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Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 

This morning we commemorated Remembrance Day standing in silence, at 11 o’clock in communion with the rest  
of the UK, responding to the British Legion’s call to pause, breathe and reflect on the service and sacrifices the  
Armed Forces make on our behalf, as well as to honour those who fought for our freedom in past wars and conflicts.  
Click onto this link to see our students marking this moment https://youtu.be/KgJnEgc1lwY 
Assemblies this week, led by sixth form students, gave us all an opportunity to consider the impact these sacrifices  
have had on our lives today, reminding us of the words of Jesus, “A man can have no greater love than to lay down  
his life for his friends.”  
 

It was lovely to welcome, on Wednesday evening, large numbers of our Year 11 students as well students from other schools to our Sixth 
Form Open Evening, giving them an opportunity to explore our post 16 offer. The application form is now live via the school website - 
https://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/1077/applications The deadline for applications is 9th December. 
 
I appreciate all the efforts that parents have been making this week to ensure that their children have arrived in school as near to the school 
start time as possible, given the gridlock on the M25 due to protests, roadworks in various places and yesterday’s tube strike. Showing the 
extent to which you will go to ensure your children are in school when faced with transport issues, gives them a powerful message about the 
high value you place on their education and helps them to develop a sense of resilience in challenging times.  
 

As the table shows, Year 7 and Year 12 continue to lead the way with the highest attendance figures for both these first two weeks of this half 
term, up until Wednesday of this week, and for the academic year so far. Please ensure you are monitoring your child’s attendance carefully, 
not just focusing on their percentage attendance but the number of weeks they do not have full attendance in school. It is these regular breaks 
from education which disrupts learning and makes progress more challenging. Remember 96% attendance is the target. If you are worried 
about your child’s attendance please contact their form tutor to discuss further.  
 

 

 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 Whole 

school 

This half term so far (31/10-09/11) 95.7% 93.0% 93.1% 92.8% 94.1% 95.4% 93.0% 93.8% 

Since September until 09/11 97.0% 94.1% 93.2% 94.2% 93.7% 96.5% 94.1% 94.6% 

 

I am aware that there have been a number of parents using the school car park to drop off and pick up their children. Please refrain from 
doing so as it causes congestion in a car park which has very limited capacity. Many thanks in advance for your cooperation.   
 

Finally, I want to draw your attention to some key dates for your diary. We have an early finish on Thursday 24th November at 2:00pm to 
accommodate the Year 9 Academic Review, school is closed to students on Friday 25th November for staff training and the school is closed 
to everyone on Monday 28th November for our occasional day. 
 
With blessings for the week ahead. 

Mrs O’Hanlon - Headteacher 

JOA
A 

A fortnightly update for parents and carers on what’s happening at St Joan’s 

https://youtu.be/KgJnEgc1lwY


   

Our Governors, are required to review our Admissions Policy annually and following guidance received from 
the Diocese of Westminster Education Service, the Governors of St Joan of Arc Catholic School are issuing a 
consultation document seeking the view of parents/carers, schools and community groups to a proposed 
change in our admission arrangements for the school year 2024/2025. 
 
The Diocese of Westminster Education Service has informed the Governors that latest diocesan guidance 
states that ‘Governing bodies must make explicit provision for two particular categories of persons whom the 
Church regards as having a particular and special status, namely Catechumens and members of other 
Eastern Christian Churches.  Both of these categories should be given priority over all other non-Catholic 
applicants (except looked after and previously looked after children).’ 
 
Therefore, the proposed change is to include a new Criterion 5 to our oversubscription criteria as directed by 
the Diocese of Westminster Education Service.  The new Criterion 5 would be for Catechumens & members 
of an Eastern Christian Church (read note 4.1). 
 
Note 4.1 
 
“Catechumen” means a member of the catechumenate of a Catholic Church.  This will normally be evidenced 
by a certificate of reception into the order of catechumens. 
 
“Eastern Christian Church” includes Orthodox Churches, and is normally evidenced by a certificate of 
baptism or reception from the authorities of that Church. 
 
The Governors are committed to providing an outstanding Catholic education for students and when reviewing 
our admissions policy, they have to reflect on the changes of what is happening in our communities.  The 
Governors would be grateful for your feedback as your responses and thoughts will help them in their 
deliberations. 
 
