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Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

I hope you have all had a very joyful Easter break. 

This week in assemblies Deacon Liam has been 

challenging all of us to see that Christ’s 

resurrection empowers us all to live our lives to the 

full and to consider the ways in which we might do 

this. Volunteers were given a rather unusual 

challenge. More about this in Deacon Liam’s 

Chaplain’s Corner at the end of this newsletter.  

LIVING WITH COVID 
 
We are now in the “living with Covid-19” stage of 

the Government’s response to the pandemic. This 

means we now manage Covid like any other 

respiratory illness. There is no longer an 

expectation that people will test for Covid, as for 

most people the illness is no worse than a cold or 

flu like illness. Advice such as regular 

handwashing, wearing masks in particularly busy 

places, outside of school and good ventilation 

remain in place.   

Anyone who has symptoms of a respiratory 

infection, including Covid i.e. a high temperature 

and feeling unwell, should stay at home and avoid 

contact with other people, returning when there is 

no longer a high temperature and they are well 

enough to resume normal activities. If a person 

should test positive for Covid then they should 

remain at home, avoid contact with others - for 

students up to the age of 18, this should be up to 3 

days and for adults up to 5 days. 

If a student has a temperature in school, schools 

are advised to make a reasonable judgement as to 

whether it is necessary to send the student home 

to prevent others from infection. It is no longer 

appropriate for schools to test the students for 

Covid. The legal requirement to provide remote 

learning has also lapsed.  

 

 

ATTENDANCE AND REPORTING ABSENCES 

As we start the beginning of this final term of the 

academic year, it is important that not only do we 

heed to the official advice from Public Health, but 

that we are also mindful of the importance of 

ensuring that attendance in school is as a high as 

possible. If your son or daughter reports that they 

are not feeling well but there is no sign of illness, 

especially a lack of a high temperature, please 

contact your child’s form tutor or a member of the 

pastoral team to discuss whether there may be 

other reasons for not wanting to attend school.  

Attendance for the spring term for each year group 

is as follows: 

Year 7 91.5% 

Year 8 92.7% 

Year 9 91.0% 

Year 10 91.0% 

Year 11 89.7% 

Year 12 93.6% 

Year 13 92.8% 

Total 91.5% 

 

Obviously, attendance was much lower than we 

would normally expect due to the high number of 

students with Covid earlier in the term. In non-

Covid times we would normally expect attendance 

to be about 95-96%.   

Well done to Year 12 students for having the 

highest attendance. As we are now in the final 4 

weeks before the public exams, it really is essential 

that Year 11 and 13 students are in school to 

maximise the impact of these final lessons of 

learning and revision with their teachers to give 

them the very best chance possible to be 

successful.  

Please remember that all absence reporting must 

come through the main school telephone number 

01923 773881 then choose option 1 or send an 

email to admin@joa.herts.sch.uk  
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PRIZES AND PRESENTATIONS FOR BRITISH 

SCIENCE WEEK 

It was such a 

pleasure to start the 

term awarding a 

significant number 

of prizes and 

certificates to 

students across the 

year groups for their 

work during British 

Science Week. 

Events were 

organised by Ms 

Claasens and Miss Gaughan. Miss Gaughan 

writes, “A huge congratulations to all the students 

who entered the British Science Week, it was 

wonderful to see such passion about the potential 

colonisation of Mars… who knows when we may 

be able to live there?!  

Our prefects in science did a fabulous job 

representing our school and promoting science in 

some of our local primaries. They really did do us 

all proud.  

Lastly, a huge congratulations to our Year 12 

students for entering the national competition in 

Science Week.  

All these students went above and beyond and 

have flourished in these activities. Keep up the 

inspirational work! 

 
KS4 Champions of RELIGIOIUS EDUCATION  
 
Last half term some of our KS3 students went 

above and 

beyond in 

the work 

they 

produced in 

RE. They 

truly 

showed 

their 

aspirations and an incredible work ethic. The 

creativity that the RE department got to see from 

some of their work was a great privilege, they really 

did make the team smile.  

The RE Department cannot wait to see who will be 

the next ‘Champion of RE.’ They will be sharing our 

KS4-KS5 champions soon.  I urge all students to 

keep up this incredible ambition.  

