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Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
The Year 11 & Sixth Form Proms which have taken 
place over the last two weeks serve as a reminder of all 
that is good about the St Joan’s community. 
 

• The commitment of the staff to ensure that our 
students are able to celebrate the end of a momentous 
journey in their school careers – I wish to express my 
thanks to Mr Briggs and his tutor team, Miss Miller and 
Mrs Rath, the Year 11 tutors and all those staff who 
came to share the evenings with the students. 

• To you as parents for supporting your children on their 
journey and enabling them to attend their Prom with all 
the refineries that make these evenings so glamorous 
and special. 

• Finally, to the students themselves who, whilst fully 
engaged in their celebrations, generated such positive 
and appreciative responses from those who managed 
the venues in which the Proms were held.  The 
Manager at The Grange commented on the values that 
have been taught and embraced by the Sixth Formers 
whilst staff at The Village Hotel said that our Year 11’s 
were the loveliest Year Group they have had.  As staff 
we were thanked so many times by students. 

 
To all Year 11 & 13 students we send you a heartfelt 
thank you from us all for giving us the pleasure of being 
with you throughout your time at St Joan’s.  Enjoy the 
summer and embrace with confidence whatever the 
future holds.  For those who are returning, we look 
forward to seeing you in September. 
 
There will be one more newsletter before we break up 
for the summer holidays and this will be published on 
Tuesday 19th July.  
 
With blessings for the week ahead. 

Mrs O’Hanlon - Headteacher 

On the 20th to the 22nd June, 79 students embarked on their 
final Duke of Edinburgh Bronze and Silver Qualifying 
Expeditions supported by Mr Naylor, Dr Keenlyside, Mr Potter, 
Mr Kipps, Mr Berry, Ocean Rock Adventure and myself. The 
sun was shining which was a challenge for the students who 
had large bags to carry. All students worked well together in 
their groups of between 5 and 7 to navigate, walk, cook, camp 
and support each other. They were a credit to St Joan of Arc 
and all achieved their goals. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Marshall – Curriculum Leader of Music 

JOA
A 

A fortnightly update for parents and carers on what’s happening at St Joan’s 

Comments from the Silver Group 
 

“Duke of Edinburgh, well that was 
something” - “Definitely was a 

long 3 days” – “Both hated it and 
loved it” - “It was 100% worth it” - 

“We have learnt so much” - 
“Character building, we built our 

confidence and how to appreciate 
the world and of course…that 

everything comes from the 
ground” 



 

 

  

Dates for Diaries 

Pastoral Support >>> 

Year 6 – 7 Transition Day 
We had a fabulous morning today welcoming our single-entry students. 

 

This morning gave them an opportunity to make friendships ahead of the full 

transition day next Thursday 14th July. 

 

On transition day students will have the  

opportunity to get to know the students in  

their form group, their form tutor and  

experience some lessons from staff. 

 

The Pastoral Team are really looking  

forward to getting to know all of our 

new students and help them settle in to  

St Joan’s. 

 

 

 

Mr O’Reilly – Year 7 Learning Coordinator & Mr Asif – Year 7 Pastoral 

Support 

 

Monday saw the first of three Art 
masterclasses for Year 9 students 
who have chosen Art for their 
GCSEs.   
 
Students spent the morning 
expanding their watercolour 
techniques and constructing clay 
lizards. 
 
Mrs Henderson – Teacher of Art 

11.07.2022 – Year 8 Work Shadowing Day 

14.07.2022 – New Year 7 Induction Day 

14.07.2022 – New Year 7 Parents Welcome at 

6.30pm 

15.07.2022 – Sports Day @ Woodside Stadium 

20.07.2022 – Term Ends at 12.10pm 

02.09.2022 – New Year 7’s first day 

05.09.2022 – All Students return 

18.08.2022 – A Level Results Day 

25.08.2022 – GCSE Results Day 

 

To see the full school term dates, go to  

https://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/301/term-dates 

Art >>> 

Masterclass 



 

Sixth Form>>> 
 

  

RE >>> 

Sixth Form Taster Day 

MATHS >>> 

Shine Night Walk 

Year 7 & 8 Justice & 
Peace Studies 
In RE students in Year 7 & Year 8 
have been studying justice and 
peace. Year 7 looked at the 
injustices of trade and the work of 
the Fairtrade movement. They 
have been encouraged to buy 
Fairtrade products where possible, 
including things like chocolate, 
bananas, tea and coffee, 
Year 8 focused on food poverty.  
 
