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Parent Newsletter 
 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
Since I last wrote to you, we have had a number of 

events and activities which demonstrate just how 

engaged and committed our students are to their 

learning. Most of this newsletter celebrates these 

moments. Please remember that next Wednesday 

is the Academic Review Day for Year 12s.  

LITERACY ACROSS THE CURRICULUM 
 
By the end of today all students in Years 7, 8 and 9 
should have received their Literacy Across the 
Curriculum Handbook. This has been put 
together by subject leaders, led by Mr McKay, 
Curriculum Leader for English. The handbook is 
designed to support students in developing their 
subject specific literacy skills and is based on 
research evidence on literacy acquisition. Students 
will be shown how to use their handbook for 
lessons and homework. Please take the time to 
look at the handbook so that you can see the 
breadth and depth of literacy your child is using. 
Also encourage them to use the handbook when 
doing their homework. Students are expected to 
have their handbook with them in school every day, 
as they will be using them as a learning tool in their 
lessons.  
 

PREFECTS AND SENIOR PREFECTS 
 
Over the past week I have been awarding Year 11 

and 12 students with certificates and prefect 

badges. The students have been elected by 

departments for their commitment and passion for 

their subject. 

Over the coming 

weeks they will be 

establishing how 

they can support 

and inspire other 

students in their 

allocated subject 

area. This could 

be by offering support in a lunchtime or after school 

club, organising subject based competitions or 

supporting students in lessons. As a staff we are 

confident that they will act as role models to other 

students, especially in the lower school, giving 

them aspirations for their future journey at St Joan 

of Arc and fulfil our ethos to ‘Love Christ, Inspire 

others'.   

SCIENCE COMPETITION: EGG DROP 
 
At the beginning of this term Year 7, 8 and 9 

students were challenged to create a craft to safely 

land an egg dropped from the third floor of the 

science block. The students worked hard and 

created some spectacular crafts! They received 

points for their planning, method, creativeness and 

success in protecting the egg. 

Congratulations to all students as they did a brilliant 

job at designing such creative crafts.  Please see 

attached sheet for photographs of the winners and 

entries. 

I am looking forward to the next Science 

competition which takes place during British 

Science week 11th - 20th March 2022. 

COMPETITION FOR BUDDING POLITICANS 

Following the Science competition, Miss Gaughan 

writes,  

Thank you for all the incredible efforts from 

students across Key Stage 3, you showed such 

creativity and engineering skills! Great effort. There 

is ANOTHER opportunity for you to SHINE. We 

have seen that there has been a lot of talk of politics 

.... so perhaps it is time to shake things up. We 

would like you to create your own Political Party. 

Please see the attached document that has also 
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been shared on Show My Homework. Please send 

your entries to tgaughan@joa.herts.sch.uk 

The deadline is 21st February 2022. Who knows 

the next PM could be you! If you would like to work 

with a peer that is fine. Please contact Miss 

Gaughan if you have any questions. 

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY 
 
Yesterday was Holocaust Memorial Day and to 
mark the event a group of our Year 9 students, 
chosen by their history teachers for their love and 
engagement of the subject, got the chance to listen 
to Eva Clarke’s BEM talk about her experiences of 
surviving the Holocaust. Eva is one of very few 
survivors alive today meaning our students have 
experienced something many others will never be 
able to do. Despite some students being absent 
due to Covid they managed to join in from home 
too. The experience gave much for the students to 
reflect on, as the comments of Chloe and Aoife 
demonstrate.  
 
“I enjoyed listening to Eva tell us her story as we 
learnt about the day-to-day life and unique 
experiences her mum and dad went through...it is 
also important to talk about the Holocaust so we 
can try and prevent it happening again”  
- Chloe.C 9 Theresa 
 
“I think that this experience was an amazing 
opportunity and a once in a lifetime chance. When 
I was listening to her story, I felt sympathy for her 
mother, and I was also in awe. The way that these 
people were targeted and picked on was horrific 
and it should never have been allowed to happen. 
People need to watch and educate themselves on 
these circumstances and it should never be 
tolerated.”  
- Aoife O'T – 9 Frances 

Thank you to Miss Hickey for organising this 
important event.  
 
