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Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 
First of all, I would like to wish you and your families a Happy New Year. 
 
It has been a real pleasure to see your sons and daughters returning to school with a real sense of purpose and 
positivity. Walking around the school it is evident that there is so much engagement in learning.   
 
I have spoken to all students in assemblies this week challenging them to take risks in their lives which are based 
on our faith and core values - to champion what is right and true; to support those who are feeling lost; to speak 
out against injustices; to actively show compassion for those who are marginalised; to be passionate in their 
learning; to say no to those who try to distract and derail us and to find strength through prayer. I also shared with 
them the inspirational lives of a number of people who have grown up in some of the most challenging of 
circumstances, but who have, through grit and determination and a core set of values were able to achieve some 
amazing feats. One of them was a Jewish refugee who escaped Germany just before the Second World War, by 
means of the Kindertransport, eventually settling in Rickmansworth, living with an English family on the Uxbridge 
Road in a place known as Colne House. Hannele Zürndorfer, became a student at St Joan of Arc, and in her 
memoirs talks of her time at St Joan’s including a description of a crucifix which we believe to be the one in 
reception today. Hannele and her sister Lotte received letters from their parents, reminding them of their family 
values, and were urged to remain true to these - respecting those who look after them and remaining committed to 
learning. Sadly, Hannele and Lotte never saw their parents again after leaving Germany, both being transported to 
the concentration camp of Lodz, never to return. Hannele continued her education, eventually gaining a degree in 
English and became a journalist, remaining in the UK.  
 
Today’s newsletter contains reports of opportunities a number of our students have had to meet some truly 
inspirational people, who like Hannele, have had to deal with extraordinarily challenging situations, but have used 
these experiences to do good and to inspire others. 
 
Wishing you a pleasant weekend. 
 

Mrs O’Hanlon - Headteacher 
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A fortnightly update for parents and carers on what’s happening at St Joan’s 



  

 

Dates for Diaries 
11.01.2023 – Year 11 ARD (School closes at 2:00pm) 

17.01.2023 – Year 13 ARD (School closes at 2:00pm) 

18.01.2023 – Year 9 Immunisations 

20.01.2023 – London Art Fair GCSE & A Level Students 

23.01.2023 – 25.01.2023 – A Level Geography Field Trip 

24.01.2023 – 26.01.2023 – Sixth Form Interviews 

27.01.2023 – A Level English Literature Theatre Trip 

01.02.2023 – Year 12 ARD (School closes at 2:00pm) 

07.02.2023 – KS4 Options Evening 6:00pm – 8:00pm 

08.02.2023 – Bakhita House Feast Day 

08.02.2023 – 10.02.2023 – Year 9 Option Support Meetings 

10.02.2023 – 13.02.2023 – MFL Trip to Normandy 

10.02.2023 – Last Day of Term (no early closure, students dismissed at usual time) 

13.02.2023 – 17.02.2023 – Half Term break 

20.02.2023 – Staff Development Day – School closed to students 

21.02.2023 – Students return 

22.02.2023 – Ash Wednesday 

23.02.2023 – Year 10 ARD (School closes at 2:00pm) 

 

To see the full school term dates, go to https://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/301/term-dates 

Upcoming Webinar for Parents 
 
 

We’re excited to announce that Elevate Education's first free webinar of the Spring Term will be taking place on Tuesday 17th January. 
 

Elevate Education works with our students, delivering high impact workshops on study skills, motivation, wellbeing, and exam 
preparation.  Elevate delivered a Study Sensei workshop to Year 10 in September and will be returning in January to deliver ‘Ace Your 
Exams’ sessions to Year 11 and ‘Finishing Line’ sessions to Year 13. 
 

Our partnership with Elevate means, as St Joan’s parents, you get free access to their webinars for parents.  
 

By tuning into their webinar series, you will learn how you can help better support your children at home through reinforcing the skills 
they learn at school.  Next up:  
   

 

Tuesday 17th January (6:00pm-7:00pm) - How to Help Your Child Make Better Notes 
 

 

Click here to register for free 
Here’s what Elevate will be covering on the night: 
 

 The most effective way to structure notes 

 The 3 levels of acquiring knowledge and how to implement this with your child at home 

 The power of deliberate practice and the fastest way for your child to improve their marks. 
 
