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Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
We have now arrived at the end of the school year, and in spite of the extreme weather we have been experiencing and the 
persistent Covid virus, we have resumed an almost “normal” pre-pandemic routine which has enabled our students to flourish.  
In spite of early Covid restrictions and the limitations due to the building project, staff have been able to ensure that your 
children have had a challenging and invigorating learning experience.  I wish to express my thanks to all our staff for all that 
they do.  I am immensely proud of our staff and their commitment to providing the very best education for our students.  
Meeting our new Year 7 parents last week and sharing sports day with quite a number of you, reminded me of how much we 
have missed in the previous academic years and how far we have come from those most challenging times.  I particularly 
want to thank those staff who are leaving us this week – for their service and dedication to the school and the support they 
have given to both students and their colleagues throughout their time with us.  We wish them well as they embark on new 
chapters in their lives, whether it is relocation, promotion or retirement.  We wish them well.  You can find a full list of staff 
leaving in this newsletter.   I wish to express my thanks to three other groups of people: 
 

• Yourselves – for the support you have given the school this academic year.  The success of any school is dependent 
and determined by the strong partnership between home and school. 

• The PFA and the Governors – for all they do to ensure that students are able to experience the very best of Catholic 
education.  Their commitment as volunteers is immense and their impact significant. 

• Finally, I would like to thank your children, they are a credit to yourselves and to the school.  Their enthusiasm, their 
thirst to learn more, their engagement with each other and the staff is infectious and makes leading St Joan of Arc a 
real privilege. 

 
Next year, we start with the launch of our revitalised house system.  Students will stay in the same groups but their forms 
have been renamed, based on the consultation and voting which took place earlier in the term.  An overview of the new house 
Saints and how each class will be known accompanies this newsletter.  We will spend time in September really getting to 
know our new role models and students will engage in activities in their house groups, the first of these events being an 
outdoor Mass, weather permitting, followed by a sponsored walk on Friday 9th September.  ‘Just Giving’ pages will be set up 
for each house at the beginning of term.  Whilst it would be great to raise a good amount of money for the varied charitable 
causes associated with each house, the primary purpose of the walk is to allow students to mix with others in their house 
across the year groups.  We will email you at the very beginning of term with detailed information. 
 
In the meantime, have a great summer break. 
 
Wishing you God’s blessing for the weeks ahead. 
 

Mrs O’Hanlon - Headteacher 
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Dates for Diaries 

Staffing >>> 

Farewell & welcome 
As we near the end of another Academic Year, it is sadly time to say a fond 

farewell to staff members who are leaving us for new beginnings.  We send our 

sincere thanks to the following staff, for their dedication to St Joan’s, some of 

whom have been with us for many years.  We wish them all of the very best for 

the future and hope that they will keep in touch with us. 

Mr Berry (Maths); Mrs Boyle (Reception); Mr Briggs (Sixth Form & PE); Mrs 

Claessens (MFL); Miss Fouhy (Photography / English); Mrs Kothalawala 

(D&T); Miss Marshall (Music); Mr McKay (English); Mr Salem (Science); Mrs 

Sanders (MIS); Mr Thorpe (IT); Mrs Unsworth (School Business 

Manager/SLT); Mrs Zanelli (Business Studies) & Mr Mussard (Supply - 

Science). 

We are also looking forward to welcoming new members of staff upon our 

return in September and hope they will be very happy with us. 

Mr Lee (Deputy Headteacher/SLT); Miss Allen (English); Ms Hannam 

(English); Mrs Rogers (English); Mrs Simson (Science); Ms Brummer 

(Science); Mrs Dede (MFL); Mr Albert (Maths); Ms Wenlock (Business 

Studies); Dr Browne (PE) & Miss Di Guiseppe (Teaching Assistant);   Mrs 

Norwood (Teaching Assistant); Miss Moran (Art Technician); Mr Patel (D&T); 

Mrs Mendel-Lion (Sociology until May 2023).  

