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Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

We are rapidly approaching the end of term and it 

has been a busy one! Year 11 and Year 13 have 

completed their PPEs, we have almost completed 

all of the Academic Reviews, and we have had 

significant events in school which have enriched 

the learning of many of our students, including 

school trips. We have had a rise and fall in COVID 

cases, and inevitably signs of another rise. We are 

also focusing our attention on the season of Lent 

and our fundraising activities for raising money to 

support CAFOD’s Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal. 

Below is a flavour of some of the key events which 

have occurred over the last two weeks.  

YEAR 12 ATTEND UCAS EXHIBITION 
 
Last week, our Year 12 students visited the UCAS 

Exhibition at ExCel London. This is the first time we 

have been able to attend this event in two years 

and it provided our students with the opportunity to 

speak to prospective higher education, 

apprenticeship and employment providers.  

The students were extremely enthusiastic and 

came away feeling inspired and with bags full of 

freebies from the many different stalls! 

Over the coming weeks and months, the students 

will be continuing to refine their post Sixth Form 

pathways to ensure they remain motivated over the 

course of the next 15 months of study.  

VINCENZO REPORTS ON HIS JOURNEY TO 

SUPPORT UKRANIAN REFUGEES  

In my last newsletter, I reported that Vincenzo 

Arrigo and his father were off to the Polish/Ukraine 

border with urgent supplies as well as offering 

transport to take Ukrainian refugees to places of 

safety. This is his report: 

“We went to Caritas and dropped off 2 palettes 

worth of aid, mostly first aid and hygiene products. 

We then left for Dorohusk where we picked up our 

first family, a mother, toddler and grandmother. We 

dropped them off to a stranger’s house who was 

hosting them. We then picked up another family of 

7 from a centre in Chelm (pronounced Helm). On 

finding out that they had nowhere to go we booked 

them a night in a hotel and by the time we got back 

we went straight for dinner and slept. We are 

leaving today, and we will pick up one more family 

who want to go to somewhere on route in Western 

Europe”. 

Since writing this report, Vincenzo and his dad 

have returned. Having spoken to them both, and 

seen their photographs which chronicles their work, 

their experience has really brought home to me the 

human cost of a war and violence and what it 

means to put the gospel values into action and 

reminds me of the numerous times Jesus urges us 

to reach out with compassion to those who need 

our support. For those of us who are not able to 

follow Vincenzo and his father’s example, or to run 

4 miles every 4 hours for 48 hours, we can still 

support those who are victims of war by donating 

supplies to organisations such as Caritas or 

supporting financially by going to our Just Giving 

page or donate via MCAS for the events that a 

number of students have organised. These include 

a Year 7 football tournament, a sponsored sleep-in 

the gym and other pop-up fundraisers organised by 

the form classes. 

BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK 

British Science Week was a great success at St 

Joan’s.  Please see the attached flyer which shares 

all of the events that took place and the many 

successes of our budding Scientists! 

ELEVATE EDUCATION WEBINAR 

A significant number of parents attended the last 

webinar which was advertised in the previous 

Parents Newsletter. There is another one taking 

place on Tuesday 29th March at 6.00pm -7.00pm. 

It will focus on how to prepare your child for exams. 

The webinar will cover:  
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• How your child can manage their study 

schedule before exams to study all areas - 

not just their favourite subjects! 

• The best revision techniques and how to 

use practice papers effectively. 

• How to optimise exam room performance. 

To access the webinar please select the following 

link: https://get.elevatecoaching.info/uk/register/ 

NHS LONDON & TFL POETRY COMPETITION 

NHS London have partnered up with Transport for 

London (TfL) to launch a poetry competition for 

young Londoners, aged 12-15, to reflect on how 

their lives have changed since vaccinations were 

rolled out in the capital over a year ago.   

The competition seeks to give young Londoners 

the opportunity to talk about their experiences and 

what their hopes are for the year ahead. The top 

ten poems selected will be printed and put up at the 

author’s local tube station. 

For further information and details how to apply 

please see the attached flyer. 

HERTFORDSHIRE COMMUNITY NHS TRUST – 

EXAM WORRIES WORKSHOPS 

The Children’s Wellbeing Practitioners in School 

Nursing are offering ‘Exam Worries Workshops’ for 

both students & parents to attend.  Please see 

attached flyer for further details of what the 

workshops will offer and how to register. 

