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Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 
You will have received earlier this week a letter from Mr Stuart Hynes, Chair of the Governing Body, accompanied by a newsletter 
from Kier, informing you that at long last building work will commence before the end of this term. This is great news for all of us. We 
have waited very patiently for this moment, so let us pray that the rest of this project goes smoothly.  
 

Year 11 students are now in the midst of their trial exams and the Year 13 students start next week. Please make sure that they are 
using their time wisely and support them in ways which are productive, such as offering to check in on them intermittently so that they 
don’t feel isolated while the rest of the family are enjoying downtime, offer to test them on key pieces of knowledge, making sure they 
do take rest breaks and reassuring them that whilst they are expected to apply themselves, this is part of a longer process to achieve 
the grades they are capable of in the summer. 
 

Many thanks to the families who supported ‘Wear Red Day’ on Wednesday, supporting the Aid to the Church in Need.  You can read 
more about their work supporting persecuted Christians by visiting their website at https://acnuk.org/ 
 
Also on Wednesday we welcomed Year 5 and Year 6 pupils from St Anthony’s Catholic Primary School, Watford.  Having walked from 
their school in Croxley View to St Joan’s, they enjoyed sessions in Drama, Music and Science as well as having lunchtime on the 
astro turf.  It was a real pleasure sharing a slice of JOA life with them.  Many thanks to Mr Lee, Deputy Headteacher and Teachers 
from Drama, Music and Science as well as our students who once attended St Anthony’s for making this day a success. 
    
Tomorrow we have a staff development day so we are using this time to do some maintenance work on our communications system. 
Therefore, there will be no-one on reception to take calls from parents. On Monday the school is closed for all staff and students. 
Traditionally we have referred to this day as our occasional day. This year we are reclaiming it as Founder’s Day to recognise and 
celebrate the beginning of the Order of the Daughters of Jesus.  Deacon Liam explains more in Chaplain’s Corner. 
 
Over recent weeks we have noticed a rise in the number of parents who, when needing to raise a concern, are doing so either on 
the telephone or by email in a manner that is verging on being aggressive and accusatory, often to the person who is simply taking 
the message. We appreciate that there will be times when parents feel frustrated or angry about a situation which has arisen, but I 
ask that parents try to refrain from taking their feelings out on the person who is answering the phone and avoid sending emails with 
rhetoric. We will always address concerns in a timely manner based on the nature of the issue rather than the tone of the 
communication. Fortunately, these incidents are still relatively small in number. Your support in this matter is appreciated. 
 
Wishing you a pleasant weekend. 
 

Mrs O’Hanlon - Headteacher 
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A fortnightly update for parents and carers on what’s happening at St Joan’s 

https://acnuk.org/


  

Dates for Diaries 

Sixth Form >>> 

Sixth Form  
Open Evening 

It was wonderful to see so many of our current 
Year 11 students, as well as external candidates 
from other schools, joining us on Wednesday 9th 
November 2022 for our Open Evening. We hope 
that you got all of the information you needed on 
the night. 
 

Applications are open until Friday 9th December. 
Please look on our website for more information 
about the entry requirements; the learning 
pathways and the application form. 
https://forms.gle/CBEW2wBMF1depnKi7 

 

We look forward to receiving your applications and 
if you have any questions please do email me 
directly at the following email address: 
aevans@joa.herts.sch.uk  
                        

Miss Evans – Sixth Form Learning 
Coordinator 

25.11.2022 – ASCAT Training Day 

        (School closed to students) 

28.11.2022 – Founders Day (School closed to all) 

09.12.2022 – Sixth Form Application Deadline 

14.12.2022 – Year 7 – 9 Flu Vaccinations 

14.12.2022 – Year 13 Results Day 

15.12.2022 – Year 11 Results Day 

16.12.2022 – End of Term for Christmas (School closes at 12:10pm) 

05.01.2023 – Return to School 

11.01.2023 – Year 11 ARD (School closes at 2:00pm) 

17.01.2023 – Year 13 ARD (School closes at 2:00pm) 

18.01.2023 – Year 9 Immunisations 

To see the full school term dates, go to  

https://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/301/term-dates 

PE >>> 

U15 Girls Football Success 
 
We would like to highlight a fantastic achievement made by our U15 Girls Football Team.  On 10th November, our 
team won 8-2 against Haberdashers’ Girls’ School.  The following students were involved and played an integral part 
in this success.  Special mention to Olivia Bueno Nicholson who was awarded player of the match. 
 
