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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

As we come to the end of this half term, I would like 

to thank you for your support as we managed the 

increase in numbers of COVID cases among both 

staff and students. Thankfully numbers of positive 

cases are now significantly lower as we go into the 

half term break. Therefore, on our return, we will 

not be requiring students to wear masks in the 

classrooms or corridors, unless they want to. 

Students will also return to changing into their PE 

kits at the beginning of their lessons. So, all 

students should be arriving at school each day in 

their normal school uniform. We will continue to 

monitor the number of COVID cases after half term 

so please use the school’s COVID email address 

covid@joa.herts.sch.uk to report a positive test.  

For those of you who are planning holidays abroad, 

the NHS COVID Pass service for 12 to 15 year olds 

now includes the option of a digital NHS COVID 

Pass. The NHS COVID Pass for international travel 

can be accessed through the NHS website for 

those aged 12 years and over. For young people 

aged 13 and over, the NHS App can also be used 

to access the NHS COVID pass. Further 

information on how to get an NHS COVID Pass is 

available on the NHS website. 

In spite of the restrictions, we have put in place this 

term, we have still had a very busy half term with a 

large number of students engaged in a range of 

enrichment activities and my last newsletter 

celebrated a number of these. Today I can share 

with you several more.  

YEAR 11 VISITS TO BUSHEY UNITED 
SYNAGOGUE 
 
The RE department has reported on the privilege it 

has been to take Year 11 students on one of their 

first school trips since the pandemic began.  

Throughout the trips to the Synagogue students 

asked challenging philosophical questions 

which even made the Rabbi pause and think. 

Rabbi Nick was so impressed with how engaged 

they were. One student stated, “it was so 

interesting to see how other people come to 

worship. I really liked it when he showed us all of 

the items that they have to wear when they come 

to pray.”  Another pupil commented “It is incredible 

how long it takes to write a Torah and how 

much they cost. I like that he spoke through each 

bit of the Synagogue as I always mix up two items. 

I think this will help me to remember.”  Miss 

Gaughan said, “It was such a pleasure to see what 

inquisitive and wonderful students we have. They 

were impeccable!” 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH TRAINING DAY  
 
On Monday, 82 students from Years 9 & 10 took 

part in a day of training in preparation for their Duke 

of Edinburgh expeditions. Our 71 participants for 

the bronze award will walk and camp for 2 days and 

1 night and 11 Year 10 participants for the silver 

award will walk and camp for 3 days and 2 nights. 

Each will complete a practice expedition and an 

assessed expedition. Students will work together in 

groups of 5 or 6 and will be fully self-sufficient 

during the expeditions, working as a team to 

navigate, sustain morale, set up their camp, cook 

and look after each other.  

Four instructors from Ocean Rock Adventure ran 

sessions on navigation, campcraft, expedition food 

and nutrition, packing rucksacks and incident 

management. They were extremely impressed by 

the engagement and conduct of all the students 

that took part.  

As well as the expeditions, students will also 

complete a 3 or 6 month period of volunteering, 
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learning a new skill and physical activity. These are 

chosen and customised to each participant.  

If your son or daughter is interested in taking part 

in one of the Duke of Edinburgh Awards, keep your 

eyes peeled for a letter with the details sent to Year 

9 and 10 students at the beginning of each 

academic year.  

SPORTS LEADERS 2021 - 2022 

Every year we have many Year 9 students who 

apply to represent St Joan of Arc as Sports 

Leaders. As it is a role that is very oversubscribed 

and there are only 24 places available, we must be 

very rigorous in our interviewing process. This year 

we have 24 outstanding leaders who all show real 

prospect of becoming tremendous role models as 

they lead younger students and their peers through 

sports events throughout this year.  

The Leaders have already supported and run 5 

different primary school events this academic year. 

The feedback and comments from primary school 

teachers, children and parents has been 

overwhelmingly positive and every time they come 

away from an event, we as a school and PE 

department couldn't be prouder of them.  

All Sports Leaders are issued with a green top 

which they are permitted to wear during their PE 

lessons. These students are then used within their 

lessons to help with equipment, management, and 

umpiring/refereeing games. The qualities that 

these students develop from participating as a 

Sports Leader will help in every aspect of their 

lives. They will grow in confidence as they learn 

how to communicate, how to be inclusive, how to 

create positive and engaging environments and 

continually seek to improve and better themselves.  

