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Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 
As we approach the end of term we have been focusing on preparing for Christmas with the celebration 
of Mass, giving us the opportunity to reflect on the Advent themes of being awake, being prepared and 
waiting for Christ.  Masses are being celebrated by a number of priests from our parishes at Our Lady 
Help of Christians Church a few minutes’ walk from school. I am very grateful to Father Andrew for giving 
us access to the Church and for the priests of our parishes for their time and support in helping us to 
keep sight of the Christmas message. 
 

Tuesday afternoon saw the first inter house sports tournament with Year 7 students competing in mixed 
teams for football, netball and handball, with our Year 13 students coaching and refereeing. Well done to 
all who participated and a thank you to the PE department for organising the event and the Year 7 
teachers who helped to supervise. A special congratulations to 7 Romero for winning this tournament.    
 

This week has seen temperatures drop to below average for this time of year. Please can you ensure 
that your children are wearing coats and not hoodies to school.  
 
Next week both Years 11 and 13 will receive their trial exams results and conversations will be had with students 
about how they should use these results to set themselves targets for next term. Academic reviews for parents 
and students will take place for Year 11 on Wednesday 11th January and for Year 13 on Tuesday 17th January.  
 
As we break up next week there will be one final, brief newsletter which will be emailed on the last day. However 
please be aware that students break up on Friday 16th December at 12:10pm. 
 
Wishing you a pleasant weekend. 
 

Mrs O’Hanlon - Headteacher 
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A fortnightly update for parents and carers on what’s happening at St Joan’s 



  

 

Dates for Diaries 
09.12.2022 – Sixth Form Application Deadline 

14.12.2022 – Year 7 – 9 Flu Vaccinations 

14.12.2022 – Year 13 Results Day 

15.12.2022 – Year 11 Results Day 

16.12.2022 – End of Term for Christmas (School closes at 12:10pm) 

05.01.2023 – Return to School 

11.01.2023 – Year 11 ARD (School closes at 2:00pm) 

17.01.2023 – Year 13 ARD (School closes at 2:00pm) 

18.01.2023 – Year 9 Immunisations 

 

To see the full school term dates, go to https://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/301/term-dates 

Clubs >>> 

Get Involved! 
 

Spanish Club 
Lunch Time (1st Half) Spanish Club for Years 7, 8 & 9 starting on Wednesday 7th December run by A Level 
Spanish students on Wednesday Week A & Friday Week B. 
 

 
 

Creative Writing Club 
Open to KS3 & KS4 students. This will take place on Wednesdays from 3:30pm - 4:15pm in Room L.3.2 
with Mrs Rogers.  
 
 
 

KS3 Science Club 
The club offers a fabulous opportunity to enjoy science out of curriculum and develop practical skills. This 
term students took part in the course on Chemical Analysis. Congratulations to 26 of our students who 
have earned their certificate for successfully completing the course. We are so excited to announce that 16 
of those students have achieved the Gold award for 100% attendance!  
 

The KS3 Science club will continue after the  
Christmas Holidays on Wednesdays after school.  
The club is open to all Year 7, 8 & 9 students and  
students have to sign up using a link that will be  
shared with parents/guardians next term. The  
course for term 2 is Forensic Sciences. 
 
Follow us on Instagram @joa_science to keep up  
to date with all science enrichment activities. 
 
Miss Claasens – Science Department 

 



 

  

RE >>> 

Year 13 ARC 
Thank you so much for supporting Aid to the Church in Need, it was great to see so many students and 
staff wearing something red on 23rd November #RedWednesday. We truly feel it is so important to raise 
awareness about the suffering that many Christians are facing around the world, simply for wanting to 
practice their faith. It is so important that all people are given the opportunity to live their life free from 
persecution. It was truly a shock to learn about the treatment of Christians around the world, hopefully 
continued raising of awareness will lead to an end of this injustice. We will continue to seek it and live out 
the teaching of Christ: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled.” 

Matthew 5:6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 12 ARC Foodbank Collection 
This half term Jerome house brought in items for our local foodbanks. We want to express our immense gratitude 
for your generosity. 

The items will be delivered in the coming days. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 Jerome Diligence (Food bank team) 

You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your 
generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.  This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs 
of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 

2 Corinthians 9:10-15 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  
Visitors >>> 

On Wednesday 23rd November we welcomed approximately 60 Year 5 & 6 students from Padua  
form classes at St Anthony's.  Thankfully, the heavy early morning rain abated as the students  
set off across Ebury Way on foot, arriving at 10.45am.  After a quick tour of the school canteen 
the students were welcomed by Deacon Liam in the Chapel. Alongside a hearty welcome, Liam  
explained the centrality and deep significance of the Chapel to our school community. 

 
The students then commenced their taster activities which focused on exposure to the Arts and Sciences. All students 
enjoyed 45-minute sessions in Drama and Music led by Mr Woollatt and Mr O’Reilly respectively. The students had 
an opportunity to perform role plays under the lights in the Drama studio while their Music lesson topically culminated 
in a rousing rendition of ‘Football’s Coming Home’.   
 