YEAR 11 VISITS TO THE SYNAGOGUE IN 
BUSHEY 
 
Over the past two weeks Year 11 students have 

been visiting a local synagogue as part of their 

GCSE RE course. More students will be visiting the 

synagogue next week. Talking to the students who 

have already been, it is evident that their 

experience has been enlightening, giving them a 

deeper understanding of Jewish life and worship. 

There will be a full report from the students in my 

next newsletter.  

YEAR 12 FRENCH STUDENTS TEACHING AT 
HOLY ROOD CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 
Part of our school mission statement is to inspire 

others and I think it is fair to say that is exactly what 

four of our French students did on their visit to Holy 

Rood Primary School last week. Two of the 

students, Isabel Bertacchi and Ana De Sousa 

reflected, “We had a great experience helping out 

primary school students with French. As well as 

benefiting the children, we also learnt a lot from our 

experience, and how important learning a different 

language is. It has helped us as A level students to 

acknowledge how confident we are with our 

second language. Helping younger people has 

highlighted the significance of going out of our 

comfort zone and using our knowledge to aid 

others”. 

The feedback from Holy Rood was also positive. 

Mrs Hehir wrote, “We've had a great day today and 

your students were amazing! Our teachers have 

given me wonderful feedback on how evident it was 

that your students had spent time preparing 

themselves for today and delivering each session 

with confidence, as well as being sensitive to the 

needs of our youngest pupils. They even taught my 

Year 5 class to sing head, shoulders, knees and 

toes in French!” 

I would like to thank Ms Mangion, Isabel and Ana 

for inspiring the budding linguists at Holy Rood. 

mailto:tgaughan@joa.herts.sch.uk
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NEW DRAMA & MUSICAL THEATRE CLUB 

 
Year 12 drama students have started up a new 

Drama and Musical 

Theatre Club. It’s open 

to everyone across the 

school. The club aims to 

bring together anyone 

who is interested in 

performance and to 

have fun together as 

they use their talents to 

entertain. 

Anyone who is 

interested can just turn 

up to the drama studio after school on Thursdays.  

ELEVATE – STUDY SEMINARS FOR YEARS 11 
AND 13 
 
On Monday of this week, Year 11 and 13 students 

had study seminars with Elevate, the company we 

use to support students as they prepare for their 

public examinations. Year 11’s had a session 

called Ace Your Exams and the Year 13’s session 

was called Finishing Line. The feedback from the 

students was extremely positive with 99% saying 

they would recommend their session to others and 

96% feeling it was time well spent. Tutors will follow 

up the key learning points from these sessions to 

help students put into action what they had learnt. 

I would like to thank Mr Woollatt for organising this 

event. 

Tuesday 8th February @ 6:00pm: 

Time Management 

Elevate's support for parents and carers with exam-

age children is high quality too and, as an Elevate 

school, we have direct access to their webinars 

(which many of our parents and carers at St Joan's 

do attend).  Please find below a link to the next 

Elevate parent webinar on Time Management. 

 Register for free here 
 

 

A SPACE TO BE . . . 
 
If your son or daughter is needing a way to help 

them unwind or find a way to deal with some of the 

stresses and low-level anxieties they may be 

experiencing, they might find A Space to Be, a 

teenage wellbeing project based around creativity, 

run by the Watford Museum, just what they need. 

The sessions encourage young people to use their 

creativity in a safe, non-judgmental space where 

they can unwind and have some quality time out 

while taking part in arts workshops. They do not 

need to be “good at art” to attend.  Please see the 

attached flyer for further details. 

