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Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
Once again, our students have demonstrated to all those who have visited the school in yesterday’s open evening and today’s open 
morning, what makes St Joan of Arc such a special place to teach and to learn. We received so many compliments from visitors about the 
confidence, helpfulness and consideration shown by our tour guides and the clear positive relationships students have with their teachers. 
Thank you to all students who volunteered to showcase our school yesterday and to the parents who made themselves available for the 
late evening taxi service which was in use last night.  
 

If you are a parent or carer who will be applying for a place at St Joan’s for September 2023, please make sure that you complete both 
application forms, St Joan’s Supplementary Information Form (SIF) and your Local Authority Common Application Form (CAF).  The SIF 
(Supplementary Information Form) needs to be accompanied by a copy of your child’s baptismal certificate and the certificate of Catholic 
practice and sent to school. Whilst the deadline for applications is Monday 31st October, school is closed for half term from 4.00pm on 
Thursday 20th October until we reopen on Monday 31st October, so there will be no one to receive your application in person, although you 
are able to post your application to school.  
 

And in other news . . . 
 

Last Friday staff and students in Jerome House went to Watersmeet Theatre to celebrate St Jerome’s feast day with the celebration of 
Mass. It gave everyone an opportunity to reflect on two of Jerome’s virtues - wisdom and diligence, and to consider the times these virtues 
will support us to make good choices for ourselves and the people around us. It is the first time we have used Watersmeet for a liturgical 
event, and as a venue, it really helped to create a prayerful and reflective environment.  
 

Our next house feast day is on Monday 10th October when we will be celebrating the feast of Maximilian Kolbe. The vigilant amongst our 
readers will notice that this is not his actual feast day, which is 14th August, which would make it impossible to gather together for Mass. 
We have instead adopted as his feast day the date of Kolbe’s canonisation.  
 

Finally, I would like to commend Year 7s, whose attendance this term has been outstanding. For the month of September their total 
attendance was 97%. Close behind them were Year 12 with a total attendance of 96.8%. As a whole school and as individuals, we set a 
target of 96%. Please do all that you can to ensure that you prioritise school attendance and avoid appointments during the school day as 
far as possible. In addition, I will not be able to authorise absences unless it is considered to be EXCEPTIONAL circumstances. Remember, 
if you are concerned about your child’s absences or reluctance to come to school, or their vague comments about being unwell, contact your 
child’s form tutor, learning coordinator or pastoral support as soon as possible so that we can work together to ensure that your child is able 
to be in school, engaging in their learning and growing with confidence as they experience progress and success.  
An updated attendance and punctuality policy has already been shared with parents. 
 
With blessings for the week ahead. 

Mrs O’Hanlon - Headteacher 
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Dates for Diaries 

Careers >>> 

JOA Careers Day 

On October 12th our Year 9 - 13 students will be spending some time at 

Watersmeet and will have the opportunity to talk to and ask questions of 

our volunteer delegates.  

We have 35 different organisations represented which is wonderful. Please 

encourage your children to be curious, focused and engaged as this is a 

fabulous opportunity to learn about different careers directly from those 

employed in them. Please also encourage them to explore careers they 

have not heard of, or may not be immediately attracted to. They could well 

be very surprised by what they learn.  

Thank you for your support. 

Mr Ritchie – Careers Coordinator 

We’re excited to announce that Elevate Education are, once again, hosting free webinars to support our 
parents. 
 

Elevate Education works with our students, delivering high impact workshops on study skills, motivation, 
wellbeing and exam preparation – Year 10 have just completed a Study Sensei seminar and Year 11 & Year 13 
should have seminar sessions later this year too.  By tuning into their webinar series, you will learn how you can 
help better support your children at home though reinforcing the skills they learn at school. 
 

Upcoming Parent Webinars: 
11th October 2022, 6:00pm – 7:00pm: Time Management 
8th November 2022, 6:00pm – 7:00pm: Exam Preparation and Exam Room Skills 
29th November 2022, 6:00pm – 7:00pm: Resilience 
 

Click here to register for free 
 

The link above also includes a short clip from a webinar – so you can see a taster before you sign up.  Elevate 
had 4200+ parents attend their last webinar and we had a good representation from the parent body at St 
Joan’s.  The numbers attending show that they are really good – so please give them a go! 
 

