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NEWSLETTER 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
As we now break up for the Easter holidays, I want 
to update you on a few pieces of news, some 
staffing changes and remind you of a few things in 
readiness for the beginning of the summer term. 
 

REVISION FOR YEAR 11 AND 13 STUDENTS 

All students have had their PPE results back and 
have been given personalised feedback as to how 
they should use their performance in these exams 
to plan for the revision over the Easter holidays. It 
is essential that they use this time well. Please 
support them by ensuring that they have a written 
timetable, a place to revise and some undisturbed 
time away from other members of the family. 
Encourage and nurture them, even if the 
temptation is to nag. For Year 11s, remind them of 
the resource gcsepod which has proven to be 
extremely helpful for so many of our students over 
the years. They can access gcsepod by going to 
the school’s learning portal and logging in from 
there. We have reminded them of the importance 
of eating and sleeping well, to get fresh air and 
exercise, to reduce time spent socialising but to 
have some downtime which is genuinely 
restorative. Teachers will build on their revision in 
the four weeks that we have left on our return from 
the Easter holidays.  
 

UNIFORM FOR THE SUMMER TERM 

Please use the Easter holidays to ensure that your 
child has the correct uniform for the summer term 
including school shoes. We have an increasing 
number of students who have been wearing 
trainers and boots because of the challenge of 
getting to shops to try on the footwear that is 
required for school. We now need to get back to 
wearing the uniform as it should be. Hoodies are 
not to be worn for school. PE kit should now be 
carried to school as students are now changing in 
the PE changing rooms. 

Remember that students are only allowed to wear 
one small stud in each ear lobe, so please do not 
allow your child to get a piercing anywhere else in 
their ears or faces over the holidays. Students 
wearing studs that are not in ear lobes will have to 
remove them regardless of whether the piercing is 
new or not. In addition, students are not allowed to 
wear make-up for school.  
 

STAFFING CHANGES – FAREWELLS AND 

WELCOME 

This term we say goodbye to the following staff 
after many years of service to our students:  

• Miss Heffernan who has taught in the 
English department for the past four and a 
half years; 

• Mrs Dwyer, who has assisted students in 
the library for the last 9 years; 

• Mrs Gregory who has worked tirelessly for 
12 years as part of our team of science 
technicians; 

• Mrs Feerick-Davies and Ms Coulson who 
between them have clocked up 39 years of 
service supporting students with their 
learning right across the curriculum. 
 

We are grateful to them all for that they have done 
to support student outcomes not just in terms of 
examinations but in experiences which have 
supported their personal development and 
resilience. We wish them well as they move on to 
the next stages of their lives.   
 
This term we welcomed Mrs Swift as our 
marketing and communications administrator, Mr 
Gwinnell who has joined the Facilities team and 
Miss Rohan who is our new art technician.  
 
At the beginning of next term, we welcome Ms 
Kothalawala who is joining the Design and 
Technology Department.  
 
CHESS CUP FINALLY RETURNS TO ST JOAN’S 

I want to congratulate Mr Simpson and the Year 11 
and 10 Rugby team for bringing home the Chess 
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Cup. Rickmansworth School has had this cup for 9 
years and after a tight match with a winning score 
of 17-12, it has now come back into our possession 
- for 12 months at least. I hope the rugby players of 
the other year groups have been truly inspired by 
this fantastic performance.  
 
This is Mr Simpson’s report of the match: 
 
The Annual Chess cup Rugby match between our 
year 10 and 11 students and Rickmansworth 
school took place on Monday 28th March this week 
with a select group of pupils from both schools 
invited to attend and support the fixture.  
 
The team had prepared well and were ready for the 
match notwithstanding the potential nerves of 
being favourites and also performing in front of 
around 250 people. The team settled well and 
scored first through a well worked try scored under 
the posts by Theo Wildman and converted by 
Conor Redican. We then came under a lot of 
pressure and spent a large part of the first half in 
our own 22 defending. We eventually got a break 
and made our way back up the other end of the 
pitch to eventually score through Ollie 
McNaughton-Smith near the corner, unfortunately 
we missed the conversion making the score 12-0 
at half time. 
  
The second half saw Rickmansworth come back 
into the game by scoring two quick tries and 
converting one meaning the score was now 12-12. 
But the JOA squad didn't panic and started to play 
their own game moving the ball a bit quick out of 
the contact and were able to score a well taken try 
in the corner by Jack Tuckley. This made the score 
17-12 and although we had a penalty chance late 
on, we managed to continue to hold 
Rickmansworth from our try line and hold out for 
the win, the first since 2013! 
 
Man of the Match for JOA was Theo Wildman 
Captain: Brandon Williams 
Vice-Captain: Sam Sidley 
 
Full Squad was: 

1. Rithil Arachchige 
2. Bradley Lloyd 
3. Matthew O'Sullivan 
4. Conor Redican 
5. Frederick Scarlett 
6. Samuel Sidley(Vice-Capt) 
7. Jack Tuckley 
8. Theo Wildman 
9. Brandon Williams(Capt) 
10. Joseph Bradley 
11. Lucio Cappuccini 
12. Alexander Elsworth 
13. Billy James 
14. Joel Mainwaring 
15. Ollie McNaughton-Smith 
16. Michael O'Brien 
17. Dominic Tucker 
18. Enda McDonagh 
19. Mathis Ashcroft 
20. Declan Sweeney 
21. George Taboda 
22. Alexander Nagle 
23. Killian Griffin 

Injured players: 

• Shane Lynott 

• Nail Murphy 

• Tiago Simoes 
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FUTURE FIRST WORKSHOPS: YEAR 8 

Future First have been working with St Joan of Arc 
for a number of years and have built a network of 
alumni ranging from doctors to bakers, scientists to 
airline pilots, celebrating the diversity and success 
to come out of our school. 

