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Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
Thank you all for your continued support with the need to move lessons to online learning this week and enabling students in 
Years 11, 12 & 13 to get to school in spite of the TfL strike. It has been greatly appreciated. At present there are no more strikes 
planned by any of the unions.    
 
It has been a while since we gave you an update on the building work. I am pleased to say that the work is on schedule, with 
much work being completed in preparing the ground for construction. It is so good to see at long last so much activity around 
the site with a regular stream of heavy vehicles coming in and out of the site. I’ve included a selection of photographs taken by 
staff and Kier to show you work done so far.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whole school attendance so far this half term is 93.2% with both Year 7 & Year 9 achieving 94.6%. Whilst we are still not 
achieving the levels of attendance pre-pandemic of 95%+, there has been some noticeable improvements. It is so important 
that our students achieve high levels of attendance as it has a significant impact on both their sense of achievement and actual 
academic outcomes. In addition, it develops their resilience and prepares them for the workplace, where absences continue to 
be monitored, and where necessary, challenged. As always if you are worried about your child’s reluctance to come to school, 
or the number of absences, please contact their form tutor, learning coordinator or pastoral support. 
 
Wishing you a pleasant weekend. 
 

Mrs O’Hanlon - Headteacher 
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A fortnightly update for parents and carers on what’s happening at St Joan’s 



  

 

Dates for Diaries 
22.03.2023 – 23.03.2023 – GCSE Music Performance Exams 
23.03.2023 – Year 13 Results Day 
23.03.2023 – Year 11 & Year 13 Leavers’ Photographs 
23.03.2023 – Year 12 Futures’ Information Evening 
24.03.2023 – Romero House Feast Day 
28.03.2023 – Year 12 UCAS Exhibition 
28.03.2023 – Year 8 ARD (School closes at 2:00pm) 
29.03.2023 – Spanish A Level Trip to BMI 
29.03.2023 – 01.04.2023 – MFL Trip to Rome 
29.03.2023 – Chess Cup 
30.03.2023 – 03.04.2023 – Washington Trip 
30.03.2023 – Year 12 & Year 13 Drama Trip (PM) 
30.03.2023 – Year 11 Results Day 
31.03.2023 – 08.04.2023 – Italy Ski Trip 
31.03.2023 – End of Spring Term (School ends at usual time, no early finish) 
19.04.2023 – Year 9 Vaccines 
24.04.2023 – 26.04.2023 – A Level Art Exams 
24.04.2023 – 25.04.2023 – GCSE Art Exams 
01.05.2023 – May Bank Holiday (School Closed) 
02.05.2023 – 12.05.2023 – Year 10 Assessment Fortnight 
03.05.2023 – Year 8 Immunisations 
08.05.2023 – Coronation of King Charles II – Bank Holiday (School Closed) 
10.05.2023 – Year 11 last teaching day 
11.05.2023 – Year 11 Leavers' Day 
11.05.2023 – Year 13 last teaching day 
12.05.2023 – Year 13 Leavers' Day 
 

To see the full school term dates, go to https://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/301/term-dates 

 

Upcoming Webinar for Parents 
 

Elevate Education will be continuing their free parent support series on Tuesday 21st March at 6pm, with their 
webinar focusing on how you can help your child keep stress levels down and maximise marks on the day of the 
exam. Please feel free to sign yourself up to attend by clicking the link below. 

As a reminder, Elevate Education works with our students, delivering high impact workshops on study skills, 
motivation, wellbeing, and exam preparation. By tuning into their webinar series, you will learn how you can help 
better support your children at home through reinforcing the skills they learn at school.  The last webinar was very 
well supported by St Joan’s with 54 parents attending. 

