per 
week, Monday to Wednesday, 8:00am – 4:00pm 
term time only.  Closing date for applications is 
09/03/2023 at 5:00pm. 
For more information, please click on this link:- 
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-
job/view,welfare-assistant_81482.htm 
 

 

Examination Invigilators to work on a casual 
basis during examinations periods.  Closing date 
for applications is 17/03/2023 at 9:00am.   
For more information, please click on this link:- 
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-
job/view,exam-invigilator_81597.htm 
 

 

ASCAT HR & Payroll Assistant to work 22 
hours per week, days and hours to be agreed.  
Closing date for applications is 10/03/2023 at 
5:00pm.   
For more information, please click on this link:- 
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,hr-
payroll-assistant_81333.htm 
 
ASCAT HR Department 

 
 

HR >>> 

Job Opportunities 

PE >>> 

#LETGiRLSPLAY 
On the 8th March, International Women's Day, we will be 
running an initiative by Barclays & England Football 
called “Let Girls Play”. This initiative is to try and engage 
as many girls to play football on one day in England 
which will hopefully lead to a bigger engagement overall.  
 
The following sessions will take place on the Astro and 
are available for all girls to join: 
 
Morning Session: 7:40am - 8:40am 
Break Session : 9:45am - 10:05am 
Lunch Session : 12:10pm - 13:10pm 
After school session: 3:30pm – 5:00pm 
 
Miss Bowden – PE Department 

https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,welfare-assistant_81482.htm
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,welfare-assistant_81482.htm
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,exam-invigilator_81597.htm
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,exam-invigilator_81597.htm
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,hr-payroll-assistant_81333.htm
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,hr-payroll-assistant_81333.htm


  

In response to the growing national youth violence crisis, and a rise in reported knife-related crime 
across the country, Hertfordshire Constabulary and the local Community Safety Partnerships 
(CSPs) are working with local schools. 
 
Hertfordshire Constabulary & the Local Community Safety Partnerships would like to invite parents 
to a Youth Crime Awareness Evening. The evening will comprise of presentations from a number of 
professionals working in the area of youth violence. They will provide a local context and raise 
awareness on a number of topics including: 
 

• Knife crime 

• Gang culture 

• County Lines 

• Social media exploitation 

• Positive choices 

• Staying safe 

• Exploitation of young people 

• Impact of Youth Violent crime 

The evening will take place on Tuesday 14th March 2023, between 5:30pm and 8:00pm at 
Queens’ School, Aldenham Road, Bushey, WD25 2TY. 
 
To book on to the event please email: WHTYouth@herts.police.uk 
 
When booking parents will need to specify which school your child attends. 
 
Please see attached flyers for more information. 
 

Hertfordshire Constabulary are holding a drop-in session ‘Coffee with a Cop’ at Café Nero, High Street, 

Rickmansworth on 07/03/2023 at 9:00am and they would like to offer the opportunity to our parents & 

carers to pop in and discuss any concerns. 

mailto:WHTYouth@herts.police.uk


 

 

  JOA HISTORY >>> 

 

PFA News 
 
 

Thank you to everyone who attended our Quiz & Curry night, it was a fantastic evening, we will let you know 
in the next newsletter how much we raised.   
  
At our last PFA meeting we were able to invest a significant amount of money into key areas within the 
school, supporting the Food Tech department with new Air Fryers and a Blast Chiller, the Music department 
with new Djembe Drums and Ukuleles and New Badges for the School Prefect Programme. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Why not join us for our Ladies Fashion Show & Pop-up Shop event, selling High Street clothing brands at 
50% off or more!  To book tickets click here, refreshments (Licensed Bar) will be available on the night and 
you could also be in with a chance of winning some fabulous raffle prizes! 
 

• Date: Wednesday 22nd March 2023, doors open 6:30pm, show starts 7:00pm - till late. 

• Location: St Joan of Arc (Sports Hall), Ticket Price: £6.00 per adult, £3.00 for students or 3 x            
adult tickets for £15.00. 

 

Dates for your Diaries 
 

• 30th March - Use Again Uniform - pop in and pick up what you need (7:00pm - 8.30pm).  

• Spring Raffle - Launch date to be confirmed - Win a pair of Harry Styles concert tickets, plus lots            
of other lovely prizes.   

• 24th November - 2023 Moor Park Winter Ball, more information to follow later in the year.  

 

Use Again Uniform Donations 
 
 

If you have any items you would like to donate that are in a good condition, please wash/dry, put them in     
a bag and hand them into the school office for the attention of the PFA.   
 
 

Unwanted Gifts 
 

To support our fundraising activities, we are looking for unwanted gifts. If you have something you think 
would make a lovely prize or could be included in a hamper, please drop it off to the school office for the 
attention of the PFA.  
 
 

Want to keep up to date with PFA news & upcoming events? 
 

Please follow us on:-  Twitter, Instagram and our “NEW” Facebook page  If you would like to get involved 
or join the PFA team please contact us via email at pfa.herts.sch.uk.  We would love to hear from you! 

 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/pfajoa/#.Y-Ila3bP1PY
https://twitter.com/JOA_PFA
https://www.instagram.com/joa_pfa/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100082131105498


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

It was fantastic to meet with a 
group of dedicated parents at 
the Relationship & Sex 
Education Evening. We were 
reminded how our faith teaches 
us of the great dignity that is held 
by each human person, and how 
if we are aware of that dignity, 
how we live, and what we should 
do and not do becomes much 
clearer. When we are aware of 
how much we’re loved, we don’t 
need to look for substitutes for 
love elsewhere, and are able to 
notice the counterfeits that we 
are presented with. 

Now that we’re into Lent the 
chapel has become a hive of 
activity. Each day a core group 
of students and staff meet to 
start our day with prayer and a 
daily portion of Matthew’s 
Gospel as we read through in 
40 days. Year 7 students will 
be going to the parish Mass, 
and Year 8 and Year 10 
students will have chapel 
lessons which reflect on Jesus’ 
last hours through the Stations 
of the Cross. Years 9 to 13 will 
also be celebrating Mass 
during their RE lessons. 
 
Many students and families are 
also taking on the 40 Lent 
Challenges. These daily 
activities are researched 
proven to benefit our mental 
and physical health, as well as 
deepening our faith. See the 
challenges here: 
JOA COMMUNITY PRAYER 
BOOK MAR 2023 
 

coming soon >>> 

In Future Issues… 
World Book Day review 

Message from the Head 

Chaplains Corner 

and much more! 

 
Chaplain’s Corner  

thoughts... final 

Deacon Liam Lynch 
– School Chaplain 
 

 

High Street, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 1HG    

T: 01923 773881   E: admin@joa.herts.sch.uk 

Facebook: JOARickmansworth - Instagram: joarickmansworth - Twitter: JOA_Official  
Headteacher: Mrs Bernadette O’Hanlon M.A., FCCT 

Contact Us >>> 

All this activity is promoted to 
help us better celebrate the 
season of Lent, and grow in 
awareness of our dignity based 
on the love of God who thinks 
we’re worth dying for. Living out 
of this sense of worth transforms 
who we are and how we live for 
the better. 
 
Happy Lenting! 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Gxy_ymvt3-kQym0a0mqPqNlFNSy3q5S-8pOrDCWgQUM/present#slide=id.g19dd3572880_0_15
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Gxy_ymvt3-kQym0a0mqPqNlFNSy3q5S-8pOrDCWgQUM/present#slide=id.g19dd3572880_0_15