Olivia Bueno Nicholson Lacey Drewitt  Freya Lovelace Amy Davis  Elle Gatt 
Niamh Power   Nuria Amorim Kaitlyn Mcluskey Suzanne Partridge Millie Drewitt 
Valerie King   Lexi Codling 
 
Congratulations to all of the team, we are very proud of you. 
 
If you would like to keep up to  
date with all of the student’s  
achievements please follow  
our Instagram @stjoape 

                        

Miss Bowden – PE Department 
 

https://forms.gle/CBEW2wBMF1depnKi7
mailto:aevans@joa.herts.sch.uk


 

  

History >>> 

 

 
 
 

Reminder of the Mizen foundation, they are an incredible charity who raise awareness about youth knife crime and 
try to prevent it, raising the importance of early intervention. They are coming to talk to the whole of Year 11 on the 
12th December and if you would like to support please feel free to make a donation which is available on MCAS. 
http://mizenfoundation.org/ 

   
Miss Gaughan – RE Department 

 

 

Talk to Year 11 

RE >>> 

History Lunch Club 
The History Lunch Club is open to 
students in Year 7 and Year 8 every 
Wednesday lunchtime in D33. It is being 
led by two of our amazing Sixth Formers, 
Ethan Kennedy and Sarah Farrell, who 
have studied History at St Joan of Arc for 
the past 6 years.  
 
Students are welcome to come and learn 
about different people and events in 
history, share their thoughts, engage in 
debates and also use the club as a chance 
to share their own histories and 
experiences with one another! 
 

Miss Hickey – History Department 

 
 

RE>>> 

 

Year 11 visit to local Synagogue 
 

This half term we had the privilege to take Year 11 students to the local Synagogue in Bushey.  Our students 
were wonderful and it was such a pleasure to see how inquisitive they are.  Rabbi Nick was extremely impressed 
with one of the questions put forward, noting that he has never been asked this and he had to think “What is the 
most important Mitzvot?”.  As always, our students made us very proud and behaved impeccably!  Students 
commented on how worthwhile they found the trip stating, “It is one thing to read about it, but it makes a more 
lasting impact seeing it and actually hearing it from someone  
who practices it.”  Another student commented on how important  
it is “To meet people from other religions and it makes it more real  
to see what a diverse society we live in.”  
 

Miss Gaughan – RE Department 
 

 

 
History >>> 

Black History Month Competition 
Thank you to all the students who participated in the Black History Month 
Half Term Competition.  Students investigated the similarities and 
differences between the Montgomery Bus Boycott and the Bristol Bus 
Boycott. All students engaged brilliantly and really emphasised the 
importance of the events that took place. The prizes and results were as 
follows: 

1st Place – Alan Tony 7RF wins £15 Amazon Voucher 
2nd Place – Uriel Okpara 9KF wins £10 Amazon Voucher 
Joint 3rd – Calum Brannan 7JD and Sochi Otuka-Okeke 7JW both win 
a selection pack 

The prizes will be delivered to students in form time                                  
during the coming week! Well done!   

Miss Hickey – History Department 

http://mizenfoundation.org/


 

 

 

  

PFA >>> 

 

Text 

Title Title 

Text 
 
 

RE >>> 

Champions of Religious Education 
It has been my absolute pleasure to award students across the school as ‘Champions of Religious Education’. 
They have shown their teachers a clear passion for the subject and produced some outstanding work. They really 
should be so proud of themselves, they have shown an outstanding work ethic and set exceptionally high 
standards for themselves. Pushing themselves to reach their full potential which is something we should all aspire 
to do.  “Do not neglect the gift you have” 1 Timothy 4:14.   
 
We look forward to seeing who will be the next ‘Champions of Religious Education’. Keep up the excellent work!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miss Gaughan – RE Department 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Lady’s Catholic Church would like to invite you to visit them to enjoy their boutique Christmas shopping event.  The event takes place in their 
Church Hall, 5 Park Road, Rickmansworth, on Sunday 27th November from 9:00am until 1:00pm.  Entry is £2 (cash only) per adult which 
includes a festive drink! Entry fee for Children is 50p.  Colleagues within the ASCAT Trust have free entry! 
 