 

Mrs O’Hanlon - Headteacher 

On Friday 15th July we held our 
Sports Day at Woodside athletics 
track.  It was fantastic to be able to 
come together again as the St 
Joan’s community with all students 
and staff back at the athletics 
track.  We saw some outstanding 
performances from students in all 
year groups and the enthusiasm 
they demonstrated was excellent.  
We were so proud with how our 
students conducted themselves 
throughout the day, including the 
Sixth Form students who helped 
run and officiate the events.  We 
look forward to many more sports 
days to come.  

20.07.2022 – Term Ends at 12.10pm 

02.09.2022 – New Year 7’s first day 

05.09.2022 – All Students return 

18.08.2022 – A Level Results Day 

25.08.2022 – GCSE Results Day 

 

To see the full school term dates, go to  

https://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/301/term-dates 

PE >>> 

Sports Day at Woodside Stadium 

We would like to congratulate the 
following house winners: 
 
7 Frances 
8 Ward 
9 Theresa 
10 Ward 
Overall winners: Ward.  
Killingbeck Cup – Bilal Ahmadzai 
Grace Cup – Poppy Longstaff 
 
If you would like to follow our PE 
Instagram account @stjoape you 
can view the individual event 
winners for each year group and 
some video clips of the day.   
 
Mrs Francis – Teacher of PE 

Thank you to parents for 
supporting our event and 
arranging for your children to be 
transported to and from Woodside.  
Your ongoing support allows us to 
give our students the experience 
of performing in different sporting 
environments. 
 
Mrs Francis – Teacher of PE 



 
  
 

 

On Thursday 14th July we had 
our annual Transition Day 
where next year’s Year 7 
cohort spent the day at St 
Joan of Arc meeting those in 
their new form groups, 
meeting their form tutor and 
experiencing some of the 
fantastic opportunities that we 
have on offer. 
 
All students had a fabulous 
day and really enjoyed the 
lessons that were taught. 

Year 6 / 7 >>> 

Transition Day 
Each Form group was 
supported by members of our 
Year 9 Sports Leaders 
Programme who took the 
students around the school as 
well as leading team building 
games at lunchtime. 
 
We look forward to seeing the 
students again on Friday 2nd 
September for their Year  
7 Induction Day! 
 

STEM >>> 

For STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) Week this year the theme is ‘Launching into 
Space’ and we had a few exciting events that took place! 
 
Three events or activities students took part in were: 
 

1.  Space theme exploration with mathematics. 
 

2. Code Club with computing where students designed a game / program to test the reaction time of 
astronauts. 
 

3. Launching into space by building rockets with Science & Technology. 
 

Well done to all students who took part in the activities.  Green Cards and Certificates will be handed out soon. 
 
We are so proud to see our students engaging with wider curriculum activities through exploration and by using 
their creativity.  We would also like to thank all of the KS4 STEM Leaders who were excellent helpers that led these 
sessions. 
 
Winners of the ‘Launching into Space’ competition will be announced on the 20th July on our Instagram 
Page @joa_science. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STEM Week 

Miss Claasens – Teacher of Science 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr O’Reilly – Learning Coordinator Year 7 and Transition 



Sixth Form>>> 
 

  

Student Executive Committee 

PE >>> 

Three Rivers & Everyone 
Active Summer Events 

Amy Brown: President 
Manuel Araujo: Senior Vice-President 
Anna Lawlor: Senior Vice-President 

 
Ella Harris: Vice-President for Enrichment 

Ella-May Reid: Vice-President for Wellbeing 
Annabel Barton: Vice-President for Catholic Life of the School 
Marcia Costa: Vice-President for Representation and Culture 

River Bwengye: Vice-President for Stewardship 
 

Katie-Rose Mannion & Solomon Peris: Officers of Enrichment 
Roisin Halvey & Essence Oscar: Officers of Wellbeing 

Sara Figueiras & Grego Moral: Officers of Catholic Life of the School 
 

On Friday 8th July Amy Brown became the President of the student committee after 
winning the whole school election after a week of campaigning in school. The joint 
runners up are Manuel Araujo and Anna Lawlor who have also been offered positions 
within the committee as the Senior Vice-Presidents. In conjunction with this there was 
an opportunity for Sixth Form students to apply for positions as Vice Presidents for 
Catholic Life of the School; Wellbeing; Enrichment; Stewardship as well as creating 
their own position. We had an overwhelming amount of interest in this which is 
fantastic. I am pleased to announce that the following Sixth Form students have been 
given the following positions within the Student Executive Committee: 

Do you fancy a FREE swim, group exercise or a game of golf, pickleball or badminton?  On 
Saturday 23rd July Everyone Active will be hosting a This Girl Can event for women and girls 
at South Oxhey Leisure Centre.   There will be other sports on offer plus a number of local 
organisations with stalls promoting their products and services. 
 