 
Tuesday 21st March at 6:00pm – Exam Room Skills  

– Minimising Stress and Maximising Marks 
 

Click here to register for free 

Here's what Elevate will be covering: 

 What to do in the final days before any test or assessment  

 How to establish a good routine for the night before  

 How to optimise exam-room performance 

Mr Woollatt – Assistant Headteacher 

 

https://go.elevateeducation.com/e/891981/uk-schoolwebinar/nl2mq/369504804?h=FQPWHhzHM6k98HQ7_FCTkCLTajgFe43_sl03geSUop0


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

FOOD TECHNOLOGY 
>>> 

Food & Nutrition – Free Fish for our School! 
We were delighted to be one of 250 schools in the UK that received Alaska pink salmon, courtesy of the Food 
Teachers Centre and Alaska Seafood UK - 10,000 salmon fillets were sent to schools. 
 
Our school was one of the lucky schools after I put our name forward! 
 
It’s part of the Fish Heroes project, which encourages young people to learn about, cook and taste fish. Students 
also learned about the health benefits of fish in the diet (did you know that we are all recommended to eat 2 
portions a week?), as well as aspects of sustainability. Children in the UK eat just 84g of fish or fish products a 
week, of which only 21g is oily fish - way below recommendations. 
 
Students will be cooking with these shortly and learning new food skills which they will be able to use in the 
future. As part of the lesson, they also tasted the salmon dishes they prepared. Perhaps your child will be inspired 
and cook for you at home too? 
 
We hope it will be an amazing experience - from the delivery, cooking and tasting of Alaska pink salmon. 
 
We hope the students will enjoy their time and learn many important life skills. 
 
If you want to find out more, go to:  
https://foodteacherscentre.co.uk/fish-heroes/ 
https://www.alaskaseafood.org 
 

Mrs Walker  
– Food Technology Department  

MATHS >>> 

Wednesday 8th March was 'World Maths Day'. We encouraged the KS3  
students to engage with their Mathletics profiles throughout the course of  
the week. Not only were they given the chance to go up against their  
peers in school, but also other students from other schools globally! The overall winner for points and level of 
engagement is Natali A (8JW) - super impressed! A special shout out to the following students who followed 
closely behind ... Calum B, Filip W, Jasmine F, Cearney M (all in 7JD), Rhodes T (7BH), Katie N (7KL), Melvin L 
(8JW) and Lord K (8KF). Well done, prizes are coming your way!! 
 

Miss Campbell – Maths Department  

World Maths Day - Mathletics 

https://www.alaskaseafood.org/


 

  

ICT >>> 

We have received a communication 

from the Public Health Team at 

Hertfordshire County Council.  They 

have requested that information be 

shared with you all regarding their 

Winter Health Update – January 

2023. 

Their flyer has been attached to this 

newsletter for you.  

 

The Year 11 boys wrapped up their final  
season as JOA students by going  
unbeaten in the league, winning all 5  
games. This qualified them for the final,  
which they won 4-0 against St Clement  
Danes, making them the Watford District  
Premier Division Champions. After an  
even start to the game, JOA made the  
breakthrough with a goal from Alex W  
and then took control. A second goal  
from Alex W in the second half was then  
followed up by goals from Michael P and Joel M to seal the trophy.  It has been a pleasure working 
with the team and seeing them develop as individuals and players over the last 5 years.  
 
Congratulations on an amazing season!  
 
Mr Gallagher – PE Department 

PE >>> 

Year 11 Boys Football 

BUSINESS STUDIES >>> 

On Thursday 9th March the Business studies students in Years 10, 12 & 13 attended a live stream and chat 
with Amazon Web services. An insightful opportunity for our students to have a real time interaction with 
influential employees at Amazon for career progression, apprenticeships and employment opportunities.  
 
These roles were for a host of non-tech roles that can be found at AWS which play a vital role in the 
functioning of the organisation: Account Managers, Area Managers, Training Operations Specialists, 
Lawyers and Finance Experts to name a few. 
 

Mrs Wenlock – Business Studies Department  

Business and Operations with Amazon Web                
Services - Careers Chat 

A large number of lost property 
clothing items have been handed in 
to Reception.  If you recognise any 
of the items in the photographs, 
please ask your child to come to 
Student Reception to claim them.  
Thank you. 
 
