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Dear Parents,  

Last Friday and this Tuesday we had our Leavers’ 

Day for Years 11 and 13, each day starting with a 

celebration of Mass at Our Lady’s. These 

celebrations were even more poignant given that 

for so long we have not been able to celebrate 

Mass in Church as whole year groups. I wish to 

express my thanks to Deacon Liam and Fr. Damian 

for leading us in the celebration of the Eucharist 

and to Miss Miller and Mr Briggs and their pastoral 

teams for ensuring that all the students had a good 

send off. Our students have now started their public 

examinations, and I ask you all to keep them in your 

thoughts and prayers over the coming weeks.  

Many thanks to parents who have completed the 

Diocesan Section 48 questionnaire. Your 

responses and comments will inform our action 

planning for next year. If you have not had time to 

complete this, please click on this link 

https://forms.gle/p2Gu6nMDxZJSnkSA7 

The survey will close at 5pm today.  

FILM STUDIES COMPETITION 

This week I had the pleasure of presenting 

certificates to the winning entries of the film studies 

competition. I was astounded by the incredible 

creativity and the variety of ways in which the 

students approached this challenge – from training 

pets for a short film to a pitch to potential financial 

backers. It is so wonderful to witness our students 

taking their learning outside of their classroom and 

showing a thirst for knowledge which will take them 

far in life.  Congratulations go to:-  

Kayden Davis, Year 9 
Elizabeth Lekstakaj, Year 9 
Leo Grimes, Year 9  

 

 

 

 

who received commendation certificates and to:- 

Lucy Wickens, Year 7 
Jack Carroll, Year 7 
Augustin Vintrou, Year 7 
Conor O' Sullivan, Year 8 

for the winners 

who received a 

£10 Amazon 

voucher. I look 

forward to seeing 

what will be 

produced for the 

next Psychology challenge. 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH BRONZE & SILVER 
PRACTICE EXPEDITIONS 
 
On Monday 9th May, 79 students from Years 9 and 

10 set off by coach to the valley of the white horse 

to start their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze and Silver 

practice expeditions. They carried their camping 

equipment and navigated their way to Farncombe 

Farm in the beautiful sunshine, where they then 

practiced their camp craft including cooking 

themselves a hot meal. It was a very quiet first night 

as the exhaustion of the day set in. All students did 

very well in packing down and setting off for their 

next day of hiking (in the rain) with the 68 students 

completing their bronze practice expedition, 

returning home in the afternoon and 11 students 

https://forms.gle/p2Gu6nMDxZJSnkSA7
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staying for another night and day to complete their 

silver practice expedition.  

The expeditions were coordinated by Mr Naylor 

and Miss Marshall and supported by Miss Fenton 

and new to the staff team, Miss Bowden and           

Mr Potter. We are thankful to the excellent team at 

Ocean Rock Adventure who, with their assistance, 

gave more students the opportunity to take part in 

the award.  

A letter is sent out in the Autumn term with all of the 

details of the awards for any students who are 

currently in Year 8 or 9 that would like to take part 

next year. 

By Miss Marshall & Mr Naylor - DofE 

OXFORD UNIVERSITY HISTORY COMPETITION 
 
We are delighted to share that Year 12 A Level 

History student, Cameron McNaughton-Smith, has 

been highly commended by the judges in the Rex 

Nettleford Essay Competition organised by Oriel 

College at Oxford University. Cameron's essay 

question of his own choosing was, "Are colonialism 

and imperialism the same?" and he produced a 

very fine analysis of this complex topic based on 

his own independent research. Cameron has been 

invited to receive his certificate for this great 

achievement and also attend a lecture on colonial 

legacies in South East Asia on Friday 20th May. 

By Mr Cooper - History 

ABSENCE REPORTING 
 
Please be aware that the school is no longer using 

‘MyEd’.  Therefore, for all student absence 

reporting please call the main school telephone 

number 01923 773881 and choose Option1.  