On 29th March, year 8 took part in a number of 
different workshops where they heard from alumni 
about their experiences in the world of work and 
their reflections of being at our school. This helped 
the students explore different job sectors, consider 
the role of maths in the working world and learn 
about ways they could build resilience and increase 
confidence.  

Thank you to the fantastic alumni who joined us to 
answer our students' brilliant questions and thank 
you to the students who participated for their 
amazing engagement. 

 

Some key advice from our alumni: 

Alice – “I believe that everything happens for a 
reason, the journey I have taken from school to 
where I am now has helped shape the person I 
have become. No matter what obstacles are in your 
way, you will be able to find your path.” 

Joe – “Don’t panic if you don’t know what to do, 
some people always know, and others don’t until 
they are 40. If you have a passion, then follow it 
because you will be working in that job for a long 
time.” 

Bill – “It is worth trying different things and if you 
follow what you enjoy then you are on the right 

path. Don’t worry if your grades aren’t exactly what 
you wanted, follow your passion and work hard.” 

 

If you went to St Joan of Arc, scan the barcode and 
sign up to our Future First alumni network! 

 
 

 
 
OPPORTUNITY TO JOIN OUR TEAM OF EXAM 

INVIGILATORS 

If you are interested in supporting our students as 

they sit their public examinations this summer, 

please click on the link below for the job 

specification and salary. 

https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-
job/view,exam-invigilators_72158.htm 
 

PFA NEWS 

Easter Raffle – Tickets Still Available - £508 
raised so far 
 

Thank you to everyone who has purchased tickets 

and Good Luck, if you haven't there is still time, 

winners will be drawn on April 11th, we have some 

lovely hampers to be won (e.g.: Vitor Ribeiro 

Gardening Service Springtime Break Hamper, 

https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,exam-invigilators_72158.htm
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,exam-invigilators_72158.htm
https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/post/TFK37oLt7B
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Deluxe Easter Egg Hamper, Family Night in 

Hamper, Ladies Luxury Hamper, Seeds of Italy 

gluten-free Deli Hamper, Wonderful Drinks Hamper 

and more …) click here to buy a ticket(s) and share 

the link with friends and family.  All money raised 

goes directly towards enhancing pupils' learning 

experience at school. 

 

Throughout the year we also have ongoing 

fundraising activities, see below for more 

information: 

• Sign up to easyfundraising, every time you 
shop online our PFA gets a donation on 
your behalf at no cost to you, sign up 
here, through this initiative we have so far 
raised £4,775 (Thank you to our 178 
Supporters) 

• Participate in our online school lottery by 
visiting: https://www.yourschoollottery.co
.uk/lottery/school/st-joan-of-arc (£2,808 
raised - 135 tickets sold, 65 still 
available) 

• Donate to our Space to Breathe and 
Reconnect Project - Creating Inspiring 
Outdoor Spaces for Students by 
visiting: https://app.investmycommunity.
com/fundraise/st-joan-of-arc-catholic-
secondary-school-parents-and-friends-
ass-2366,  £650 raised so far, thank 
you to those who have donated. 

If you are interested in joining or if you have any 
fundraising 
ideas, please email pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk, we 
would love to hear them – don’t forget you can also 
follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram for 
the latest PFA news and events.   
 
 
CHAPLAIN’S CORNER  

We’ve had a tremendous response to our Lenten 
fundraising initiatives. Larger events included the 
Sponsored Sleep-In, the Year 7 Football 
Tournament as well as my own ultra-marathon 
challenge which brought a generous response from 

the pupils and families. In addition to fundraising, 
these events also provided an overdue injection of 
community spirit. 
 
Our Year 7 Football tournament ran for a week and 
saw 7 Ward crowned victorious after a penalty 
shoot-out with 7 Clare. The pupils were asked to 
raise the target of £30 per form class but exceeded 
this raising over £500. 
 
The Sleep-In was also successful initially raising 
almost £300. But the real success of the event was 
that most participants actually got some sleep (well 
I did anyway!). On top of this many of the 
participants got additional sponsorship which came 
through our Justgiving page, which along with 
those who sponsored my running challenge has 
seen over £2,750 of donations. 
 
In addition, there have been a range of smaller pop-
up events which have also raised several hundreds 
of pounds. This takes our total to way over £3,000. 
 
All our fundraising will be donated through CAFOD 
who are working with Caritas Ukraine to help those 
affected by this humanitarian crisis. Thank you for 
your generosity. 
 
As we enter Passiontide and Holy Week, I hope 
that you are able to experience the hope that is 
ours through the death and resurrection of Jesus. 
 
Dcn. Liam, Chaplain  
† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † 
 
With only two weeks left of Lent, I wish you and  
your families a holy and joyous Easter.   
 
Mrs B O’Hanlon – Headteacher 

https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/post/TFK37oLt7B
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjoanarcPfa/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjoanarcPfa/
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https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-joan-of-arc
https://app.investmycommunity.com/fundraise/st-joan-of-arc-catholic-secondary-school-parents-and-friends-ass-2366
https://app.investmycommunity.com/fundraise/st-joan-of-arc-catholic-secondary-school-parents-and-friends-ass-2366
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