School Reception 
 

RECEPTION >>> 

Lost Property 



  

ENGLISH >>> 

On Thursday 2nd March, St Joan’s celebrated World Book Day and once again we were really impressed with the 
effort that students put into their costumes. Among others, this year we saw Harry Potters, Camp Half-Blood demi-
gods, Enola Holmes, Darth Vader, the Mandalorian and Ebenezer Scrooge. Thank you to everyone that took part 
and got into the spirit of the day. 
  
There were also some great staff efforts: students were taught Geography by Rotten Romans and MFL by 
characters from Matilda.  They may also have spotted Wally on the grounds! 
  
As part of the day, Key Stage 3 students enjoyed an Author Masterclass in their lessons and in every lesson that 
students attended, they were told a section of a specific story and had a special themed lunch in the school 
café.  This year, we held a Book Hunt Quiz for the first time and are delighted to announce our winners: KS3 – 
Hanna McK (7KF); Lilia B & Toulay S (both 8BP); KS4 Jon G and Gabriel Louis L (both 11JW). 
  
So far, with the money raised at our ‘Blind Date with a Book’ sale on World Book Day and donations made by 
students who came dressed as a character, we have raised £353. The donation on MCAS remains open for the 
time being, and we politely request that anyone who has yet to pay their £1 for dressing up on the day does so as 
soon as possible, in support of our chosen cause, Read for Good. 
 
Miss O’Hagan, Curriculum Leader 
  
Student Voice 
  
I liked and enjoyed World Book Day because it was fun to get to dress up and see everyone else’s costumes, 
including staff. I decided to dress up as Ebeneezer Scrooge from ‘A Christmas Carol’ by Charles Dickens, because 
he’s my favourite character from that book, and I also enjoyed learning about it in class. My classmate Simran G 
dressed up as Stephanie from Skulduggery Pleasant and my classmate Ashley H dressed up as Hermione 
Granger from Harry Potter. These are two examples of costumes I really enjoyed seeing. I really enjoyed World 
Book Day and hope we do it every year from now on.  Sadie D, 7JW 
 
 

 

World Book Day 



  

Student Voice >>> 

Over the past few weeks, 12 BH have started to share skills with one another during form time.  This has been 
an opportunity for members of the form to practise their leading skills as well as giving us all the chance to try 
new things. So far, we have learned a variety of skills to use in everyday life, including practical, domestic, 
creative and lifesaving activities. Mrs Henderson taught us how to sew on a button and has been teaching basic 
house maintenance. Ash F expertly led a valuable course on CPR and the recovery position.  Sianne J showed 
us how to use an Epipen and has taught us fun Kpop dance moves - twice - this was brought back by popular 
demand last week!  Reigna C and Alisha G demonstrated Taekwondo kicks and self-defence, which Sianne J 
enjoyed trying out on Mrs Wilcher!  Some of the courses that we are looking forward to in the future include 
basic car maintenance, yoga, small talk, cooking and budgeting. 
 

12 Bakhita Hope  

12 Bakhita Hope - TCT Skill Sharing 

RE >>> 

St Francis Leprosy Guild Visit 
"Going to church no more makes you a Christian, than standing in a garage makes you a car”   (G.K 
Chesterton) 
 

As part of the KS5 ARC (Active Roman Catholics), we were delighted to welcome in Eileen Murray from the St 
Francis Leprosy Guild for a Year 12 lesson this week. 
 

In Year 12, students undertake a unit of work that focuses on justice for the marginalised. This includes looking at 
the work of St Teresa of Calcutta and St Damien of Molokai, both of whom worked with those who suffered from 
leprosy. 
 

During the presentation, students were reminded of Catholic Social Teaching and our duty to help those in 
need.  They were also reminded of the importance of our duty to promote human dignity as we are all made in the 
image and likeness of God. 
 

Students also learnt about the impact of leprosy and the work of the guild around the world and were challenged to 
make a difference in the world by supporting the charity in their work. 
 

The students were fully engaged and are now beginning to think about actions that they could take to support this 
wonderful charity and inspire others to do the same. 
 

RE Department  



 

 
 

 

Department >>> 

 
 

Title 

Text 

 

PFA News 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
There is still time to get tickets for our Ladies Fashion Show & Pop-up Shop  
event, selling high street clothing brands at 50% off or more!  To book  
tickets click here, refreshments (Licensed Bar) will be available on the night  
and you could also be in with a chance of winning some fabulous raffle  
prizes! 
 
