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Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
Many thanks for the efforts you have made this week 
in finding ways to get your children to and from 
school, on Monday and Tuesday.  I know this was not 
easy but the efforts you made are a really powerful 
statement to your children of the value you place on 
their education and particularly classroom-based 
learning.  I am aware that for a very small number of 
families it was not possible to find alternative 
solutions.  I continue to encourage parents to reach 
out to each other and develop support networks so 
that in times such as disruption to public transport, 
you are able to call on each other for help.  As we 
now know the public examinations are not a deterrent 
for strike action. 
 
Last week, Deacon Liam and I had the pleasure of 
meeting a number of our Parish Priests to look at 
ways of creating greater links between our school 
and the large number of parishes you all represent. It 
has been a long time since we have been able to 
have meetings in school with our clergy and it 
provided us with a great opportunity to discuss how 
we can work together to support the faith formation of 
your children. 
 
You will see from today’s newsletter, which has a 
completely new look, that your children are 
continuing to have a rich learning experience both 
inside and outside the classroom.  I am grateful for 
the commitment and enthusiasm of our staff who 
continue to provide a wide and varied provision for 
all. 
 
Don’t forget that the school is closed to students on 
Monday 27th June – except for those taking public 
exams – as Teachers have a Staff Development Day. 
 
With blessings for the week ahead. 

Mrs O’Hanlon - Headteacher 

On Tuesday 7th June a class of 13 students visited Rickmansworth Waitrose 

where we were treated to a 1 ½ hour tour of the building. The tour included 

behind the scene areas such as goods-in for their deliveries, chillers and 

freezer areas to get a better understanding of food safety checks within the 

industry.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The staff were extremely knowledgeable and showed the students how to fillet 

a fresh fish and debone a leg of lamb.  We sampled cheese, cooked meats 

and pastries and were all given a goodie bag to take home. They encouraged 

the students to come back and ask for ideas for their coursework in the future.  

Mrs Walker – Curriculum Leader of Food and Nutrition 

 

 

JOA
A 

A fortnightly update for parents and carers on what’s happening at St Joan’s 

“Kind thanks to the 

staff at Waitrose in 

Rickmansworth for 

their time and 

hospitality.” 

 



 

  

Dates for Diaries 

Geography >>> 

Year 10 Rivers Field Trip 
On the 16th and 17th  June, over 120 Year 10 Geography students 

visited different sites along the River Chess to collect data as part of 

their preparations for their Geography GCSE. Despite the very hot 

conditions, they worked incredibly hard to collect accurate data and 

analyse it to form conclusions about changes along the rivers course. 

Well done on your hard work Year 10 Geographers! 

 

Mrs St Ledger - Curriculum Leader of Geography 

Over the week form groups and staff from across the school took part in 

Geography challenges and quizzes. Well done to the following forms who 

over the 5 days scored the highest points across all of the quizzes to be the 

best in their year group:  

Year 7 - 7 Frances and 7 Theresa  
Year 8 - 8 Clare 
Year 9 - 9 Alban 
Year 10 - 10 Alban and 10 Frances 
 
An especially huge congratulations to Ryan Daniel, Szymon Palacz, 
Harrison Humphreys and Dominic Beardon (all 7 Alban) who all showed 
exceptional geographical knowledge to become winners of the Year 7 after 
school Worldwise Quiz on Thursday 9th June. 
 
Mrs St Ledger – Curriculum Leader of Geography 

27.06.2022 – Staff Development Day  

(School closed to all students) 

 

30.06.2022 – Year 13 Prom 

 

04.07.2022 – Year 11 Prom 

 

14.07.2022 – New Year 7 Induction Day 

 

15.07.2022 – Sports Day @ Woodside Stadium 

 

20.07.2022 – Term Ends at 12.10pm 

 

To see the full school term dates, go to  

https://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/301/term-dates 

Geography >>> 

Worldwise Week                    
6th – 10th June 2022 



History & RE >>> 
 

  

Year 8 History & RE Trip 
to meet King Henry VIII 

PE >>> 

Sporting Congratulations 

Year 12 visit to 
The Catholic Worker 
Farm 

Eight Year 12 students were selected 

to visit The Catholic Worker Farm 

who are a local charity offering 

homes to female and child refugees. 

We have been collecting for them and 

you may remember the school 

requesting donations of toilet roll 

recently – we loaded up the mini bus 

with these donations and delivered 

them to very grateful volunteers and 

residents.   

Thank you very much for all your 

support! 

