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Dear Parents & Carers, 
 

Our last newsletter was published as we started a period of national mourning for the 
demise of Queen Elizabeth II.  This coincided with the launch of the new house system 
which was marked with the celebration of Mass and a whole school sponsored walk.  
During the Mass we reflected on the lives and virtues of our new house saints and 
how they go before us as role models encouraging us to live the lives we have been 
called to through our Baptism.  It struck me just how many of our Saint’s virtues can 
be seen through the service of Queen Elizabeth II, her deep faith, her fortitude in 
challenging times and the wisdom and sound counsel she gave to the people she met.  
We continue to pray for the repose of her soul and for those who mourn her passing.  
We pray also for King Charles III, that his reign will equally be marked by the same 
faith, wisdom and fortitude so well modelled by his mother.  Today representatives 
from all the schools in our Trust (ASCAT) attended a Mass at Holy Rood Primary 
School offered up for the Queen and her family. 
 

JOA
A 

A fortnightly update for parents and carers on what’s happening at St Joan’s 

Message from the Head 

As a Catholic School we are committed to the common good, which is why groups within the school will embark on 
fundraising efforts to support charities who are best placed to care for those we are unable to directly help.  In this 
newsletter are several examples.  We are mindful that for many families these are financially uncertain times and 
we do not wish to make anyone feel under pressure to donate money to charities which they cannot afford to do.  
However, we are also aware that so many charities are equally struggling to carry out their essential work due to a 
lack of funding.  We will continue to fundraise when we can for charities that strike a chord with the school 
community, but there will be no expectations or judgements made on the level of response to any appeals. 
 

Finally, any discord we have to help resolve between our students, has its roots in the misuse of social media.  
Please, as parents who own your child’s phone, continue to check their use of social media regularly.  
Accompanying this newsletter is Herts for Learning’s latest Online Safety News, offering a range of tips, advice 
and support for parents and carers to keep their children safe when online. 
 

Mrs O’Hanlon - Headteacher 
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“Fun, exciting, challenging and innovative activities!!”  Last June was the official launch of STEM@JOA during 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) Club Week. 
 
Our students took part in club events which were held over three weeks by Design & Technology (D&T), 
Computing, Mathematics and Science.  This year’s theme was ‘Launching into Space’. 
 
Due to the heatwave in August, we had to move our competition day for ‘Building Rockets’ until after the summer 
holidays.  Now that we are back at school we were able to go ahead and the competition took place on Thursday 
15th September.  The aim was for students to create a prototype rocket, whose rocket goes the highest – WINS! 
 
            First Place        Second Place   Third Place 

      Ethan Vurdien, 10JD  Kimberly Ortiz, 8JD     Conor O’Sullivan, 9JW 
 

 
 

Well done to all the students who participated – you all made such amazing rockets!  Thank you so much to our 
STEM leaders for all their hard work for the support and running of the STEM club. 
 
STEM Leaders are: 
 

Gabriel Louis Legaspi, Joseph Morrisroe, Helena Grennan, AG Genovea, Edward McQuaid, Kelly Ortiz,                    
Amelie Jones, Amy Brown, Jon Gawan and Oliver Sadowski. 
 
Also, a big thank you to our amazing teachers Mr Dignam, Mr Ebbage and Mr Akinsowon. 
 
STEM Club will be taking place again this year– keep an eye out in the newsletter for more information. 
 

Miss Claasens 
Science Enrichment 
Coordinator 

STEM – Launching Rockets Competition 



Recruitment >>> 
  

Examination Invigilators 

We are looking to recruit a number of exam invigilators to join our friendly team and work with us during 
our school’s exam periods, mainly March, May/June and November/early December. We would want 
invigilators to be available for a reasonable number of hours per week during all these periods. Whilst it 
is possible to work only morning or afternoons, preference will be given to those who can work all day. 
Candidates must be well organised, flexible, confident in dealing with young people and able to remain 
calm under pressure.  Experience is not essential as full training will be given. 
 
We have additional vacancies for candidates 

·         who are willing to act as a reader and/or scribe to an individual student. 
·         who are able to set up and manage the invigilation of students in the computer suite. 

 
Full training for these roles will be given. 
The current basic rate is £10 per hour plus holiday pay. 
 
Closing Date: 5th October 2022 
Interviews week commencing: 17th October 2022 
Training week commencing: 7th November 2022 
 
 
 

HR Department 

We are already making plans and preparations to welcome large numbers of visitors to the school who wish to 

consider St Joan’s as the secondary school of choice for their children at our Open Events on the evening of 

Thursday 6th and the morning of Friday 7th October. 