 

• Date: Wednesday 22nd March 2023, doors open 6:30pm, show starts  
7:00pm - till late. 

• Location: St Joan of Arc (Sports Hall), Ticket Price: £6.00 per adult,  

• £3.00 for students or 3 x adult tickets for £15.00. 
 

Dates for your Diaries 
 

• 30th March - Use Again Uniform - pop in and pick up what you need (7:00pm - 8.30pm).  

• Spring Raffle - Launch date to be confirmed - Win a pair of Harry Styles concert tickets, plus lots            
of other lovely prizes.   

• 24th November - 2023 Moor Park Winter Ball, more information to follow later in the year.  
 

Use Again Uniform Donations 
 

 

If you have any items you would like to donate that are in a good condition, please wash/dry, put them in     
a bag and hand them into the school office for the attention of the PFA.   
 
 

Unwanted Gifts 
 

To support our fundraising activities, we are looking for unwanted gifts. If you have something you think 
would make a lovely prize or could be included in a hamper, please drop it off to the school office for the 
attention of the PFA.  
 
 

Want to keep up to date with PFA news & upcoming events? 
 

Please follow us on:-  Twitter, Instagram and our “NEW” Facebook page  If you would like to get involved 
or join the PFA team please contact us via email at pfa.herts.sch.uk.  We would love to hear from you! 

 

Need New School Uniform?            

Many of the items on the uniform list can be purchased from a range of high street retailers, although some will need to be 
obtained from the following providers: 
 

Beat School Uniforms (Watford) T: 020 3362 2930 W: https://beatschooluniforms.co.uk/ 
Pullens (Northwood)   T: 01923 840050 W: https://www.uniform4kids.com/ 
 

Did you know? 
 

The PFA have a large stock of good quality second hand uniform.  Please email them directly for help at: 
pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk 
 
 

  

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/pfajoa/#.Y-Ila3bP1PY
https://twitter.com/JOA_PFA
https://www.instagram.com/joa_pfa/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100082131105498
mailto:pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

As we continue our journey 
through Lent, we should look to 
deepen our commitment to 
spiritual growth, particularly if 
our resolve is waning ... or hasn't 
quite got going yet. Perhaps 
recommitting to abstaining from 
meat on Friday, or going without 
breakfast could be a first step in 
the ways of abstinence and 
fasting. Many of our older 
students will have their Lent 
Mass next week, celebrated by 
their own year-group's priest 
who they will see regularly 
throughout their senior years at 
the school. 

In these latter weeks, we will 
also see an increase in 
fundraising activities as we 
respond to Catholic Social 
Teaching's call to support the 
poor and contribute to the 
Common Good. There will be a 
number of bake sales, 
competitions and tournaments 
so please look out for ways to 
contribute through MCAS, and 
encourage your child to carry a 
little bit more cash on them so 
that they don't miss out on any 
of these pop-up activities. 
 

coming soon >>> 

In Future Issues… 

Message from the Head 

Chaplains Corner 

and much more! 

 
Chaplain’s Corner  

thoughts... final 

Deacon Liam Lynch 
– School Chaplain 
 

 

High Street, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 1HG    

T: 01923 773881   E: admin@joa.herts.sch.uk 

Facebook: JOARickmansworth - Instagram: joarickmansworth - Twitter: JOA_Official  
Headteacher: Mrs Bernadette O’Hanlon M.A., FCCT 

Contact Us >>> 

As we close in on the great 
feast of Easter, I encourage all 
our families to consider their 
attendance at Mass, the 
central element of our worship 
as Catholics. In our synodal 
discussions almost all students 
that don't regularly attend 
Mass said they would if it was 
a feature of family life. It would 
appear that COVID has 
destroyed teenage-rebellion 
and left the majority with a 
desire for meaningful activity 
together as a family. So why 
not familiarise yourself with the 
Mass times locally and make 
Mass part of your Lenten 
preparations if it isn't part of 
family life already. 
 