Click here to register for free 
Elevate’s other webinars in this term’s series are: 

 How to Help Your Child Improve Their Memory – 7th February 

 How to Help Your Child Prepare for Exams – 28th February 

 How Your Child Can Maximise Marks in the Exam Room – 21st March 

NB: (register via the same link) 
 

Mr Woollatt – Assistant Headteacher 

 

https://go.elevateeducation.com/e/891981/uk-schoolwebinar/m5nmk/336685528?h=GAkND5ft9rC65zh61r8teDAjT9Pk7f0XZYElY84HWR8
https://go.elevateeducation.com/e/891981/uk-schoolwebinar/m5nmk/336685528?h=GAkND5ft9rC65zh61r8teDAjT9Pk7f0XZYElY84HWR8


 

  

ICT >>> 

We have received a communication 

from the Public Health Team at 

Hertfordshire County Council.  They 

have requested that information be 

shared with you all regarding their 

Winter Health Update – January 

2023. 

Their flyer has been attached to this 

newsletter for you.  

 

On the 12th December Year 11 had the incredible privilege of 
having a talk from Margaret and Barry Mizen. Margaret and 
Barry truly live out the example of Jesus through their ability to 
forgive and show compassion, after their son was murdered in 
a horrendous incident they chose to raise awareness to crime 
among the young and how forgiveness has enabled them to be 
able to do something good after something horrific had 
happened to them. Our students, as always, were outstanding 
ambassadors and showed great respect during the talk. Many 
students commented on how they admired the couple.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to donate or read more about the Mizen 
foundation please select this link to their website 
http://mizenfoundation.org/ 
 

Miss Gaughan – RE Department 

RE >>> 

Year 11 visited by Margaret & Barry Mizen 

RE & History >>> 

Students who have shown an incredible effort in Religious 
Education and History were selected to receive a reward for their 
dedication. Students were given the opportunity to hear about 
the story of a woman's family who survived the Holocaust and 
how they were able to survive. Students were mesmerised as 
she explained about the amount of deceit and betrayal that her 
family had endured but also heard about the bravery of others to 
stand up against such clear persecution and were willing to 
sacrifice their safety in order to do what is right and stand for 
justice, truly following our ethos ‘Love Christ, Inspire others’. It 
was such a pleasure to offer this opportunity to the students as 
a reward and we hope they consider studying our subjects at A-
Level as they are already showing such an incredible work ethic.  

Keep up the work and who knows what the next reward will be…. 
 

Miss Gaughan – RE Department  
& Mr Cooper – History Department 
 

Year 9 G2G Talk (Generation to Generation) 

Quote: “It was moving to hear how it is possible 

to forgive even the darkest actions”   

From a Year 11 student 

http://mizenfoundation.org/


  
Student Behaviour >>> 

Green Card Congratulations! 
A huge well done to the following students who are in the 
top 3 of students achieving Green Cards in all year groups 
for the Autumn Term. 
 
Congratulations, we are so very proud of you all.  Keep up 
the amazing work! 
 

Year Group Student Name Total 

7 Grace F 89 

7 Samuel B 89 

7 Katie N 87 

7 Rodrigo L 85 

   

8 Maame D 58 

8 Lola-Kay F 53 

8 Szymon P 53 

8 Dominic B 52 

8 Harry OB 52 

   

9 Jack K 94 

9 Jasmina O 92 

9 Hannah S 88 

   

10 Pablo L 62 

10 Chloe C 55 

10 Eva S 54 

   

11 Grace McC-C 59 

11 Lewis McG 56 

11 Polly McV 54 

   

12 Carolina M 34 

12 Reigna C 32 

12 Emily McE 27 

   

13 Dylan H 32 

13 Nana D 31 

13 Isaac F 29 
 

Want to know which House has achieved the most 
green cards?  Attached to this newsletter is a copy of 

the Leaderboard for the Autumn Term. 
 

Mrs Gammage – Assistant Headteacher 

 

During the last week of school students in Year 
7, Year 8 and Year 9, participated in a 
competition organised by the MFL department. 
 
Students had to complete as many activities as 
possible, up to a maximum of 12: ‘The 12 Days 
of Christmas’.   
 
We received lots of beautiful works, postcards, 
drawings, Christmas wishes and decorations, all 
completed in different foreign languages and it 
was very difficult to choose the winners. 
 
Congratulations go to:- 
 

Cearney M – 7JD 
Ian Deane B – 8BH 

Vira M – 9RF 

 
Well done to everyone! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Mangion – MFL Department 

 
 

MFL >>> 

Christmas  
Competition 



 

 

  
 

 
 

 

PFA News 

THANK YOU to everyone who supported our fundraising efforts over the festive period, we raised an 
amazing £2,500.  

Upcoming events for the diary (more information to follow on the pta-events platform): 

 Feb 25th - Quiz Night, join us for an evening of fun and entertainment, bring friends and family. 
 Mar 22nd - Fashion Show, popup shop selling ladies high street clothing brands at 50% off or 

more! 
 Mar 30th - Use Again Uniform, pop in and pick up what you need. 
 Spring Raffle - Win a pair of Harry Styles concert tickets. 