To facilitate these events, school will close slightly earlier at 2:00pm on Thursday 6th to enable the school to be 

prepared to receive our visitors and allow students to go home and have some rest and food before for all those 

who will be returning to support the activities and events taking place during the Open Evening. Whilst the evening 

officially starts at 6:00pm, students are expected to be back on site at 5:30pm to be ready for the evening which 

will end at 9:00pm.  

On Friday 7th October we hold an ‘Open Morning’ where parents can view students participating in lessons. School 

will close after the ‘Open Morning’ has finished at 12:30pm to facilitate staff training. Thank you in anticipation of 

your support. 

For any of our current parents who are planning to make an application for a sibling to join us in September 
2023, our Admission Policy and Supplementary Information Form are available on the ‘Admissions’ section of 
our website for you to download.  Alternatively, please ask your child to collect an Admission Pack from the 
student reception. 
   
Mrs O’Hanlon - Headteacher 

Open Evening Thursday 6th October  
and Open Morning Friday 7th October 



 

 

  
MFL >>> 
 

 

 

 

The MFL department is very excited to announce ‘Languages week’ which will take place 
from Monday 26th September.  
 
There will be various competitions for Year 7, Year 8 and Year 9, and thanks to the PFA we are able to award 
Amazon vouchers as prizes. We encourage students to participate in this event. For the first time, we are 
holding a Year 7 Languages themed bake off where Year 7 will bring in their fabulous cakes to the MFL 
Department on Monday 26th September. Students who donate their cakes to sell will be helping a very good 
cause - Macmillan Cancer Research as proceeds will be donated to this fantastic charity. Please see the 
posters below for the Year 8 and Year 9 competitions which will take place during the course of next week.  
 
Thank you for your amazing support in this adventure. 
 
Miss Agostini and the MFL department 
 

 

Languages Week 



 

  

Library >>> 

 

Overdue Books 
A reminder from the Library that we need your overdue 

library books. 

 

We currently have over 200 books overdue – that’s 200 less 

books for other students to use.  Students with outstanding 

books will have already been sent individual emails reminding 

them to return their books but it would be a great help if you, 

the parents, could help us in finding any school library books 

that might still be at home, and ensure that they are returned. 

 

There are no fines, we will just be happy to have them back. 

 

Mrs O’Brien – Library Manager 

The Macmillan Coffee Morning 
takes place on Friday 30th 
September and is an event we 
have supported for many years.   
 
The school community have 
always been incredibly generous, 
either by baking, selling and 
buying cakes, or by simply making 
online donations.  We would like to 
host a traditional Macmillan Coffee 
Morning with a cake sale, but due 
to the building works we will run a 
‘Virtual Coffee Morning’ in the 
same way as we did last year.  

Charity >>> 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 
We would therefore like to ask you 
to consider donating online, 
possibly equivalent to either the cost 
of the ingredients that may have 
gone into the cakes that would have 
been baked, or the money that 
would have been spent buying 
them. 
 
You can do so via the ‘My Child at 
School’ app.  Any amount will be 
greatly appreciated and we thank 
you in advance for your support. 

Miss Devlin – Assistant Headteacher 



Maths >>> 
 

  

29.09.2022 – Staff Development Day  

                      (School closed to students) 

30.09.2022 – Jerome House Feast Day 

30.09.2022 – Macmillan Coffee Morning 

06.10.2022 – Open Evening 

07.10.2022 – Open Morning 

10.10.2022 – Kolbe House Feast Day 

12.10.2022 – School Careers Day 

20.10.2022 – Certificates Evening 

21.10.2022 – Staff Development Day  

                      (School closed to students) 

24.10.2022 – 28.10.2022 – Autumn Half Term 

 

To see the full school term dates, go to 

https://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/301/term-

dates 

PE >>> 

RE >>> 

‘Shine the Night’ Walk 
On Saturday 24th September, Mrs Kalirai,  Miss Butler, Miss Campbell, Miss 

Harabagiu and Mr Berry will be taking on the marathon ‘Shine the Night’ walk 

through London to raise money for Cancer Research UK. 

We would be super grateful if you were able to donate to such an amazing 

cause (https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/joa-maths-department-

giving-page-3422). 

You can follow our journey and show your support on our Instagram 

page@joa_maths. 