Mr Woollatt – Assistant Headteacher 
 

10.10.2022 – Kolbe House Feast Day 

12.10.2022 – School Careers Day 

20.10.2022 – Certificates Evening 

21.10.2022 – Staff Development Day  

                      (School closed to students) 

24.10.2022 – 28.10.2022 – Autumn Half Term 

31.10.2022 – School reopens 

31.10.2022 – 04.11.2022 – STEM subjects  

                     Event Week 

09.11.2022 – Sixth Form Open Evening 

24.11.2022 – Year 9 Academic Review  

                       (School will close at 2:00pm) 

To see the full school term dates, go to  

https://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/301/term-

dates 

Elevate >>> 

Upcoming Elevate Education parent webinars  

Years 9 - 13 

https://go.elevateeducation.com/e/891981/uk-schoolwebinar/gl57y/271832086?h=L-rIgL8Vit9CKnP2qubiPaqebTul_nfUTjEWsuHoApw


 
 

  

Well done to the Maths Department 
On Saturday 24th September, Mrs Kalirai, Miss Butler, Miss Campbell, Miss 

Harabagiu and Mr Berry completed the ‘Shine the Night’ walk through 

London to raise money for Cancer Research UK.  They raised an amazing 

£2190. 

Well done to them all and a huge thank you to everyone who kindly supported 

them by making a donation to this wonderful charity.  

 

 

 

During this half term Year 9 students have been learning about the different approaches taken 
in the pursuit of women gaining the vote after WW1 in Britain. In particular the contrasting 
approaches of the Suffragettes and Suffragists but also the role WW1 played as well. We have 
seen the following students produce outstanding work on this topic; Victoria Townsend, Laura 
Lavagnini, Kaitlyn Mcluskey, Anitta Juby, Izzy Sutcliffe and Lara Entezari who baked the below 
cake as a piece of historical propaganda.   
 

Mr Cooper and the History Department 

Women and the Campaign for the Vote            

History >>> 

Fundraising >>> 

PFA News 
PFA Annual General Meeting (AGM) 18th October 2022 
 
We would like to give notice of the AGM of the Association of Parents and Friends of St Joan of Arc School, to 
be held on 18th October 2022 at 7:30pm in the school canteen. 
 
The PFA plays a vital part in the school community and we would like to invite you to join us and support the 
AGM.  This is your chance to hear and see how the funds you have helped to raise have been used for the 
benefit of the students at our school. 
 
The AGM is also an opportunity to elect PFA Committee members, who represent the association throughout 
the forthcoming year.  If you would like any further information about being a Committee Member email 
pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk 
 

PFA Updates 
Want to keep up to date with PFA news and details of their upcoming events? 
 
Please follow them on:- 
 

 
 Twitter, Instagram and our “NEW” Facebook page if you would like to get involved or join the PFA 

team please contact them via email at pfa.herts.sch.uk.  
They would love to hear from you! 

 
 

PFA >>> 

mailto:pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk
https://twitter.com/JOA_PFA
https://www.instagram.com/joa_pfa/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100082131105498


 

  
History >>> 

This year at St Joan’s we are running a wide variety of activities across the month of October to celebrate Black History Month.  
Students will be finding out about this year’s theme of ‘Time for Change, Action not Words’ with multiple opportunities for 
discussion and debate within their forms. 
 
From the 10th – 14th October we are screening the film ‘Hidden Figures’ across lunchtime in D34 for KS3 and A31 for KS4/5 – 
come along and watch the story of 3 African-American women who put their maths brains to use in helping NASA during the 
Cold War!  Popcorn and snacks will be sold at the event with all proceeds going to ACLT: Bone Marrow, Blood and Organ 
Donation specifically targeted at helping those from BAME communities. 
 
In the 3rd week, 17th – 19th October, all students will get the opportunity to find out how to extract DNA from a strawberry with 
Miss Claasens, thanks to the first human being, a black woman by the name of Henrietta Lacks, which has helped save many 
lives today with this science! 
 
The Library has also set up an amazing display of black authors for students and staff to read about and to really get us all 
talking! 
 