Unwanted gifts - to support our fundraising activities we are looking for unwanted gifts.   If you have 
something you think would make a lovely prize or could be included in a hamper, please drop it off to the 
school office for the attention of the PFA. 

Want to keep up to date with PFA news & upcoming events?  
 

Please follow us on:-  Twitter, Instagram and our “NEW” Facebook page  If you would like to get involved  
or join the PFA team please contact us via email at pfa.herts.sch.uk.  We would love to hear from you! 

ICT >>> 

APP Design Competition 
calling all Year 8’s! 
 On Thursday 12th January, to launch the Amazon Web 
Service (AWS) GETIT APP Design Competition, Year 
8 students during their Computing, Design & 
Technology and Food lessons took part in an 
interactive virtual presentation with our (AWS) 
ambassador. 
The aim is to continue to promote and encourage more 
girls to consider taking part in STEM subjects and the 
Emerging Technology industry. 
 
“Students dive into designing their app idea. They 
start learning the concepts of design thinking and 
form teams to brainstorm how to solve a problem 
in their school or community with their app” - AWS 

 
The Year 8 APP Competition is open to both boys and 
girls.  Please encourage your children to take part and 
sign up by emailing me.  I am looking forward to 
receiving lots of amazing ideas! 

 

Mr Akinsowon – ICT Department 
 

 
 
 
 

Department >>> 

Need new uniform? 
 

Many of the items on the uniform list can 
be purchased from a range of high street 
retailers, although some will need to be 
obtained from the following providers: 
 

 
Beat School Uniforms (Watford) 
T: 020 3362 2930 
W: https://beatschooluniforms.co.uk/ 
 

 
Pullens (Northwood) 
T: 01923 840050 
W: https://www.uniform4kids.com/ 
 

Did you know? 
 
The PFA have a large stock of good quality 
second hand uniform.  Please email them 
directly for help at: pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk 
 
 
  

School Uniform            Public  
Health 
We have received a 

communication from 

the Public Health 

Team at Hertfordshire 

County Council.  They 

have requested that 

information be shared 

with you all regarding 

their Winter Health 

Update – January 

2023. 

Their flyer has been 

attached to this 

newsletter for you. 

 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/pfajoa
https://twitter.com/JOA_PFA
https://www.instagram.com/joa_pfa/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100082131105498
mailto:pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

It can feel like the Christmas 
break never happened. Once 
the decorations have been put 
away, and we’re back into the 
daily grind of school, work, clubs 
and our ordinary responsibilities, 
we can be left wondering 
whether Christmas really 
happened when all we’re left 
with is the bill to pay. 
 

The season of Christmastide is 
followed quickly by the feast of 
the Epiphany, a word that 
means ‘revelation’ on account of 
Jesus being revealed to the 
world through the visits of the 
Magi (the Wise Men). These 
foreign visitors were deeply 
impacted by their visit to the 
manger. 

These educated and intelligent 
travellers, with all their wisdom 
and knowledge, were brought 
to their knees in the presence 
of ‘God-with-us’. At the end of 
the encounter we’re told that 
they went home by a different 
route. A simple reading tells us 
that this was to avoid Herod 
who was looking to kill the new-
born king. Yet on reflection this 
statement suggests that these 
great men of knowledge and 
wealth went away changed. 
They didn’t go back the same 
way, to the same life that they 
had before their encounter. 
Perhaps they went back to the 
same places and the same 
jobs, but they were not the 
same. This is the challenge for 
us all. 

 

coming soon >>> 

In Future Issues… 

Message from the Head 

Chaplains Corner 

and much more! 

 
Chaplain’s Corner  

thoughts... final 

Deacon Liam Lynch 
– School Chaplain 
 

 

High Street, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 1HG    

T: 01923 773881   E: admin@joa.herts.sch.uk 

Facebook: JOARickmansworth - Instagram: joarickmansworth - Twitter: JOA_Official  

Headteacher: Mrs Bernadette O’Hanlon M.A., FCCT 

Contact Us >>> 

Now that we have celebrated 
‘God-with-us’, how do we 
choose to live? Do we go back 
to living how we did before, or 
can we bring a little bit of 
Christmas into our daily lives? 
What can you carry with you 
into the new year? More time 
together as a family, eating 
together, playing games, be 
less busy, cancel some clubs 
and commitments? Perhaps in 
this way we can keep a bit of 
Christmas spirit with us 
throughout the year. 
 