Thank you in advance for your support! 

Miss Campbell – Maths Teacher 

 

Last Saturday, I swam 2 miles in a local lake as the 
‘Swim Serpentine’ in Hyde Park couldn’t take place this 
year. 
 
By the time the next newsletter comes out, I should 
have (hopefully) completed the London Marathon. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has donated helping me 
clear £5,000 for ‘Young Lives vs Cancer’ who support 
families battling childhood cancer.  Reaching this 
target means that I have ordered my inflatable unicorn 
costume – I just hope it’s comfortable to run in! 
 
Anyone who would still like to donate can visit: 
justgiving.com/liamscancerchallenges 

Fundraising – Young Lives vs Cancer 

Deacon Liam 

https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/joa-maths-department-giving-page-3422
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/joa-maths-department-giving-page-3422


 

  

PFA News 
Use Again School Uniform Event 
 
On 27th September 2022 at 7:00pm in the school canteen, the PFA will be running a ‘Use Again School 
Uniform Event’.  All items are free and are in good condition, hopefully we will have what you need.  Light 
refreshments will be available.  If you have any items that you would like to donate, please drop them into the 
school office. 
 

PFA Annual General Meeting (AGM) 18th October 2022 
 
We would like to give notice of the AGM of the Association of Parents and Friends of St Joan of Arc School, to 
be held on 18th October 2022 at 7:30pm in the school canteen. 
 
The PFA plays a vital part in the school community and we would like to invite you to join us and support the 
AGM.  This is your chance to hear and see how the funds you have helped to raise have been used for the 
benefit of the students at our school. 
 
The AGM is also an opportunity to elect PFA Committee members, who represent the association throughout 
the forthcoming year.  If you would like any further information about being a Committee Member email 
pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk 
 
 
 

PFA Updates 
 
Want to keep up to date with PFA news and details of their upcoming events?  

 
Please follow them on: - Twitter, Instagram and our “NEW” Facebook page if you would like to get involved or join 
the PFA team please contact them via email at pfa.herts.sch.uk. They would love to hear from you! 

 

PFA Fundraising Activities 

 
Throughout the year we also have ongoing fundraising activities, see below for more information: 

• Sign up to easyfundraising, every time you shop online our PFA gets a donation on your behalf at                
no cost to you, sign up here. 

 
• Participate in our online school lottery by visiting: https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-

joan-of-arc (108 tickets sold, 92 still available) 
 

• Donate to our Space to Breathe and Reconnect Project - Creating Inspiring Outdoor Spaces for Students 
by visiting: https://app.investmycommunity.com/fundraise/st-joan-of-arc-catholic-secondary-school-
parents-and-friends-ass-2366, £957.50 raised so far, thank you to those who have donated. 

 
 
 

mailto:pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk
https://twitter.com/JOA_PFA
https://www.instagram.com/joa_pfa/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100082131105498
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjoanarcPfa/
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-joan-of-arc
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-joan-of-arc
https://app.investmycommunity.com/fundraise/st-joan-of-arc-catholic-secondary-school-parents-and-friends-ass-2366
https://app.investmycommunity.com/fundraise/st-joan-of-arc-catholic-secondary-school-parents-and-friends-ass-2366


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

This week the Church 
celebrated the feast of Saint 

Matthew.  

The calling of Matthew is one of 
Pope Francis’ favourite moments 
in the Gospels and he used this 
encounter between Jesus and 
Matthew as the inspiration behind 
his papal motto: miserando atque 
eligendo, which is Latin for “having 
mercy on him, he called him”. 
 
Being merciful to others is a key 
part of a peaceful community, not 
only in forgiving those who have 
wronged us, but in reaching out to 
help others to change. At the 
beginning of the school year, we 
should make a special effort to 
allow others to leave last year 
behind and change - especially 
those who have hurt or betrayed 
us. 

Let us ask God to help us be 
merciful, allowing ourselves and 
others to have a fresh start this 
year. 

 

coming soon >>> 

In Future Issues… 

Message from the Head 

Chaplains Corner 

and much more! 

 
Chaplain’s Corner  

thoughts... final 

Deacon Liam Lynch – School Chaplain 
 

 

High Street, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 1HG    

T: 01923 773881   E: admin@joa.herts.sch.uk 

Facebook: JOARickmansworth - Instagram: joarickmansworth - Twitter: JOA_Official  
Headteacher: Mrs Bernadette O’Hanlon M.A., FCCT 

Contact Us >>> 