Also, in partnership with Kaleidoscope Dance, Everyone Active is running two Summer HAPpy 
programmes to support young people on free school meals at Rickmansworth Golf Course.  
Aimed at young people in Secondary Schools the FREE programme provides 4 hours of 
activity, enrichment and a hot lunch each day.  Golf lessons, FootGolf and 9 hole golf on the 
Golf Plus programme, alongside Dance, Drama and more on the Dance Plus programme.  
These programmes run every Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday from 10.00am – 2.00pm. 
 

Interested?  Please see attached flyers for more 
information. 

 

Miss Bowden, Physical Education Teacher 

Planning ahead for September?  

Need new uniform? 

 

Many of the items on the uniform list 

can be purchased from a range of high 

street retailers, although some will 

need to be obtained from the following 

providers: 

 

Beat School Uniforms (Watford) 

T: 020 3362 2930 

W: https://beatschooluniforms.co.uk/ 

 

Pullens (Northwood) 

T: 01923 840050 

W: https://www.uniform4kids.com/ 

 

Did you know? 

The PFA have a large stock of good 

quality second hand uniform.  Please 

email them directly for help at: 

pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk 

 

Can’t make it into Watford this 

summer? 

Then come to JOA on the 21st July, 

28th July and 11th August from 10am – 

4pm where Beat School Uniforms will 

be holding their Pop-Up Shops. 

See Flyer for QR Code and details 

  

School Uniform            
I would like to congratulate all students on their applications and the process that 
led them to becoming our voice for the student body and I look forward to working 
with them all in the new academic year. 

Miss Evans – Curriculum Leader of Sixth Form (from Sept) 
 

 

mailto:pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk


  

Over the last two weeks the Religious Education Department 
have taken Year 7 students to visit London Central Mosque 
near Regents Park.  Earlier in the year Year 7 studied Islam as 
one of the sister religions of Christianity, so we were excited 
when trips were given the go ahead to give the students an 
experience of the Muslim faith. 
 
The students were extremely respectful during their visit, 
proudly representing St Joan of Arc.  They were amazed by 
the beauty of the Mosque and many were in awe of the 
dedication the worshippers had towards their faith.  Our faith 
teaches us to ‘Love our neighbour’ and Pope Francis has 
spoken many times about the importance of interfaith dialogue 
to ensure we have an understanding of other religions and 
their search for God.  It allows us to deepen our own faith and 
respect those of others.  We look forward to running more trips 
like this in the future and are very grateful to parents and staff 
who supported the RE department which meant that these trips 
could take place. 
 
Miss Gaughan – Curriculum Leader of RE 

RE >>> 

London Central Mosque Visit 

RE >>> 

A huge congratulations to all our students across all Key Stages who have shown such an incredible attitude to their learning 
in Religious Education. 
 
Some of our students have made so much progress and have shown such dedication to their studies it is something that we 
are so pleased to celebrate. 
 
We are sure that they will continue to flourish and will be RE Champions again!  Keep up this incredible work, the RE 
department cannot wait to see what we get next year.  Once again, a huge congratulations to such ambitious individuals in our 
school who are true role models. 
 
Have a great summer holiday from the RE department. 
 
Miss Gaughan – Curriculum Leader of RE 

Champs of RE 



 

Geography >>> 
 

  

Year 10 Urban Fieldwork 

PFA >>> 

Updates from the PFA 

On Monday 4th and Tuesday 5th July, over 130 of our Year 10 geographers 
visited St Alban’s to collect fieldwork data as part of their GCSE Geography 
course. They conducted a range of methods including land use surveys, 
environmental quality surveys, pedestrian counts and questionnaires.  
 
I was incredibly proud to have so many members of the public comment on 
how impressed they were with the behaviour of our students and how lovely 
they were to talk to when completing questionnaires.  
 