They looked at the work of the 
Trussell Trust that run many of the 
food banks in Britain. They have 
been asked to bring in items to 
support one of our local 
foodbanks.  
 
As part of our school mission 
statement we are showing our 
love for Christ by supporting those 
in need. Year 8 hope that their 
work will inspire others. 
 
Miss Gaughan – Curriculum 
Leader of RE 

 

On Tuesday 28th June the Sixth Form Team welcomed back a large number of 

our Year 11 students, as well as several external candidates, for our Sixth Form  

Taster Day. 

A big thank you to all the teaching 
staff who took part in ensuring the 
day went smoothly and for offering 
an insight into our wonderful Post 16  
subjects and our great teaching at St 
Joan of Arc.  

 
The students had a very insightful 
and enjoyable day. I look forward to 
welcoming all students back to 
school on August 25th for the GCSE 
results day, which is also our Sixth 
Form enrolment day.  

 

The Mathematics department will be taking a marathon ‘Shine Night Walk’ around the 
capital’s biggest sites to raise money to support Cancer Research UK.  We will be setting 
off at 7.45pm on Saturday 24th September.  The 26.2 mile tour will start at Southwark Park 
and will finish at Monument station. 
 
Please follow our Instagram page @joa_maths where we will be documenting our journey! 
 
If you would like to dig deep to support this incredible charity, you can donate via our Just 
Giving page (https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/joa-maths-department-giving-

page-3422).  All donations will go towards funding the continue research for cancer 

treatments.  1 in 2 people are expected to develop cancer at some point in their lifetime.  
It is likely that we will all know somebody who has been affected by cancer which makes 
Cancer Research’s work so far reaching.   
 
Thank you in advance for your support! 
 

Miss Campbell, Maths Teacher 

Planning ahead for September?  

Need new uniform? 

 

Many of the items on the uniform list 

can be purchased from a range of high 

street retailers, although some will 

need to be obtained from the following 

providers: 

 

Beat School Uniforms (Watford) 

T: 020 3362 2930 

W: https://beatschooluniforms.co.uk/ 

 

Pullens (Northwood) 

T: 01923 840050 

W: https://www.uniform4kids.com/ 

 

Did you know? 

The PFA have a large stock of good 

quality second hand uniform.  Please 

email them directly for help at: 

pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk 

 

Can’t make it into Watford this 

summer? 

Then come to JOA on the 28th July and 

11th August from 10am – 4pm 

where Beat School Uniforms will be 

holding their Pop-Up Shops. 

 

  

School Uniform            

Term will start on Monday 5th 
September for our new Year 12 
cohort. 
 
Enjoy your summer break. 

 
Miss Evans – Curriculum Leader 
of Sixth Form (from Sept) 
 

 

https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/joa-maths-department-giving-page-3422
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/joa-maths-department-giving-page-3422
mailto:pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk


  

Clubs >>> 

Ships Ahoy! 
Year 7 Sailing Club - It’s been a delight to get the sailing 
club back to BLYM on the Aquadrome. This year’s 
students have really risen to the challenge and have 
learned amazing new skills so quickly.  
 

Last week, we had a properly windy afternoon and to see 
the sailors control their boats around a course after only 4 
sessions was terrific.  
 
Over the years, St Joan’s students have gone on to become 
really good sailors and some to become qualified 
instructors following their first introductions through our 
school club. I wouldn't be surprised if many of this year's 
group go on to do likewise. 
 
Mr Ritchie – Careers / Enterprise Coordinator 

The annual District Athletics Championships took place last week.  
Over 100 students from St Joan’s represented the school and we 
had some fantastic results. 
 
Congratulations to the following athletes for their successes. 
 
James Holdsworth (8 Clare) won the 1500m 
Keelan Sweeney (10 Alban) came 2nd in the 800m 
Shane Walsh (7 Ward) came 3rd in the 200m 
Izzy Sutcliffe (8 Theresa) came 3rd in the 800m 
Anni McLoughlin (9 More) came 3rd in the 100m 
Abigail Wickens (10 Clare) came 3rd in the Triple Jump 
Edward Howe (8 Ward) came 2nd in the Javelin 
 
Well done, we are very proud of you all! 
 