Please see full details of the consultation along with copies of the Proposed Admission Policy, Proposed Year 
7 Supplementary Form (SIF), Proposed In-Year Application Form (IYAF) and Proposed Sixth Form Application 
Form for 2024/2025 on our school website:- www.joa.herts.sch.uk 
 
The Consultation 2024/2025 folder can be found in the ‘Admissions Section’ at the bottom of the Home page 
of the school website. 
 
The Consultation period runs from 31/10/2022 – 11/12/2022.  Please send your comments regarding the 
proposals to the school directly at consultation@joa.herts.sch.uk 
 
All proposed arrangements will also be published on the Hertfordshire County Council website from 31/10/2022 
at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions2024   
 
Mrs Cirillo - Admissions Department 

Admissions >>> 

Consultation on Proposed Admissions 
Arrangements 2024/2025 

http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/
mailto:consultation@joa.herts.sch.uk
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions2024


  

Dates for Diaries 

ARC >>> 

“Thrifting – Christmas Gifting” 
With the Christmas season approaching in our sixth  
form ARC lesson we are organising a ‘Christmas  
themed’ thrift/ swap shop, that we are calling the  
“Thrifting - Christmas gifting”.  
 
If you have any items at home that are no longer  
wanted and that would be suitable for re-gifting  
please bring them into the RE office.  
 
We will swap them for a token, which you  
can then ‘spend’ at the gift shop at the end  
of term exchanging your token for a gift  
for someone else (or a treat for yourself). 
                         
12 Kolbe Faith  
& Miss Simon – RE Department 

23.11.2022 – Wear It Red Day 

24.11.2022 – Year 9 Academic Review  

                       (School will close at 2:00pm) 

25.11.2022 – ASCAT Training Day 

        (School closed to students) 

28.11.2022 – Occasional Day (School closed) 

09.12.2022 – Sixth Form Application Deadline 

14.12.2022 – Year 7 – 9 Flu Vaccinations 

14.12.2022 – Year 13 Results Day 

15.12.2022 – Year 11 Results Day 

16.12.2022 – End of Term 

To see the full school term dates, go to  

https://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/301/term-dates 

Year 13 ARC >>> 

Wear It Red Wednesday 
On Wednesday 23rd November we will be participating in ‘Wear it red Wednesday’- an annual charity event held by 
Aid to the Church in Need, which we have supported over the past years. It is aimed to raise awareness and 
donations for Christians and those who are religiously persecuted all around the world, we believe it is vital for us to 
support this amazing foundation as it lives up to our school saying, “love Christ and inspire others”. On the day 
students are advised to contribute a minimum donation of 50p and wear one item of red clothing. As Catholics we 
are inclined to love and be selfless to others, especially to those in need, just as Jesus acted to the less fortunate 
and oppressed. Furthermore, in Proverbs 31:9 it states “speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and 
needy” which tells us how we should give to those in need. 
 

Thank you for any donations in advance, 
please join us to help break the silence on 
the persecution of many Christians  
and others. 13 A.R.C 
 
Miss Gaughan – Curriculum Leader of RE 
 

 



 

  

Art >>> 

 
 
 
 
 
 

All students are invited to enter this competition.  Entrants should write a poem on the theme of remembrance in any form that they 
choose.  This should be handed in to either their English Teacher or the English office by next Friday 18th November. 
 
Please see attached flyer for more details. 
 
Miss O’Hagan, Curriculum Leader 

 
 

 

Remembrance Poetry Competition 

English >>> 

Old Towels for Art 

If you have any old towels you are 
getting rid of we could do with them in 
Art. We are getting low and they are 
very handy for wiping tables after 
painting lessons and covering clay to 
keep it damp.   

If anyone has any old towels to donate, 
please ask your child to bring them to 
the art department. Thank you. 

Miss Ash – Art Department  
 

 

 
 

The RE Department are holding a Christmas Card competition for the whole 
school, each entry will receive green cards for their House.  For each year group 
the top 5 will be selected and will win a prize. 
 
The theme is ‘The shepherds found Mary, Joseph and the baby’ (Luke 2: 15-20). 
 