The students will continue to analyse their results and evaluate their findings 

to draw conclusions based on their research over the last few weeks of term. 

Well done year 10 geographers! 

Mrs St Ledger – Curriculum Leader of Geography 

 

This year has been our first year back after Covid and it has been 
wonderful to host some in person fundraising events. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has supported us throughout the year.  
Special thanks go to all the amazing volunteers that have given up 
their time, helping to raise money that goes directly towards enhancing 
the students’ learning experience at school. 
 
Summer Raffle.  There are still some tickets left to WIN fabulous 
prizes.  The raffle will be drawn on the 20th July @ 10.00am.  To buy a 
ticket online for £1 (plus Jumblebee charges), visit: 
https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/joapfasummerraffle  
Prizes include: Windsor Castle Family Ticket; Warner Bros. Family 
Studio Tour; 1 x Race Session @ Indoor Karting Watford; £75 Voucher 
for Redpath Studios Photography; ActiveSwim Crash Course; Bottle of 
Pipe Hiedsieck Champagne; Ladies Luxury Hamper and much more 
… 
 

Need new stationary?  Packs are now available to buy online @ 

£27.50 and contain most of the items listed on the school equipment 

list.  Visit www.pta-events.co.uk/pfajoa for more information. 

 

The PFA Committee 

Please be aware that the school 
is no longer using ‘MyEd’.  
Therefore, for all student 
absence reporting please call 
the main school telephone 
number 01923 773881 and 
choose Option 1.  Alternatively, 
email the school 
at admin@joa.herts.sch.uk 

Reporting Absence 
 

Follow the PFA… 
 

Want to keep up to date with PFA 
news and details of their upcoming 
events?   
 
Please follow them on:-  
 

Twitter 
Instagram  
and our “NEW” 

Facebook page 
 

If you would like to get involved or 
join the PFA team please contact 
them via email at pfa.herts.sch.uk   
 
They would love to hear from you! 

South West Herts Partnership 
(SWHP) have shared their Autumn 
calendar for Parental courses. 
There is a wide selection of helpful 
courses for parents.  If you are 
interested in what they have on 
offer please check out the attached 
flyer. 
 
SWHP have also put together a  
useful calendar for the holidays with 
ideas of places to visit and events 
being held over the summer.  
They’ve included lots of useful 
website links.  Take a look at the 
attached flyer to help you plan for 
the long summer ahead. 
 

 

 

SWHP 

https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/joapfasummerraffle
http://www.pta-events.co.uk/pfajoa
mailto:admin@joa.herts.sch.uk
https://twitter.com/JOA_PFA
https://www.instagram.com/joa_pfa/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100082131105498


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

In Sunday’s Gospel we read 
about Jesus visiting his friends, 
Mary, Martha and Lazarus. 
Mary is sat listening to Jesus 
whilst Martha is busy hosting 
and looking after the guests. 
Finally, Martha cracks and 
complains yet Jesus’ response 
isn’t what Martha expects - he 
says that what Mary is doing is 
‘the better part’. 
 

In these summer holidays it is 
so important that we find time to 
spend with family and friends, 
doing the things we love. Rest 
is also important - that we do 
not fill every moment with 
activity and busyness.  
 

But we should also remember 
to find time to be with God. This 
could be in personal quiet time, 
or times of prayer together as a 
family, but especially the 
regular attendance at Mass to 
receive the Eucharist. 
 

This can be tricky if we’re not 
working and all the days start 
to feel the same, yet we should 
try to remember the call to 
celebrate the Resurrection 
each Sunday, to receive the 
gift of the Eucharist and the 
deep peace that Our Lord’s 
presence promises - the sort of 
peace that even a six-week 
break cannot bring. 

coming soon >>> 

In Future Issues… 

Message from the Head 

Chaplains Corner 

and much more! 

 
Chaplain’s Corner  

thoughts... final 

Deacon Liam Lynch – School Chaplain 
 

 

High Street, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 1HG    

T: 01923 773881   E: admin@joa.herts.sch.uk 

Facebook: JOARickmansworth - Instagram: joarickmansworth - Twitter: JOA_Official  
Headteacher: Mrs Bernadette O’Hanlon M.A., FCCT 
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