Miss Bowden – Physical Education Teacher 

PE >>> 

Student Success at the District Athletics 

Careers >>> 

Year 8 Work Shadowing – 11th 
July 
We are delighted that once again we can begin 
to build relationships with the world of work for 
our students.  Our Year 8 students are having an 
opportunity to visit a huge variety of workplaces 
with family friends, relatives or work colleagues 
to gain an insight into work.  Quite possibly their 
first insight and how valuable that is. 
 
We recognise this has been a challenge for some 
parents and for some employers too, but we 
really appreciate the efforts so many have gone 
to, to make this a reality. 
 
Enjoy this fabulous opportunity Year 8, learn all 
you can and be the best ambassadors that you 
can be for your school. 
 
We look forward to hearing all about your 
experiences. 
 
Mr Ritchie – Careers / Enterprise 
Coordinator 

 

 

 



 

  

Congratulations to the following 
students who received their 
certificates and awards from 
Mrs O’Hanlon last week. 
 
Kayden Davis (9 More) 
Julie-Ann Simoneau (7 Clare) 
Mia Mahendra (7 Bede) 
Myra Mahendra (9 Alban) 
Victoria Townsend (8 Alban) 
Grace Williamson (12 Ward) 
 

RE & PSYCHOLOGY >>> 

Psychology Awards 

One of the most amazing parts 
of this competition was to see 
how empathetic our students 
are and how open they are to 
addressing and coming up with 
some genuinely excellent 
notions in order to help others. 
 
Mrs Stack and myself 
particularly loved the ‘vent box’ 
idea, a simple yet potentially 
effective tool. 
 
It is always such a privilege to 
get to challenge our students 
and see how truly creative they 
are in response to these 
competitions. 
 

It has been an absolute 
pleasure to offer these 
throughout the year.  I cannot 
wait to see what pieces of work 
we will see next year. 
 
Keep up the excellent effort and 
continue your thirst for 
knowledge. 
 
Miss Gaughan – Curriculum 
Leader of RE 

ICT >>> 

“Fun, exciting, challenging and innovative activities!!!”  This June during STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & 
Mathematics) Club Week 2022 was the official launch of STEM@StJOA. 
 
Our students took part in club events which were held over 3 weeks by Design & Technology (D&T), Computing, Mathematics 
and Science departments.  This year’s theme was ‘Launching into Space’. 
 
Students were able to get involved in space theme exploration with maths; code club in computing where students design a 
game to test the reaction time of astronauts; KS3 challenge to build a prototype rocket. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STEM Club 

Mr Akinsowon – 
Curriculum Leader of ICT – STEM@StJOA 
 
 
 
 

The aim of STEM@StJOA is to enhance and broaden our curriculum delivery 
through promoting subjects in the field of STEM and establishing 
interdisciplinary transferable skills such as analytical, critical thinking and 
problem-solving skills preparing our students for careers in the advancing 
technological world and beyond. 
 
Thanks to the following teachers for their help and support in delivering these 
exciting and fun based learning events: Rocket Build - Ms Claasens, Mr 
Dignam (Science) & Mr Ebbage (D&T).  Space exploration – Ms Campbell & 
Ms Fish (Maths).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Competition winners of ‘Whose 
Rocket goes the Highest’, to be 
announced in the next newsletter!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

  
MUSIC >>> 

Summer Concert 

The Music Department put on a fabulous outdoor Summer Soiree at St Joan’s on Wednesday 29th June.   
 
The evening opened with the rhythmic excitement of Off Beat from the Flute & Clarinet Group, followed by our 2 steel pan 
groups, choir and ukulele groups with pop songs, music from Wicked and even some singing in French!  The newly formed 
Soul Band had everyone bopping along to ‘Dancing in the Street’ and the finale brought everyone together, including the 
audience with ‘Somewhere Over the Rainbow / Wonderful World’.   
 
This was the first concert for many of our young performers and they were phenomenal.  Special thanks go to Mr O’Reilly, 
Jonny Wharton and to all of the staff, students and parents that helped support the event. 
 

Miss Marshall – Curriculum Leader of Music 

 

NB: Missed the event?  Don’t worry you can view by clicking on this link:    https://youtu.be/nmIjsWdgwPs 

DSLP 9 Weekly Newsletter 
 

DSPL is a Hertfordshire-wide 
partnership approach where 
parents, staff in early years settings 
and schools, further education 
colleges, local authority officers and 
representatives from other 
agencies, work together as part of 
an Area Group, reviewing and 
developing the range of provision 
and support services available to 
their local community. 
 
