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Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

As we come to the end of this period of 

examinations for Year 11 and Year 13 students, I 

want to commend their commitment and attitude as 

they prepare for their final exams, especially as 

they had to cope with TfL tube strikes and the 

knock-on effect with other modes of public 

transport. I also want to thank parents for their part 

in ensuring that students were able to arrive in 

school in good time to prepare themselves for the 

morning exams. The whole experience has been a 

good rehearsal for next term. 

ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY 
 
Following on from my brief communications to you 

last week about attendance in the light of the tube 

strikes, I have also written to you separately 

regarding my expectations of high levels of 

attendance and punctuality, as we move into a 

period of reduced cases of COVID. Please read 

this communication carefully, including the school’s 

attendance and punctuality policy. 

ASH FINCH SELECTED FOR 

HERTFORDSHIRE COUNTY 

CROSS COUNTRY SQUAD 

I am delighted to inform you that 

Ash Finch in Year 11 has been 

selected for the Hertfordshire 

County Cross Country squad 

having come 3rd in the recent 

county trials. This means he is now 

competing at the National Schools’ 

Cross-Country event, representing 

the school. It has been a long time since we have 

had an athlete competing at this level. We wish him 

well for the event which takes place this month.  

WORLD BOOK DAY 
 
Once again, we have seen a range of characters 
stepping out of the pages of books and walking 
through the school gates as we celebrated ‘World 

Book Day’. A full report, including the total amount 
raised so far for the charity ‘Read for Good’ and 
photographs accompany this newsletter.  
 
GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS COMPETITION 
RESULTS  
 

Again, so many 
students have truly 
blown us away with 
their outstanding 
attitude to their 
learning outside of 
the classroom, 
taking the time and 
initiative to do 
additional research 

and entering the Government and Politics 
competition.  The 
manifestos created 
were incredible and 
truly showed such 
wonderful and 
inclusive ideas. 
The students’ 
manifestos truly 
adhered to our 
school statement ‘Love Christ, Inspire Others'. 
Miss Gaughan and Miss Evans had a very difficult 

time when it came 
to judging and 
were so proud of 
the work that 
students clearly 
put into their 
submissions and 
how wonderful it 
was to see such 
consideration for 
others within their 
manifestos.  I 

urge the students to keep up the incredible effort 
and I Iook forward to the next competition, keep 

shining!  
 
PRACTICAL SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE  
 
There are many examples of initiatives to support 

those who are suffering and being displaced 
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because of the conflict in Ukraine. One of our 

parents has already been to the Ukraine – Polish 

border with much needed supplies. This week 

Paolo Arrigo returns, this time taking with him his 

son, Vincenzo, who is in Year 13. We wish them 

both God’s blessings and a safe journey. Most of 

us are not able to carry out humanitarian work in 

this way but want to support those who do. There 

are several ways we can do this: through prayer, 

through contributing supplies to those 

organisations who are providing immediate relief 

and by making a financial contribution to provide for 

both immediate and long-term needs. Here, at 

school there are a number of fundraising initiatives 

being run by tutor groups and coordinated by 

Deacon Liam. You can support their efforts and the 

people of Ukraine by going to the school’s Just 

Giving page: 

https://justgiving.com/fundraising/joalent22  

YEAR 7 ACADEMIC REVIEW DAY  
 
A reminder that the Year 7 Academic Review 
Day (ARD) will take place on Wednesday 16th 
March.  In order to facilitate this the students will 
be dismissed at 2.00pm and the school buses 
have been arranged to collect students at this 
time. 
 

BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK IS HERE! 14TH – 18TH 

MARCH 2022 

Scientists! The theme for this year’s ‘British 

Science Week’ is all about growth. We are 

challenging you to design and build an innovative 

object that would assist the first humans to colonise 

Mars. Your innovation should somehow be linked 

to growth. This can be linked to the growth of the 

population, growth of plants, growth of buildings or 

anything else you can think of! Be creative.  

For more information see the attached pamphlet or 

view the information on Satchel one.  

 

 

ELEVATE EDUCATION WEBINAR 

A significant number of parents attended the last 

webinar which was advertised in the previous 

Parents Newsletter. There is another one taking 

place on Tuesday 22nd March at 6.00pm -7.00pm. 

It will focus on helping your child with stress and 

well-being. The webinar will cover:  

• How to spot your child's stress symptoms 

early 

• How to start a conversation about 
emotional wellbeing 

• Techniques your child can use to self-
manage stress 

To access the webinar please select the following 

link: https://get.elevatecoaching.info/uk/register/ 

PFA UPDATES 

Use Again School Uniform Event 
On Tuesday 15th March at 7.00 pm in the school 

canteen, the PFA will be running a use again 

school uniform event.  All items are free and are in 

good condition, hopefully we will have what you 

need.  Light refreshments will be available.  If you 

are unable to attend and require a particular 

item(s), please email pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk before 

Monday 14th March with the details of what you are 

looking for and we will arrange to put it aside for 

you to collect from the school office. 

  

Space To Breathe and Reconnect - Creating 

Inspiring Outdoor Spaces for Students 

Students worldwide have faced many challenges. 

Whether from personal experiences, be it from a 

mental health wellbeing perspective or from the 

more obvious academic challenges of remote 

learning.  The PFA are looking to help the students 

of St Joan’s gain back some sense of positivity by 

creating some inspiring outdoor spaces where 

students can relax, exercise, collect their thoughts 

and enhance their wellbeing. Giving them time to 

breathe and reconnect with friends and with 

themselves during the busy school day.   To 

https://justgiving.com/fundraising/joalent22
mailto:pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk
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donate to some of these small school projects and 

learn more visit: 

https://app.investmycommunity.com/fundraise/st-

joan-of-arc-catholic-secondary-school-parents-

and-friends-ass-2366.  

Easter Raffle – Coming Soon 

We are our about to launch our Easter (Spring) 

Raffle, tickets will go on sale on Friday 18th March 

and the lucky winners will be drawn on Monday 11th 

April – thank you to everyone who has made a 

donation – we will send out more information 

shortly on where and how to buy tickets – don’t 

forget you can also follow us 

on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram for the latest 

PFA news and events.  

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

A discipline of Lent is almsgiving - giving to those 

in need. Often if we're in a funk, refocussing on the 

needs of others can be just what we need to 

improve our own state of mind. So, by helping 

others, we also help ourselves find peace, joy and 

purpose. This Lent we have encouraged our 

students to do something which challenges them to 

raise money. The funds raised will go to supporting 

those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

 

Some students will be doing a Sponsored Sleep-In 

& Vigil in the cold school gym. This won't just help 

raise money, but in doing so our students will 

experience for one night, a fraction of the 

discomfort that many families fleeing for safety will 

be enduring for months to come. 

 

I will be undertaking my own challenge, that I am 

totally unprepared for, of 2 Marathons in 2 Days. 

This will be an adaptation of a 4x4x48 challenge 

where participants run 4 miles every 4 hours for 48 

hours. I will also try and squeeze in another 4.4 

miles taking the distance to 52.4 miles - two full 

marathons. I'll start this challenge at midday on 

Monday 14th March and run every four hours until                 

Wednesday 16th   March at midday. 

 

We are channelling our fundraising through 

CAFOD who are supporting the DEC campaign 

and providing aid locally in Ukraine through Caritas 

Ukraine. 

 

To donate online to support the above and other 

student and staff challenges, please 

visit justgiving.com/JOAlent22 

 

Thank you for your generosity and prayers. 

Dcn. Liam, Chaplain  

† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † 
 
With blessings for the week ahead. 
 
Mrs B O’Hanlon – Headteacher 
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