 

Mrs Goodwin – Assistant 

Curriculum Leader of RE 

 

 

Fifty Year 8 students were selected for their outstanding effort and participation 

across both History and RE and were rewarded with a trip to St Albans 

Cathedral to meet King Henry VIII! 

Students witnessed an outstanding 

performance which conveyed the 

character, reasoning and impacts of 

King Henry’s break with Rome and 

divorce of Catherine of Aragon.  

Well done to Hannah Mahon (Year 10) who has been selected for the 
Middlesex County Girls U15 team. 
 
Hannah trains with Ruislip Rugby Club and has shown great levels of passion 
and drive in order to achieve her latest place in the County Team.  Well done 
Hannah, very well deserved, no doubt you will continue to progress with your 
Rugby performances. 
 

Mrs Kane, Physical Education Teacher 

Planning ahead for September?  

Need new uniform? 

 

Many of the items on the uniform list 

can be purchased from a range of high 

street retailers, although some will 

need to be obtained from the following 

providers: 

 

Beat School Uniforms (Watford) 

T: 020 3362 2930 

W: https://beatschooluniforms.co.uk/ 

 

Pullens (Northwood) 

T: 01923 840050 

W: https://www.uniform4kids.com/ 

 

Did you know? 

The PFA have a large stock of good 

quality second hand uniform.  Please 

email them directly for help at: 

pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk 

 

Can’t make it into Watford this 

summer? 

Then come to JOA on the 28th July and 

11th August from 10am – 4pm 

where Beat School Uniforms will be 

holding their Pop-Up Shops. 

 

  

School Uniform            

Students demonstrated their clear 

engagement and curiosity for the 

subject with some provocative and 

entertaining questions for King 

Henry VIII at the end of the session.  

Mr Cooper and Miss Gaughan – Curriculum Leaders of History & RE 
 

 

mailto:pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk


  

English >>> 

Creative Writing 
Competition 
Calling all budding writers! 
 
A creative writing competition is now open for your entries.   
 
All Year Groups are welcome to enter with short stories, 
poems or non-fiction.  The winner will have their submission 
published in ‘The Arc’ creative writing magazine next 
academic year.  Closing date is 8th July and the winners will 
be announced during the final week of term. 
 
If you are interested please see the attached flyer for details. 
 
Good luck everyone! 
 
Mr Davis, English Teacher 

The annual SSP Sports Awards took place on Monday 20th June with some of                
our students being nominated.  The nominees were up against a large number          
of schools but they all did exceptionally well and we are extremely proud of them. 
 

Team of the Year 
The Chess Cup Team 
 

Sports Leaders of the Year 
Dominic Tucker, 10 Campion; Anni McLoughlin, 9 More & Sam Williamson,              
9 Campion 
 

Exceptional Sports Performer of the Year 
Orlaith Graham, 10 Ward 
 

Contribution to School Sports 
Kaitlyn Mcluskey, 8 Bede 
 

Young Official of the Year 
Amy Byrne, 10 Bede 
 

A special mention to Amy who placed 1st in her category and to the Chess Cup 
Team who placed 3rd.  Congratulations to all of the nominees and winners! 
 
Miss Bowden – Physical Education Teacher 

PE >>> 

Student Success at the SSP Sports Awards 

PE >>> 

The ACES National Football Tournament took place last 
weekend in Nottingham. 
 
Seven of our Year 9 students are members of the                    
St Joseph’s Youth ’88 Football Club and qualified for the 
Tournament. 
 
Congratulations to the following students for making it 
through to the final.   
 
Bradley Cocklin – 9 Bede 
Conor Rosario – 9 Campion 
Finlay O’Connell Clough – 9 More 
Dylan McManus – 9 Bede 
Ethan Sylvester – 9 Campion 
Conor Smyth – 9 Clare 
Joe Navarro – 9 Bede 
 
Sadly, they lost on penalties, but by being National 
finalists they are now deemed as one of the top two 
teams in their age group, in the country which is an 
amazing achievement.   
 
Well done boys, we are very proud of you! 

ACES National Tournament 



 

Library >>> 
 

  

 

Summer Reading 

PFA >>> 

Updates from the PFA 

Claim to Fame! 

Our very own Mr Davis, English 

Teacher, is one of the contributors for 

Series 3 of The Graham Norton Book 

Club podcast which was launched last 

week on Audible.   

Mr Davis will be appearing on 

episodes 1, 4, 5 & 10.  If you would 

like to listen but are not paying for 

Audible you can sign up for a free 

trial. 