Alternatively, email the school 

at admin@joa.herts.sch.uk 

ICE SKATING CONGRATULATIONS 
 
One of our Year 8 students, Imogen Woods, is a 
member of an Ice-Skating Team who are based at 
the Slough Ice Arena.  Imogen skates for ‘Fantasia’ 

who are a beginner’s team and 
also for ‘Magic’ who are the 
intermediate team.  This is the 
first season ‘Fantasia’ has 

competed and 
at their first 
competition in 

November 
2021, which 
was held at 
Skate London at Alexandra Palace, 
they won Gold. Then at the Steel 
City Trophy in March, they placed 

fourth but bounced back with a Silver at the recent 
Synchronised Skating British Championships.  
Many congratulations to Imogen and we look 
forward to hearing more of her successes in the 
future. 
 

KS3 SCIENCE CLUB 
 

Congratulations to our scientists for successfully 

completing the forensic science course!  

Every student that successfully completed the 

course with 75% or higher received a certificate as 

recognition for their commitment. We had 14 

students who completed 100% of the course and 

therefore received the gold star award! 

Science Award: 
Niamh Power 
Nikodem Sadlowski 
Elizabeth Lekstakaj 
Ian Deane-Barrado 
Isabelle Franklin 
Hannah Smith 
Harrison Humphreys 
Aidan Slyman 
Lorcan Dunne 
Gabrielle Antwi 
 

Gold Star Award: 
Lilia Blasi 
Marcus Ackroyd-Whitney 
Adriano Debartolo 
Amelia Kaczorowska 
Eva Sconcia 
Lucy Wickens 
Maria Holdsworth 

mailto:admin@joa.herts.sch.uk
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Peter Long 
Jan Kondratyuk 
Daisy Parker 
Ethan Vurdien 
Szymon Palacz 
Zuri Gordon 
Isabella Ghislandi 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We want to thank students for their never-ending 

enthusiasm and positive attitudes. They conducted 

their investigations thoughtfully and learned so 

many new skills. They made us extremely proud!  

The next science club will start early in the new 

academic year. Be on the lookout as this 

information will be sent out soon. 

Follow us on Instagram for regular updates and 

information regarding anything science related 

@joa_science 

By Miss Claasens & Miss De Villiers - Science 

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER  

In the last week we commissioned our Year 11 & 

Year 13 Leaver’s. I deliberately didn’t write 

‘goodbye’ because these special Masses are more 

than that. To be commissioned means to be sent 

out, or literally joined to a mission. We are sending 

them out with our prayers and blessing to 

contribute and change this world for the better. 

We also remembered one particular leaver, Grace 

Gaskell. Many will know that Grace died on the 2nd  

November 2020, two years after being diagnosed 

with a brain tumour. It was an honour to be joined 

by Grace’s parents and siblings for the Year 11 

Leavers’ Mass. 

Grace vowed to show others how to live-on with 

cancer - and she lived life fully to the end. This 

became her mission and her legacy lives on today. 

In support of Grace I undertook to run the London 

Marathon in 2020, this was delayed and made 

virtual. There was such a generous response to my 

fundraising that we have raised over £4,000 for 

Young Lives vs Cancer who support families facing 

childhood cancer. 

My postponed London Marathon will now take 

place in October of this year. In honour of Grace, I 

have also signed up to take on the Ride London 

100 cycle and the Swim Serpentine in Hyde Park 

which together with the London Marathon make up 

the three London Classics. Grace kept pushing 

herself to the end and so will I. 

We hope and pray that all our school leavers can 

adopt a mindset that drives them on to achieve 

great things and have a rich and fulfilling life. 

We commission them to this and wish them all the 

very best in their exams.  

If anyone would like to contribute to Grace’s legacy 

and support my 100 mile Bike Ride (29th May), 2 

Mile Swim in Hyde Park (17th September), and the 

London Marathon (2nd October) you can donate 

at justgiving.com/liamscancerchallenges 

Dcn. Liam, Chaplain  
 
† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † 
 
With blessings for the week ahead. 

Mrs B O’Hanlon – Headteacher 

 

 

http://justgiving.com/liamscancerchallenges