Local Suppliers will be selling their produces which include: 
 
Boutique Homewares; Jewellery; Children’s Books; Local Craft;  
Festive Floral Arrangements; Accessories and much more! 

 
Further details are available on the attached flyer. 
 
This is a great opportunity to purchase some unique Christmas presents for your loved ones whilst  
supporting local small businesses at the same time. 

 
 

 

Boutique Christmas Fair 

Local Community News >>> 



  

 
 

 

 

Our Governors, are required to review our Admissions Policy annually and following guidance received from 
the Diocese of Westminster Education Service, the Governors of St Joan of Arc Catholic School are issuing a 
consultation document seeking the view of parents/carers, schools and community groups to a proposed 
change in our admission arrangements for the school year 2024/2025. 
 
The Diocese of Westminster Education Service has informed the Governors that latest diocesan guidance 
states that ‘Governing bodies must make explicit provision for two particular categories of persons whom the 
Church regards as having a particular and special status, namely Catechumens and members of other 
Eastern Christian Churches.  Both of these categories should be given priority over all other non-Catholic 
applicants (except looked after and previously looked after children).’ 
 
Therefore, the proposed change is to include a new Criterion 5 to our oversubscription criteria as directed by 
the Diocese of Westminster Education Service.  The new Criterion 5 would be for Catechumens & members 
of an Eastern Christian Church (read note 4.1). 
 
Note 4.1 
 
“Catechumen” means a member of the catechumenate of a Catholic Church.  This will normally be evidenced 
by a certificate of reception into the order of catechumens. 
 
“Eastern Christian Church” includes Orthodox Churches, and is normally evidenced by a certificate of 
baptism or reception from the authorities of that Church. 
 
The Governors are committed to providing an outstanding Catholic education for students and when reviewing 
our admissions policy, they have to reflect on the changes of what is happening in our communities.  The 
Governors would be grateful for your feedback as your responses and thoughts will help them in their 
deliberations. 
 
Please see full details of the consultation along with copies of the Proposed Admission Policy, Proposed Year 
7 Supplementary Form (SIF), Proposed In-Year Application Form (IYAF) and Proposed Sixth Form Application 
Form for 2024/2025 on our school website:- www.joa.herts.sch.uk 
 
The Consultation 2024/2025 folder can be found in the ‘Admissions Section’ at the bottom of the Home page 
of the school website. 
 
The Consultation period runs from 31/10/2022 – 11/12/2022.  Please send your comments regarding the 
proposals to the school directly at consultation@joa.herts.sch.uk 
 
All proposed arrangements will also be published on the Hertfordshire County Council website from 31/10/2022 
at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions2024   
 
Mrs Cirillo - Admissions Department 

Admissions >>> 

Consultation on Proposed Admissions 
Arrangements 2024/2025 

http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/
mailto:consultation@joa.herts.sch.uk
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions2024


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The PFA is dedicated to raising funds and organising social activities for our school community, supporting the students of St 

Joan of Arc’s education.  We have a couple of festive fundraising activities you might be interested in see below. 
 

 

Attend Our Festive Christmas Wreath Workshop – 8th December, 7:00 - 9:00pm in the school canteen, come and enjoy a 
fun therapeutic event with friends or charge your festive creative batteries and make a beautiful fresh Christmas Wreath with 
locally foraged materials from the woods in Buckinghamshire.  Tickets are £20 per person and include the cost of all materials 
(just bring strong scissors or secateurs).  Mince pies and refreshments will be available on the night, to book a place 
visit: https://www.pta-events.co.uk/pfajoa  

Order Personalised Christmas Tree Tags @ £2 each: these beautiful, personalised decorations made by the school’s Design 
& Technology department will make a lovely gift for friends & family.  To order visit: https://www.pta-events.co.uk/pfajoa - orders 
must be placed by 25th November. 

 

• Sign up to easyfundraising, every time you shop online our PFA gets a donation on your behalf at no cost to you, sign 
up here.  