YEAR 12 ACADEMIC REVIEW DAY – 2ND 
FEBRUARY 2022  
 

The Year 12 Academic Review Day (ARD) will take 

place next Wednesday 2nd February.  To facilitate 

this the students will be dismissed at 2.15pm and 

the school buses have been arranged to collect 

students at this time. 

MESSAGES FROM THE PFA 
 
On Tuesday 1st February at 7.30pm we will be 

hosting our next PFA meeting to discuss our 2022 

fundraising activities.  If you would like to join our 

meeting, email pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk for the virtual 

dial in details or you can send us any suggestions 

that you have on fundraising activities.  We would 

love to hear them. 

Invest My Community 

The PFA are sponsoring a number of small school 

projects to enhance the students learning 

experience, to find our more and make a donation 

visit: https://app.investmycommunity.com/fundrais

e/st-joan-of-arc-catholic-secondary-school-

parents-and-friends-ass-2366.  

Got a gift you don’t need? 
 

Whether it’s a new book you’ve read already, a 

scarf that’s not your style, chocolates you can’t eat, 

alcohol you’ll never get around to drinking or more 

hand cream and lotions than you’ll ever be able to 

use, we would love to have them.  During the 

course of the year, the PFA run a number of raffles 

https://go.elevateeducation.com/e/891981/-schools-uk-0Recipient-Company/3dbbh/178856486/St+Joan+of+Arc+Catholic+School?h=GKwA60qBZ__9EHrKHMsTI4H9abe0VvL_GSPDusEncvM
mailto:pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk
https://app.investmycommunity.com/fundraise/st-joan-of-arc-catholic-secondary-school-parents-and-friends-ass-2366
https://app.investmycommunity.com/fundraise/st-joan-of-arc-catholic-secondary-school-parents-and-friends-ass-2366
https://app.investmycommunity.com/fundraise/st-joan-of-arc-catholic-secondary-school-parents-and-friends-ass-2366
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and are always looking for donations that would 

make a lovely prize for someone.  If you have items 

that you think would make a great hamper raffle 

prize, please drop them to the school office for the 

attention of the PFA. 

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

Since our last newsletter we concluded our Synod 

Survey. If you remember from other 

correspondence the Synod has been convened by 

Pope Francis to listen to the stories of ordinary 

Catholics around the world. This is so the 

leadership of the Church can find new ways of 

meeting the needs of all its members and those 

who are most vulnerable. If you missed it, you can 

see our 2-minute introduction to the Synod video 

made by our students here:  

https://youtu.be/bzx5U66KlqY 

As part of our listening process we listened to the 

students through RE classes. We asked them 

about their faith and practice and how this was 

affected by the pandemic. We asked them about 

their views of the Church and their hopes for the 

future. We also invited all parents to respond to the 

same questions through an online questionnaire. 

The fruits of these discussions have made for 

interesting reflection - it is essential to know where 

you are in order to plan a route forward. 

Whilst some students have not returned to 

participating in Mass at Church, for most of our 

students the pandemic did not affect their practice 

Many students spoke of how their faith had 

increased. This involved taking time to pray and 

think more of God as the huge number of deaths 

were reported each day on the news and as family 

and friends became ill. Many also spoke of how 

they would not be against attending Sunday Mass 

if was seen as a priority to the family. 

It is my hope and prayer that many families would 

take this opportunity to return to Mass. There are 

so many ways in which our student’s identity and 

self-worth are affected. Some find themselves 

burdened and broken by expectations placed upon 

them by the culture they live in. Yet only in the Mass 

do they hear the words of their true worth - “this is 

my body, broken for you… this is my blood, poured 

out for you.” 

May all of our students and each of us adults too, 

remember that we worship a God who thinks we’re 

worth dying for, and when we remember him in the 

Mass, he remembers us - he puts us back together. 

Dcn. Liam, Chaplain 

† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † †† † † †† † † † 
 

With every blessing for the week ahead. 

Mrs B O’Hanlon – Headteacher 

https://youtu.be/bzx5U66KlqY