Excitingly this will be sent to the Diocese and if selected could be one of the images 
used for their Christmas cards. 
 
Miss Gaughan – RE Department 

 

 

MFL>>> 

 

Come and join the German Club 
 

 

I am running a German Club every Tuesday at lunchtime and after 
school on Thursday for all Key Stage 3 students, both sessions will 
be held in G33. 
 
We are going to explore not only the language but also the culture. 
 
Everyone is welcome from Year 7 to Year 13! 
 
Miss Agostini – MFL Department 

 
 

 



 

 

 

  

PFA >>> 

 

Text 

Title Title 

Text 
 
 

STEM >>> 

Science Club 
This term KS3 Science Club is exploring Chemical Analysis.   
 
This course allows students to explore the scientific world outside of their curriculum which promotes interest, 
understanding and knowledge – while having fun! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STEM – Building Rockets 
Certificates were proudly presented to the participants of the STEM competition, as well as to our STEM 
ambassadors.  Once again, well done to all who entered the competition.  We were massively impressed by all your 
efforts and by the end result. 
 

Follow us on Instagram for weekly updates on all science enrichment activities at the school @joa_science. 
  
Miss Claasens – Science Department 

Thank you so much to our STEM leaders for all their hard work for the support and running of the STEM club. 
 

KS3 Participants Winners 



 

   

STEM >>> 

Computing Subject Event 
On Wednesday 2nd and Thursday 3rd November 2022, our Year 8 students took part in the Brunel University 
STEM workshops run by undergraduates. 
 
Across the two days over 200 Year 8 students took part in two workshops.  Students won prizes for the short 
distances covered by an Ozobot (winning time was 0.8) and for designing and building a Chocolate Bridge 
(winning supporting weight 3.5kg). 
 
Mr Akinsowon – ICT Department 

 



 

  
Careers >>> 

Unifrog 
 
 

 
 

 

We are excited to say that all of years 7, 8 and 9 have been given access to Unifrog.  
Please would you check with your child that they have accessed  their email and  
responded to the welcome email from Unifrog. This welcome email included the link to  
registering. They must register. Unifrog is the largest collection of careers, apprenticeship,  
higher education and college information ever brought together in one place.  
In addition, it is a site that can be personalised and students can store activities, identify  
skills and competences and access questionnaires about skills, interests and personality.  
Unifrog is now able to be accessed by all students across the school. 
 

Mr Ritchie – Careers / Enterprise Coordinator 

 Careers >>> 

Barrister Wanted – “Slice of Life” 
On Wednesday 7th December I am planning to host a law talk at school with two Solicitors and a Barrister.  I have two Solicitors able to help me, 

but not a Barrister. 

If you are, or know a Barrister who may be prepared to talk to our older students for 15 minutes (ideally in person) between 08:45am and 09:45am 

on Wednesday 7th December I would be delighted.  Please ring me on 07748 761393 or email at dritchie@joa.herts.sch.uk 

Mr Ritchie – Careers / Enterprise Coordinator 

  

Parish News>>> 
 

Confirmation 2023 St Bede’s Catholic Church, Croxley Green 
 

St Bede’s are inviting the younger members of their Parish to register their interest for next  
year’s Confirmation programme.   
 
Confirmation candidates must be at least 15 years of age, this current school year (2022-23)  
and be willing to make a commitment to develop and enrich their Catholic faith.  The initial  
meeting for parents/carers will take place in January – date to be arranged. 
 
The closing date for registration is 30th November 2022.   
 
Please contact Ursula Bartlett, Parish Administrator / Catechetics Team  
via email at croxleygreen@rcdow.org.uk   
 

 
 

 RE >>> 

Mizen Foundation 
 
Mi 
On the 12th December the RE Department have arranged for speakers to come in from the Mizen Foundation to speak to Year 
11.  This is an incredible charity which seeks to end youth crime.  This charity was set up by Jimmy’s parents after he was 
tragically murdered.  They made their son two promises on the day he died “One, I would keep his name alive” and “Two, I would 
dedicate my life to working for peace” – Margaret Mizen.  If you would like to support this charity we have set up a link on MCAS 
(MyChildAtSchool). 
 