Sports Leaders 2021 - 2022:  

Lauren Bowe 
Caitlin Walsh 
Oisin Gammage 
Rory Henderson 
Leo Grimes 
Lucio Ferrazzano 
Daisy Madden 

Elizabeth Lekstakaj 
Lily Coole 
Teagan Lyons 
Ola Szulc 
Anni McLoughlin 
Franzel Palo 
Nadine Jamieson 

Macie Boi 
Ellis Burke 
Olivia Bueno Nicholson 
Paige Robinson 
Lily Hoy 

Ella Glenister 
Yasmeen Ingles Jammal 
Dylan McManus 
Poppy Martin 
Sam Williamson 

 
INTRODUCING SOCS – A NEW PE INITIATIVE  
 
You should have received a letter from the PE 

Department explaining a new means of 

communicating with parents regarding activities 

run by the PE staff. SOCS is an online school 

communication system for extra-curricular sport 

sessions, sport fixtures and results. Our new sports 

website is a one stop shop where you can find all 

the information you need regarding training times, 

fixture details, postponements and team sheets for 

the weeks and months ahead. You can view by 

day, week, month or by specific sports/teams to 

quickly gain an overview of the sporting activities 

your child may be involved in.  

If you want to see the full Sports Programme, with 

details of all the fixtures, results, match reports and 

more, then you can visit 

http://sports.joa.herts.sch.uk  

 
YEAR 9 OPTIONS EVENING 
 
Year 9 have already received information regarding 

the rescheduled date as well as the GCSE option 

booklet, but just as a reminder, the options evening 

will take place on Tuesday 1st March at 6:00pm - 

8:00pm, where staff will be available to answer any 

questions you and your child might have regarding 

the GCSE courses which are available. There are 

short films on the school website explaining the 

options for year 9 and giving an overview of each 

course on offer.  

 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE 
HOMESTART CHARITY 
 
Home-Start Watford & Three Rivers, is a charity 

which provides a family support service for families 

living in the Watford, Three Rivers and Hertsmere 

districts of Hertfordshire. 

http://sports.joa.herts.sch.uk/
http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/1531/year-9-options-2022
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They offer a free service, available to all families 

with children under the age of five needing help, 

completely independent from statutory agencies. 

They train volunteers with parenting experience to 

offer practical/emotional help and friendship to 

families 2-3 hours weekly.  They also offer 

accessible counselling services and family group 

activities. 

They are appealing for volunteers with parenting 

experience to offer a couple hours each week to 

provide practical and emotional help and friendship 

to families within their own homes. 

Please see attached flyer for more details or click 

on the link before to see a little of what they do to 

support families. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4CqDsbKfwpE

&authuser=0 

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

This week, like most weeks, has a range of themes 

to reflect on. As a Catholic school we have the 

themes of the Gospel which last Sunday included 

the call of St Peter and also the feasts of St 

Josephine Bakhita (8/2) and Our Lady of Lourdes 

(11/2). Across the nation, we also had the theme of 

Children’s Mental Health Week and Safer Internet 

Day (8/2) and I believe that it is possible to draw 

these themes together. 

St Peter initially rejects Jesus’ call feeling unworthy 

to be a disciple. Many feel the same unworthiness 

as they compare themselves to profiles of others 

that we see in the online world. We compare our 

reality to the perfect presentation of others and feel 

lacking by comparison. 

There is a saying that 'comparison is a thief of joy’. 

It is also a prison that locks us away from the 

freedom of being ourselves. St Josephine Bakhita 

Fortunata was enslaved and trafficked as a child - 

forgetting her birth name. Despite her sufferings 

she chose the names ‘Bakhita’ and ‘Fortunata’   

both meaning lucky or fortunate because she  

recognised that despite her horrific experiences, 

there were others worse off than she. When free, 

St Josephine Bakhita dedicated her life to serving 

the poor. In this way she was perhaps freer than 

many of us in our wealthy, device-addicted 

societies which drive us to think only of ourselves.  

The mental-health impacts of our digital lives 

cannot be underestimated. We and our children 

live in a way that makes us sick, yet find ourselves 

addicted (or at least dependent) on the cause of our 

own suffering. The feast of Our Lady of Lourdes is 

also the World Day of Prayer for the Sick because 

of the healings associated with Lourdes. Our Lady 

is also known as the Queen of Peace, which 

includes Mental Peace. 

Let us ask the prayers of Our Lady of Lourdes, 

Queen of Peace, to pray for us and all those 

suffering through their low self-esteem, digital 

dependency and lack of freedom to be themselves 

- especially the young people in our school: Hail 

Mary... 

Dcn. Liam, Chaplain  

† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † 
 

YEAR 10 ACADEMIC REVIEW DAY  
 
A reminder that the Year 10 Academic Review 
Day (ARD) will take place on Thursday 24th 
February.  In order to facilitate this the students 
will be dismissed at 2.00pm and the school buses 
have been arranged to collect students at this 
time. 
 
STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY 
 
Don’t forget that Monday 21st February is a staff 

development day and therefore school is closed for 

students. 

With every blessing for the half term week ahead. 

Mrs B O’Hanlon – Headteacher 