There are nine DSPL Area Groups 
across the county that meet 
regularly to discuss what services 
are available and to influence how 
services are shaped and developed 
to ensure the children and young 
people with SEND in their area 
receive the right support in their 
educational activities. 
 
Please check out their Weekly 
Newsletter (copy attached) for 
details of courses they are running 
this Autumn. 
 

  

Headline            

PE >>> 

SSP Sports Awards 
You may recall from the last newsletter, that we shared with you details of the recent 

annual SSP Sports Awards which were held at Watersmeet.  We now have w photographs 

from the evening (see below) together with a reminder of our fantastic nominees 

 

Team of the Year – The Chess Cup Team 

Sports Leaders of the Year – Dominic Tucker, 10 Campion; Anni McLoughlin, 9 More & 

Sam Williamson, 9 Campion 

Exceptional Sports Performer of the Year – Orlaith Graham, 10 Ward 

Contribution to School Sports – Kaitlyn Mcluskey, 8 Bede 

Young Official of the Year – Amy Byrne, 10 Bede 

 

A special mention to Amy who placed 1st in her category and to the Chess Cup Team who 

placed 3rd.  Congratulations to all of the nominees and winners! 

Miss Bowden – Physical Education Teacher 

https://youtu.be/nmIjsWdgwPs


Exams >>> 
 

  Results Days! 

Sixth Form >>> 

Sixth Form Enrolment 

Careers Fair coming 
soon to JOA 

This is a bit of an advanced 

warning about an exciting 

opportunity that’s happening next 

Academic Year. 

 

We are working on a Careers Fair 

for Years 9 to 13 which will take 

place on 12th October 2022. 

 

More information will follow but, 

in the meantime, please be sure to 

add this date to your diaries. 

 

Mr Ritchie – Careers / 

Enterprise Coordinator 

 

If you are in Year 11 and Year 13 please add the following very important dates to 

your diaries! 
 

A Level Results Day Thursday 18th August (from 8.00am) 

A Level and Level 3 BTEC results will be available for collection from 8.00am on 

Thursday 18th August from under the umbrella in the centre of the school site.  Staff will 

be on site handing out results until 10.00am.  If the weather is not favourable, results 

collection will be from the Sixth Form Common Room. 

PCs will be available for any students wishing to log onto UCAS.  Staff will also be on 

hand to assist with any questions or queries you may have. 

 

GCSE Results Day Thursday 25th August 

GCSE Results will be emailed to all students (to their school email) in the morning.  

However, we are inviting all students to come into school to collect their GCSE results 

from the Sixth Form Common Room at the following times. 

 

Surnames Time Slot 

A – G 8.30am – 9.00am 

H – M 9.15am – 9.45am 

N – Z 10.00am – 10.30am 

 

Want to join Year 12 at St Joan’s in September 2022? 

 

Sixth Form Enrolment will be taking place in the Sixth Form Common 

Room on GCSE results day (Thursday 25th August). 

 

Once you have collected your results, please head to the Sixth Form 

Common Room to enrol onto your chosen subjects, subject to meeting 

entry requirements. 

 

Mr Ritchie, Careers Advisor, will also be available in the Sixth Form 

Common Room to assist you with any queries.  

 

Mr Briggs – Sixth Form Learning Coordinator 

 

Please be aware that the school 
is no longer using ‘MyEd’.  
Therefore, for all student 
absence reporting please call 
the main school telephone 
number 01923 773881 and 
choose Option 1.  Alternatively, 
email the school 
at admin@joa.herts.sch.uk 

Reporting Absence 
 

Follow the PFA… 
 

Want to keep up to date with PFA 
news and details of their upcoming 
events?   
 
Please follow them on:-  
 

Twitter 
Instagram  
and our “NEW” 

Facebook page 
 

If you would like to get involved or 
join the PFA team please contact 
them via email at pfa.herts.sch.uk   
 
They would love to hear from you! 