Keep your eyes peeled just before Half Term, when the History department will be running a ‘Black History Themed Historical 
Selfie Competition’ with prizes such as Amazon Vouchers up for grabs! 
 
If you would like to know more about Black History and immerse yourself in all things History, please see our list of 31 people 
you can research as well as literature, poems, films and podcasts that we can recommend (details are attached to this 
newsletter).  All feedback is welcome and remember, ‘Education is for improving the lives of others and for leaving your 
community and the World better than you found it’ – Marian Wright Edelman. 
 
Miss Hickey and the History Department 
 
 

Black History Month 
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MFL Bake Off 
 

A heartfelt thank you from the MFL Department for the wonderful innovative cakes baked by our Year 
7s - a selection of which can be seen here. The Bake Off was a tremendous success and thanks to 
your cake donations, money was raised for Macmillan Cancer Support. As donations are still coming 
in, the total amount raised will be communicated in the next newsletter. 
 
Congratulations to our Bake-Off winners:    

• Jasmine Ferreira 7JD (French) 
• Christopher Payne 7RJ (French) 
• Saoirse Tully 7KL (Italian) 
• Tiarnan O’Mahoney 7RJ (Italian) 

 
It was a very tough decision for the judges!  
 
The winners each receive a £10 Amazon Gift Voucher kindly 
donated by the PFA. 
 

 

Languages Week 
 

Languages Week was also a huge success with the whole school taking part in various competitions. 
Our multilingual members of staff shared with us their native tongues, the Library put up a display of 
Modern Language Books that are available for borrowing, while Mr Stubbs, our Chef Manager, 
together with his dedicated sous chefs, created a variety of French, Spanish and Italian dishes, a 
selection of which can be seen below. We thank them all for helping us celebrate the cultures and 
traditions which are very much alive at St Joan of Arc. 
 

 
 

Year 8 and Year 9 keep your entries coming in for your language-based competitions. Winners also 
receive a £10 Amazon Gift Voucher kindly donated by the PFA.  
 
A special mention and GRAZIE to Miss Agostini who organised this fun filled week! 
 
Mrs Mangion & the MFL Department 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Name & Department 

MFL >>> 



 

Food & Nutrition >>> 
 

  

Walk Eat Talk Eat 

PFA >>> 

27 Food Prep and Nutrition GCSE students had an exciting and rather delicious tour of the Spitalfields market and 
Brick Lane area of London on the 28th September.  
 
We travelled up to London and enjoyed an insightful tour explaining the history and subsequent development of the 
food history of the area. At each stop we got to sample the delights including samosas, chocolate truffles, salt beef 
bagels, doughnuts and bubble tea. We also saw many artistic graffiti art displays along the way.  
 

The students thoroughly enjoyed a day of trying some high-quality delicious food!  

 

Mrs Walker – Curriculum Leader of Food & Nutrition 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

In Sunday's Gospel Jesus heals ten lepers, but only one returns to say thank you. 

Gratitude is key to being happy. Study after study has shown how an 'attitude of 

gratitude' is a powerful component to our mental and physical well-being. The 

Gospel concludes with Jesus telling the grateful leper that his faith has saved him, 

and being grateful can save us from becoming hardhearted, bitter and miserable. 

We don't have to presume that the other lepers were ungrateful, but it is the act 

of showing that gratitude which 'saves' the one who came back. Let us be quick 

to show our gratitude to those who help us. 

Deacon Liam Lynch – School Chaplain 
 

 

High Street, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 1HG    

T: 01923 773881   E: admin@joa.herts.sch.uk 

Facebook: JOARickmansworth - Instagram: joarickmansworth - Twitter: JOA_Official  
Headteacher: Mrs Bernadette O’Hanlon M.A., FCCT 

Contact Us >>> 

 
Chaplain’s Corner  

final 

Fundraising >>> 

Thank you to the many families that sponsored me and sent messages of encouragement for the London 
Marathon. This support has overflowed to the families that have been affected by cancer and helped by the 
charity Young Lives Vs Cancer. 
 
For anyone waiting to see if I'd compete the challenge, or actually run with a unicorn, before donating, you can 
still do so at: justgiving.com/liamscancerchallenges 
 
Thank you again for all your support! 

 

Deacon Liam🦄 
 
 

London Marathon 