If you would like to find out more about this charity or details about the foundation they can be found at: 

http://mizenfoundation.org/ 
 

Miss Gaughan – RE Department 

 

mailto:croxleygreen@rcdow.org.uk
http://mizenfoundation.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

We will be hosting a Christmas Raffle (drawn on 12th December 2022) this year and would be grateful for any donations, if you 
have something you think would make a great prize(s) or could be included in one of our fabulous hampers, please drop them 
to the school office for the attention of the PFA 
 

 

(£2 each - click here to order) – these beautiful personalised decorations made by the school’s Design & Technology 
department, will make a lovely gift for friends and family, orders will be available for collection at the school canteen on Saturday 
3rd December 2022 between 11:00am – 1:00pm. 
 

 

• Sign up to easyfundraising, every time you shop online our PFA gets a donation on your behalf at no cost to you, sign 
up here.  

• Participate in our online school lottery (click here), 109 tickets sold, 91 still available – SPECIAL THANKS to those 
who have donated their winnings back to the PFA so we can continue to invest and support the learning 
environment for our children. 

• Donate to our Space to Breathe and Reconnect Project - Creating Inspiring Outdoor Spaces for Students (click here), 
£988.75 raised so far, thank you to those who have donated. 

 

 

 
Please follow them on:-  Twitter, Instagram and our “NEW” Facebook page 

If you would like to get involved or join the PFA team please contact them via email at pfa.herts.sch.uk. 
They would love to hear from you! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Lady’s Catholic Church would like to invite you to visit them to enjoy their boutique Christmas shopping event.  The event takes place in  
their Church Hall, 5 Park Road, Rickmansworth, on Sunday 27 th November from 9:00am until 1:00pm.  Entry is £2 (cash only) per adult which 
includes a festive drink! Entry fee for Children is 50p.  Colleagues within the ASCAT Trust have free entry! 
 
Local Suppliers will be selling their produces which include: 
 
Boutique Homewares; Jewellery; Children’s Books; Local Craft;  
Festive Floral Arrangements; Accessories and much more! 

 
Further details are available on the attached flyer. 
 
This is a great opportunity to purchase some unique Christmas presents for your loved ones whilst  
supporting local small businesses at the same time. 

 
 

 

Boutique Christmas Fair 

Local Community\ty News 
>>> 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/pfajoa/index.cfm?event=event&eventId=54679&isProductGroup=true#.Y2o3AXbP1PY
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjoanarcPfa/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjoanarcPfa/
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-joan-of-arc
https://app.investmycommunity.com/fundraise/st-joan-of-arc-catholic-secondary-school-parents-and-friends-ass-2366
https://twitter.com/JOA_PFA
https://www.instagram.com/joa_pfa/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100082131105498


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

Since our return from half-term we have 
been in the season of Hallowtide which 
runs from 1st to 8th November. This 
includes the celebration of All Saints (1st 
November), acknowledging the host of 
Holy people who have died in faith and 
now enjoy the fullness of God’s 
presence where they now pray for us. 
We remember many famous and 
renowned holy people, but also the 
people of faith from our own families. 
 

We then celebrate the Feast of All Souls 
(2nd November) where we pray for the 
rest of us. Heaven is perfect and no 
imperfection can enter. When we die, 
most of us will not be quite ready for 
Heaven. We will bring with us the 
imperfections of this life. These are not 
enough for us to remain eternally 
separate from God, but scripture and the 
Church teaches us that these need to be 
dealt with. This process of purification 
we call ‘purgatory’. 

Our prayers for the dead aid them 
in their sanctification. They in turn 
aid us with their prayers before the 
throne of God in heaven. This 
relationship of Church alive, 
Church died and Church in the 
glory of God, is one of the most 
beautiful and unique teachings of 
the Catholic Church. 
 

During Hallowtide, students have 
received services to pray for those 
who have died and enter their 
names into the Book of 
Remembrance and on the 
Remembrance Wall. These 
opportunities will remain available 
in the chapel throughout 
November. 
 

We pray for those who have died; 
Eternal rest grant unto them O 
Lord, 
And let perpetual light shine upon 
them. 

May they rest in peace. Amen 

coming soon >>> 
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Message from the Head 
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and much more! 

 
Chaplain’s Corner  

thoughts... final 

Deacon Liam Lynch 
– School Chaplain 
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