It is important that students only arrive to collect during their given slot so that we can 

limit the number of people on site at any one time and also to stagger the Sixth Form 

enrolment for those students wishing to enroll with us. 

mailto:admin@joa.herts.sch.uk
https://twitter.com/JOA_PFA
https://www.instagram.com/joa_pfa/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100082131105498


 

 

  
 

Year 11 >>> 

Year 11 Prom 
Our Year 11 had their  
Leaver’s Prom on Monday  
5th July. 
 
This was a wonderful  
celebration to end their 5  
years at St Joan of Arc School 
and they were an absolute  
credit to us. 
 
The students all looked  
beautiful, smart and very  
grown up in their Prom outfits. 
 
The dancefloor was not empty  
all night and everyone, staff  
and students, had a lovely time. 
 
 
Miss Miller – Year 11 Learning Coordinator 

Sixth Form  >>> 

On Thursday 30th June we held our Sixth Form 
Prom which was well attended by both Year 12 and 
Year 13 students.  Our Year 13 students were 
celebrating completing their exams and it was a 
fantastic way to mark the end of their time studying 
at St Joan’s. 
 
Thanks to The Grange Country House for hosting 
this event.  Students made the most of the dance 
floor, house gardens and the unlimited pizza oven. 
The students thoroughly enjoyed themselves. 
 
We look forward to seeing out Year 13 students on 
their results day – Thursday 18th August. 
 

Mr Briggs – Sixth Form Learning Coordinator 

Sixth Form Prom 

On the 25th June we held our Afternoon Tea event.  Thank you to everyone who attended and to all those 
who volunteered their time to make it a great success. 
 
We have just launched our end of school year Summer Raffle.  There are some fabulous prizes to win.  The 
raffle will be drawn on the 20th July @ 10.00am.  To buy a ticket online for £1 (plus Jumblebee charges), visit: 
https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/joapfasummerraffle  
Prizes include: Windsor Castle Family Ticket; Warner Bros. Family Studio Tour; 1 x Race Session @ Indoor 
Karting Watford; £75 Voucher for Redpath Studios Photography; ActiveSwim Crash Course; Bottle of Pipe 
Hiedsieck Champagne; Ladies Luxury Hamper and much more … 
 
Need new stationary?  Packs are now available to buy online @ £27.50 and contain most of the items listed 
on the school equipment list.  Visit www.pta-events.co.uk/pfajoa for more information. 
 
Donations for Use Again School Uniform Event – Thank you to those who have already made a donation 
but as ever we still need further stock.  If you have any items you would like to donate that are in good condition, 
please wash / dry, put them in a bag and hand them into the school office for the attention of the PFA.  Thank 
you! 

PFA >>> 

Updates from the PFA 

The PFA Committee 

https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/joapfasummerraffle
http://www.pta-events.co.uk/pfajoa


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

In this Sunday’s Gospel we have 
the very famous parable of the 
Good Samaritan.  We probably 
know the story well but often we 
forget the question that leads to 
Jesus telling us this story. 
 
Jesus is approached by a pompous 
lawyer who wants to disconcert 
Jesus.   
 
He asks the Lord “what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?”.  By the end of 
this reading, the parable leaves us 
with the notion that this glorious 
inheritance is dependent on how 
much we help others – being nice.  
Yet the parable is used to answer 
the lawyer’s second question – 
“Who is my neighbour?”.    
 

 

Before the parable, Jesus draws 
out of the lawyer the answer to the 
first question of eternal life: you 
must love the Lord, your God with 
all your heart, soul, strength and 
mind. 
 
Do I love God with the totality of 
all I am and have? 
 
In comparison it is easy to help 
those in need – to give to charity 
or to be kind to others.  Here 
Jesus invites us to love God how 
He loves us – totally. 
 
When we do allow ourselves to be 
fully loved and love fully in return, 
we start to experience in this life 
our promised inheritance of life 
eternal which naturally overflows 
to all without prejudice. 

coming soon >>> 

In Future Issues… 

Message from the Head 

Chaplains Corner 

Staff Farewells & New Staff Welcome 

London Central Mosque visits 

and much more! 

 
Chaplain’s Corner  

thoughts... final 

Deacon Liam Lynch – School Chaplain 
 

 

High Street, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 1HG    

T: 01923 773881   E: admin@joa.herts.sch.uk 

Facebook: JOARickmansworth - Instagram: joarickmansworth - Twitter: JOA_Official  
Headteacher: Mrs Bernadette O’Hanlon M.A., FCCT 

Contact Us >>> 