At lunchtime our visitors moved to the 3G Sports Pitch where lunches were polished off quickly to maximise time for 
playing football and rugby before the final session commenced.  
 
In their final session, the students joined the Science department to conduct ‘colourful’ experiments in the labs with 
cabbage, test tubes and various liquid solutions. 
 
During the day it was great to see so many of our students light up when recognising a familiar uniform and greeting 
their former primary school teachers as our visitors travelled around the school.  Foremost of these former St Anthony’s 
students were Samuel Borg 7KL, Celine Balagso 7BP, Jesse Kyeremeh 8RJ and Lilia Blasi 8BP who acted wonderfully 
as guides for our visitors during their time with us. 
 
Sincere thanks to the staff members who ensured such a memorable day for all who attended: Deacon Liam;                       
Mr O’Reilly; Mr Woollatt; Miss De Villiers; Mrs Hussain; Ms Brummer & Miss Claasens, as well as the Sixth Form 
Science prefects. 

The students of St Anthony’s and their teachers were extremely complimentary of the day on their departure with one 
student remarking that it was “the best school day ever”. We look forward to welcoming the remaining Year 5 and 6 
students from the Lisbon form classes in the spring. 

Mr Lee – Deputy Headteacher 

St Anthony’s Catholic Primary School visit 



   
 

 
 

Taylor Wessing Photography Exhibition 
 
On 18th November, the Year 12 Photography students enjoyed a trip to London to see the Taylor Wessing Portrait 
Photography Exhibition. This exhibition will become the inspiration for their next unit of work on portraits. 
 
The Exhibition is the leading international portrait photography exhibition and is on until 18th December. 
 
https://www.npg.org.uk/whatson/taylor-wessing-photographic-portrait-prize- 
2022/exhibition/ 

 
The students then crossed over the road to the Natural History Museum to photograph the wonderful architecture 
and experiment with their camera settings. 

 
QUOTE: “Our recent Photography trip was so amazing. We saw the Taylor Wessing Exhibition and 
visited the Natural history Museum, it was really helpful to look at other people’s photos and gain 
inspiration for our own. Looking forward to the next one!” Sophie 
 
Mrs Henderson – Art Department 

 

 

Photography >>> 
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RE >>> 

Christmas Card Competition 
We have taken part in the Christmas Card Competition from the Diocese of Westminster. The work our students 
produced has been incredible, they truly made it exceptionally hard to decide who to put through to the final stage. 
All students will be given a green card for their effort. A huge congratulations to our top three entries, if only we were 
allowed to enter more. The top three entries were drawn by Ava Gollings (9BP), Ava Chan (8JW) and Grace Fung 
(7KL). We will be sending the Christmas cards to our local care homes which I am confident will bring them as much 
joy as they did the RE Department.  Wishing you a blessed Christmas. 
 
Miss Gaughan – RE Department 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 

 

 

Our Governors, are required to review our Admissions Policy annually and following guidance received from 
the Diocese of Westminster Education Service, the Governors of St Joan of Arc Catholic School are issuing a 
consultation document seeking the view of parents/carers, schools and community groups to a proposed 
change in our admission arrangements for the school year 2024/2025. 
 
The Diocese of Westminster Education Service has informed the Governors that latest diocesan guidance 
states that ‘Governing bodies must make explicit provision for two particular categories of persons whom the 
Church regards as having a particular and special status, namely Catechumens and members of other 
Eastern Christian Churches.  Both of these categories should be given priority over all other non-Catholic 
applicants (except looked after and previously looked after children).’ 
 
Therefore, the proposed change is to include a new Criterion 5 to our oversubscription criteria as directed by 
the Diocese of Westminster Education Service.  The new Criterion 5 would be for Catechumens & members 
of an Eastern Christian Church (read note 4.1). 
 
Note 4.1 
 
“Catechumen” means a member of the catechumenate of a Catholic Church.  This will normally be evidenced 
by a certificate of reception into the order of catechumens. 
 
“Eastern Christian Church” includes Orthodox Churches, and is normally evidenced by a certificate of 
baptism or reception from the authorities of that Church. 
 
The Governors are committed to providing an outstanding Catholic education for students and when reviewing 
our admissions policy, they have to reflect on the changes of what is happening in our communities.  The 
Governors would be grateful for your feedback as your responses and thoughts will help them in their 
deliberations. 
 
Please see full details of the consultation along with copies of the Proposed Admission Policy, Proposed Year 
7 Supplementary Form (SIF), Proposed In-Year Application Form (IYAF) and Proposed Sixth Form Application 
Form for 2024/2025 on our school website:- www.joa.herts.sch.uk 
 
The Consultation 2024/2025 folder can be found in the ‘Admissions Section’ at the bottom of the Home page 
of the school website. 
 