Congratulations to Mr Davis! 

 

Reading during the school break is a great way to avoid the summer dip that 

inevitably occurs when children are out of school for an extended period as well 

as creating a positive association with reading as something to do for pleasure, 

not just in term time. 

 

Evidence suggests that children who read for enjoyment every day not only 

perform better in reading tests than those who don’t, but also develop a broader 

vocabulary, increased general knowledge and a better understanding of other 

cultures. 

  

In fact, reading for pleasure is more likely to determine whether a child does 

well at school than their social or economic background.  

 

Also, according to the National Literacy Trust, children who enjoy reading are 

three times more likely to have good mental wellbeing than children who don’t. 

Donations for Use Again School Uniform Event - We would like to host 
another event in July and are in need of stock.  If you have any items you 
would like to donate that are in a good condition, please wash/dry, put 
them in a bag and hand them into the school office for the attention of the 
PFA. 

 

Space to Breathe & Reconnect - Creating Inspiring Outdoor Spaces for 

Students - total so far is £788, this is an ongoing fundraising activity, to 

help students gain back some sense of positivity by creating some 

inspiring outdoor spaces where students can relax, exercise, collect their 

thoughts and enhance their wellbeing. Giving them time to breathe and 

reconnect with friends and with themselves during the busy school 

day.   To make a regular or one off donation click here. 

 

The PFA Committee 

 

Please be aware that the school 
is no longer using ‘MyEd’.  
Therefore, for all student 
absence reporting please call 
the main school telephone 
number 01923 773881 and 
choose Option 1.  Alternatively, 
email the school 
at admin@joa.herts.sch.uk 

Reporting Absence 
 Mrs O’Brien – Library Manager 

 

 

Follow the PFA… 
 

Want to keep up to date with PFA 
news and details of their upcoming 
events?   
 
Please follow them on:-  
 

Twitter 
Instagram  
and our “NEW” 

Facebook page 
 

If you would like to get involved or 
join the PFA team please contact 
them via email at pfa.herts.sch.uk   
 
They would love to hear from you! 

https://app.investmycommunity.com/fundraise/st-joan-of-arc-catholic-secondary-school-parents-and-friends-ass-2366
mailto:admin@joa.herts.sch.uk
https://twitter.com/JOA_PFA
https://www.instagram.com/joa_pfa/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100082131105498


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

Every June we cannot avoid the word 

'PRIDE'. 
 

June had been rebranded as PRIDE month - an 

awareness month for the LGBT+ community. 
 

Yet the word 'pride' can often be seen as a 

negative, and we cannot deny that there are 

some tensions between what many people 

believe the Catholic Church teaches and the 

intentions of the Pride movement. 
 

We should never be ashamed of who we are. 

As a human we carry a special dignity which 

Catholics believe comes from our being made 

in the image and likeness of God. How we 

think, feel and act cannot change our dignity, 

worth or value as a human person. 
 

We do however, have the ability to forget this 

dignity and to act against this dignity in the 

way we think and act towards ourselves and 

others. Thoughts and behaviours that do not 

honour this dignity is what we call sin. Sin 

harms ourselves and others, yet it does not 

diminish our worth or value - our dignity. This 

is most clearly shown through Jesus who died 

for the sins of the world to establish without 

doubt the love God has for each of us, and the 

dignity we each possess. 

 

Before there was 'Pride' there was 'The Sacred 

Heart of Jesus'. The Solemnity of the Most 

Sacred Heart of Jesus falls on the second 

Friday after Pentecost. Because this feast 

always falls in June, the month of June has 

traditionally been a month of devotion to the 

Sacred Heart. 

 

The Sacred Heart reminds us of how much we 

are all loved by God - we are worth dying for! 

This is true whether we are hetero or 

homosexual. Whether we identify as male or 

female, or something else entirely. Whether 

black, white or any shade in-between. 

Whether African, Asian, European or from 

any other corner of the planet. The love of 

God has no bounds, his Sacred Heart was 

pierced for all. This is the true theme of June 

and the lens through which all other 

movements which seek to recognise the 

dignity of other persons should be seen. 

 

To be aware of this dignity is the true meaning 

of the word ‘pride’. 

coming soon >>> 

In Future Issues… 

Message from the Head 

Chaplains Corner 

DofE Qualifying Expeditions 

STEM Club 

and much more! 

 
Chaplain’s Corner  

thoughts... final 

Deacon Liam Lynch – School Chaplain 
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