FOUNDATION GOVERNOR VACANCY 

Our Trust, All Saints Catholic Academy Trust, is 

looking to recruit new Foundation Directors to 

ensure that our family of schools provide the very 

best of Catholic education for all our children. This 

is a fantastic way of contributing to the wider 

Catholic community. Please see the accompanying 

leaflet which explains the requirements for this role.  

PFA UPDATE  

Easter Raffle – £888.31 Raised 

Thank you to everyone who bought tickets for 

our Easter (Spring) Raffle, we raised 

£888.31.  Congratulations to our 10 winners, I 

hope you all enjoyed your hampers and thank you 

so much to everyone who purchased tickets, an 

amazing amount of money was raised.  

School Uniform Donations 

After the success of our last event, we would like to 

host another and are looking for more clothing 

donations before we confirm a date, if you have any 

items that are in a good condition, please wash/dry, 

put them in a bag and hand them into the school 

office for the attention of the PFA. 

Space to Breathe and Reconnect - Creating 

Inspiring Outdoor Spaces for Students - total 

so far is £663.75 

This is an ongoing fundraising activity, to help 

students of St Joan’s gain back some sense of 

positivity by creating some inspiring outdoor 

spaces where students can relax, exercise, collect 

their thoughts and enhance their wellbeing. Giving 
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them time to breathe and reconnect with friends 

and with themselves during the busy school 

day.   To make a regular or one off donation 

click: https://app.investmycommunity.com/fundrais

e/st-joan-of-arc-catholic-secondary-school-

parents-and-friends-ass-2366.  

Upcoming Events - Dates for the Diary (more 

information to follow) 

As we now entering the spring and summer terms, 

the PFA are pleased to announce that we will be 

hosting in person events for friends and families to 

enjoy.  Here are a few key dates for the diary, with 

more information on where, how much and how to 

sign-up/attend to follow: 

May 21st 2022 - Painting Party Afternoon (6.30-

9pm), get in touch with your creative side, come 

and join us and enjoy a social activity in the school 

grounds/art classrooms with friends and family 

over drinks and nibbles, while creating a painting 

from start to finish.  

May 26th 2022 - Governors Wine & Cheese 

Tasting Evening - timing to be confirmed (non-

alcoholic refreshments will also be served), come 

and join us for this free event.  It's been a long time 

since we have all had the opportunity to meet other 

friends and families at the school and also meet in 

person the school Governors to ask questions. 

June 25th 2022 - Afternoon Team (1pm - 

4pm), enjoy a quintessential British tradition of 

Afternoon Tea (Platinum Jubilee Theme) in 

the school grounds/canteen, with live music. 

Why not join the PFA? 

If you are interested in joining, or if you have any 

fundraising ideas, email pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk, we 

would love to hear them – don’t forget you can also 

follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram for 

the latest PFA news and events.   

 

 

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER  

Leading assemblies this week, I tried to help the 
students grasp how the resurrected life of the risen 
Jesus can and should have a powerful impact on 
our lives today. Far too many people are like the 
walking dead. Mindlessly following the crowd and 
popular opinion, which ultimately stops us being 
free and full of life. To make the point, I gaffer-taped 
students into a chair - hands and feet - and invited 
them to break free. Many struggled away using 
their own strength, or gave up, before realising that 
I was there beside them holding a pair of scissors. 
 
Jesus rose from the dead and “the same power that 
rose Christ from the grave lives in you”. Yet that 
power lays dormant whilst we hold ourselves 
prisoner with choices and habits that don’t bring us 
life. When Mary Magdalene arrived at the tomb 
looking for Jesus, the angel said, “why do you look 
for the living amongst the dead?”. We too look for 
life, joy, peace and happiness in things that do not 
satisfy. 
 
We look for life, meaning and purpose in all the 
wrong places. Christ wants to pour his eternal life 
into us here and now. He wants us to live life to the 
full in freedom - not taped into the chair. He stands 
beside us with the scissors, longing to set us free. 
Let us pray that all our students and their families 
would know the resurrected power of Christ in their 
lives, now and for eternity. 
 
Dcn. Liam, Chaplain  
 
† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † 
 
With blessings for the week ahead. 

Mrs B O’Hanlon – Headteacher 
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