• Participate in our online school lottery (click here), 109 tickets sold, 91 still available – SPECIAL THANKS to those who 
have donated their winnings back to the PFA so we can continue to invest and support the learning environment 
for our children. 

• Donate to our Space to Breathe and Reconnect Project - Creating Inspiring Outdoor Spaces for Students   (click here), 
£1,020.00 raised so far, thank you to those who have donated. 

• Make a Donation to Our Christmas Raffle – if you have something you think would make a great prize(s) or could be 
included in one of our fabulous hampers, please drop them to the school office for the attention of the PFA.  The team are 
looking for donations of wine, fizz, spirits, chocolates, festive food and gift sets.  It would also be great to have 
some STAR PRIZES.  If you know anyone who has a local business who would kindly donate something it would be 
fantastic.  Raffle tickets will go on sale on the 28th November. 

 
 

Please follow us on:-  Twitter, Instagram and our “NEW” Facebook page  If you would like to get involved  
or join the PFA team please contact us via email at pfa.herts.sch.uk.  We would love to hear from you! 
 
 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/pfajoa
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/pfajoa
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjoanarcPfa/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjoanarcPfa/
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-joan-of-arc
https://app.investmycommunity.com/fundraise/st-joan-of-arc-catholic-secondary-school-parents-and-friends-ass-2366
https://twitter.com/JOA_PFA
https://www.instagram.com/joa_pfa/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100082131105498


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

This week the students have been 
learning about Founder's Day. The 
school has long had an 'occasional day' 
on the last Monday of November. This 
has nothing to do with Black Friday or 
Cyber Monday as it predates these. 
The Occasional Day is a local authority 
initiative that we have recently 
rebranded in honour of our school's 
founding order the Daughters of Jesus. 
This order of nuns began in Brittany in 
the 19th century, and though still 
smaller than other orders, has spread 
worldwide. Their charism is built on 
reflection of the divine humanity of 
Christ, which leads them to work for the 
dignity of all people, especially the 
poorest and most vulnerable. 
 
The first five sisters were consecrated 
on November 25th 1834, and so we now 
recognise and celebrate our founders on 
the last Monday of November - 
our Founders Day. 

You can read a brief history of the 
founding of the Daughters of Jesus 
here: 
https://docs.google.com/presentati
on/d/18rlDVcrOA8NwLVM_8tm7Vi
5YzgnEQrCijnmYDfOZnKw/presen
t?usp=sharing 
 
The following prayer is the 
Daughters of Jesus' prayer for 
vocations, but it has relevance for 
us all as we seek to live out our 
Catholic life more fully: 
 

 

coming soon >>> 
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and much more! 

 
Chaplain’s Corner  

thoughts... final 

Deacon Liam Lynch 
– School Chaplain 
 

 

High Street, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 1HG    

T: 01923 773881   E: admin@joa.herts.sch.uk 

Facebook: JOARickmansworth - Instagram: joarickmansworth - Twitter: JOA_Official  
Headteacher: Mrs Bernadette O’Hanlon M.A., FCCT 

Contact Us >>> 

God our Father, blessed are you 
for the life given through your Son 
Jesus. Help us to radiate it more 
and more, with our strengths and 
our weaknesses, in this world that 
you love. 
 
Lord Jesus, you whose Sacred 
Humanity we honour, put into the 
heart of every person that desire to 
follow you. May the young people 
of today, who are in search of 
meaning, discover in the Gospel a 
way of life and happiness, and 
respond in their own way. 
 
Holy Spirit, Spirit of strength and 
love, revive in every baptised 
person the gift of your grace and 
the audacity to respond to your 
unceasingly renewed call. Amen. 
Fr Noury; pray for us. Fr Coëffic; 
pray for us, Mother Saint-Angèle; 
pray for us. 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/18rlDVcrOA8NwLVM_8tm7Vi5YzgnEQrCijnmYDfOZnKw/present?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/18rlDVcrOA8NwLVM_8tm7Vi5YzgnEQrCijnmYDfOZnKw/present?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/18rlDVcrOA8NwLVM_8tm7Vi5YzgnEQrCijnmYDfOZnKw/present?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/18rlDVcrOA8NwLVM_8tm7Vi5YzgnEQrCijnmYDfOZnKw/present?usp=sharing