NEW SOCIAL MEDIA HANDLES SO THAT YOU 

ARE ALWAYS UP TO DATE 

Recently we appointed a Marketing & 

Communications Administrator. Since her 

appointment, Jenny Swift has been very busy 

working on our key priorities of updating the school 

website and consolidating our social media 

accounts. You will notice changes to the school 

website over time. However, for up-to-date 

information and reports of school events you can 

follow us on the following social media accounts: 

Facebook: JOARickmansworth 

Instagram: joarickmansworth 

Twitter: JOA_Official 

PFA UPDATE  

Easter Raffle – Ticket Available Now 

We launched our Easter (Spring) Raffle on the 18th 

March, winners will be drawn on 11th April, there 

are some lovely hampers to be won (e.g.: Vitor 

Ribeiro Gardening Service Springtime Break 

Hamper, Deluxe Easter Egg Hamper, Family Night 

in Hamper, Ladies Luxury Hamper, Seeds of Italy 

gluten-free Deli Hamper, Wonderful Drinks Hamper 

and more …) click here to buy tickets and share the 

link with friends and family.  All money raised goes 

directly towards enhancing the students' learning 

experience at school. 

 

Use Again School Uniform Event - £260 Raised 

On the 15th March we hosted a ‘Use Again School 

Uniform Event’.  We had a great turn out and it was 

lovely to meet so many of you.  We raised £260, 

thank you to everyone who made a donation.  If 

https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/post/TFK37oLt7B
https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/post/TFK37oLt7B
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you were unable to attend and we put items aside 

for you, please collect them from the school office 

as soon as possible.  We are also looking for more 

clothing donations, if you have any items that are 

in a good condition, please wash / dry, put them in 

a bag and hand them into the school office for the 

attention of the PFA. 

Space to Breathe and Reconnect - Creating 

Inspiring Outdoor Spaces for Students 

Students worldwide have faced many challenges. 

Whether from personal experiences, be it from a 

mental health wellbeing perspective or from the 

more obvious academic challenges of remote 

learning.  The PFA are looking to help the students 

of St Joan’s gain back some sense of positivity by 

creating some inspiring outdoor spaces where 

students can relax, exercise, collect their thoughts 

and enhance their wellbeing. Giving them time to 

breathe and reconnect with friends and with 

themselves during the busy school day.   To 

donate to some of these small school projects and 

to learn more visit:  

https://app.investmycommunity.com/fundraise/st-

joan-of-arc-catholic-secondary-school-parents-

and-friends-ass-2366.  

Why not join? 

We are always looking for volunteers who have 

new and fresh ideas to help us raise important 

funding for the school. Being part of the PFA is not 

just about raising money, it’s also about making 

new friends, particularly if you are new to the 

school. If you are interested in joining, or if you 

have any fundraising ideas, please email us at 

pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk , we would love to hear from 

you and don’t forget you can follow us on 

Facebook, Twitter and Instagram for the latest 

PFA news and events.   

SELLING OR RENTING YOUR PROPERTY? 

The school has teamed up with Gibbs Gillespie 

Estate Agents, who will donate up to £250 to the 

school if you instruct them to sell or let your home.  

See attached flyer for details. 

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER  

This Sunday is Laetare Sunday - one of two times 

a year the vestments turn rose (pink!) - a mingling 

of violet/purple and white. Laetare Sunday is the 

fourth Sunday of Lent, and like Gaudete Sunday 

(also pink), it is a time to remind us what all the 

preparation is for. In the midst of the penitential 

season symbolised in the purple, we remember the 

coming joy of the celebration - the white. 

Laetare means ‘be joyful’. Most of us have plenty 

to be joyful about, even in the midst of trials and 

suffering, yet it’s the negative that can cloud our 

experience of life. On Friday we celebrate the feast 

of the Annunciation, when Mary received the 

message from the Angel Gabriel, and on Sunday 

we celebrate all mums. In pregnancy, labour and 

parenting there are many trials - especially when 

our little darlings become hormonal teenagers! Let 

us pray that God would renew in us a spirit of joy 

and help us to focus on our reasons to be joyful and 

allow that joy to sustain us when things get difficult. 

Dcn. Liam, Chaplain  
 
† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † 
 
Please remember it is the Year 8 Academic Review 

on Tuesday 29th March, so school will be finishing 

early at 2:00 pm. 

Friday 1st April is the last day of term and we will be 

finishing at the normal time of 3:20 pm.  

There will be a final newsletter for the term next 

Friday.  

With blessings for the week ahead. 

Mrs B O’Hanlon – Headteacher 

https://app.investmycommunity.com/fundraise/st-joan-of-arc-catholic-secondary-school-parents-and-friends-ass-2366
https://app.investmycommunity.com/fundraise/st-joan-of-arc-catholic-secondary-school-parents-and-friends-ass-2366
https://app.investmycommunity.com/fundraise/st-joan-of-arc-catholic-secondary-school-parents-and-friends-ass-2366
https://www.facebook.com/joa.pfa/
https://twitter.com/JOA_PFA
https://www.instagram.com/joa_pfa/