The Consultation period runs from 31/10/2022 – 11/12/2022.  Please send your comments regarding the 
proposals to the school directly at consultation@joa.herts.sch.uk 
 
All proposed arrangements will also be published on the Hertfordshire County Council website from 31/10/2022 
at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions2024   
 
Mrs Cirillo - Admissions Department 

Admissions >>> 

Consultation on Proposed Admissions 
Arrangements 2024/2025 

http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/
mailto:consultation@joa.herts.sch.uk
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions2024


 

  
 

PFA News 
Tickets for our 2022 Christmas Raffle are now available to purchase. There are 27 top prizes to be 
WON.  The draw will take place on 12th December 2022 at 10:00am.   
  
To purchase tickets, visit https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/2022pfachristmasraffle, please share this link with 
friends and family.  All the money raised will be directly invested back into the school to support our 
children's education.  
 
Thank you to all the families, friends and local businesses that have supported this year's Christmas raffle 
and donated fantastic prizes.  
 
GOOD LUCK and thank you for supporting our fundraising efforts.  
 
 

Other ways to support our fundraising efforts 

• Sign up to easyfundraising, every time you shop online our PFA gets a donation on your behalf at no 
cost to you, sign up here.  

• Participate in our online school lottery (click here), 109 tickets sold, 91 still available – SPECIAL 
THANKS to those who have donated their winnings back to the PFA so we can continue to 
invest and support the learning environment for our children. 

• Donate to our Space to Breathe and Reconnect Project - Creating Inspiring Outdoor Spaces for 
Students   (click here), £1,020.00 raised so far, thank you to those who have donated. 

  

Want to keep up to date with PFA news & upcoming events? 
 

Please follow us on:-  Twitter, Instagram and our “NEW” Facebook page  If you would like to get involved  
or join the PFA team please contact us via email at pfa.herts.sch.uk.  We would love to hear from you! 

ASCAT >>> 

Job opportunity 
 
 

Would you like to work for the ASCAT Trust?  
A Finance Assistant position has become 
available to work 18 hours per week, term time 
only, and will be based at ASCAT’s Central 
Office in Abbots Langley. 
 
For more information click on this link:- 

 https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-
job/view,finance-assistant_79264.htm 
 
Mrs Lynch – HR Department 
 

 
 
 
 

Remembrance Poetry  
Competition 

English >>> 

Thank you to all students for their entries. It was a tough 
competition but congratulations go to Anna- Maria Kelly 
in 9RJ who was our overall winner. The judges found 
her poem ‘Will My Country Know My Name’ especially 
emotional and thought provoking. Congratulations also 
to our runner up, Lillie Hogan in 7RF, whose poem 
provided an empathetic view of war and its impact.  
 
Miss O’Hagan – English Department 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/2022pfachristmasraffle
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjoanarcPfa/
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-joan-of-arc
https://app.investmycommunity.com/fundraise/st-joan-of-arc-catholic-secondary-school-parents-and-friends-ass-2366
https://twitter.com/JOA_PFA
https://www.instagram.com/joa_pfa/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100082131105498
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,finance-assistant_79264.htm
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,finance-assistant_79264.htm


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

As we journey through Advent we 
encounter the themes of Hope, 
Peace, Joy and Love in each of the 
weeks represented by a candle on 
the wreath. Being unable to 
celebrate the season together on 
the last day of term means that 
different students have prepared 
differently. Some with Mass at the 
start of the Season. Others with 
Mass as we break up. Others with 
different forms of prayer and 
liturgy. For many of our students, 
this may be the only religious 
aspect of their Christmas. This 
echoes the recent revelation from 
the 2021 national census that for 
the first time in census history less 
than 50% of the nation identifies as 
Christian - 37% now register 
with no religious affiliation. We 
Catholics are a strange bunch. 

Many still identify as Catholics 
yet don't attend Mass, don't 
pray... don't live in any way 
differently from the 37% 
with no religious affiliation. Yet 
we live in a time when those 
four themes of Advent are 
needed by so many - Hope, 
Peace, Joy and Love. 
The HOPE that things will get 
better whether that's regarding 
the cost of living or climate 
crisis. PEACE where there is 
international conflict, but also 
conflict within homes and 
between family and friends. A 
renewed JOY in day-to-day 
living, grateful for all that we 
still have however tough times 
might have become. And 
LOVE, the theme of the final 
week of Advent. This is the 
week our students will spend at 
home. What better place to 
experience love? 

 
coming soon >>> 
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Chaplain’s Corner  

thoughts... final 

Deacon Liam Lynch 
– School Chaplain 
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Headteacher: Mrs Bernadette O’Hanlon M.A., FCCT 

Contact Us >>> 

Yet for some there may be 
brokenness and barriers that 
provide challenges that love 

must first overcome. It was to 
overcome these barriers that 
God became man - a 
vulnerable expression of total 
love. And it was to heal our 
brokenness that he was nailed 
to the Cross - again vulnerable 
and total. Let us pray for all our 
school families, that as 
Christmas approaches, the 
power of the Crib and Cross 
would help all in need 
overcome their brokenness 
and barriers, and that love 
would increase in our hearts, 
our homes and our world. 
 

Merry Christmas. 


