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3rd April 2020 

 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
I realise there has be a flurry of email communication towards the end of this week and I apologise if this has 
caused any issues however, there have been several important updates, especially for those awaiting 
information about how examination grades will be awarded this summer. 
 
I am incredibly grateful to everyone for all the effort that has been put in so far to support your children with 
their learning at home. It has also encouraging to know that the vast majority of families are in good health 
and generally bearing up despite the circumstances; your resilience and faith that we will overcome the 
current difficulties is to be congratulated. Please do however, remember in your prayers those families who 
are facing difficulties at this time, particularly the bereaved and those who are worried about sick relatives. 
 
We appreciate that the current situation is far from ideal and given the scale of the upheaval, combined with 
the limited amount of time to implement our initial plan for home learning and the variety of challenges that 
are being faced in different family homes. This has shown us that there is much to consider going forward. 
Now that we have had your feedback, we would like to share with you how we are planning to adapt our 
provision for the summer term.  
  
It is clear that in the vast majority of cases, there has been too much work set rather than too little. We have 
spoken to teachers about this and reinforced the guidelines for setting work next term. We still believe, as do 
most parents, that the routine of following a set timetable will help families to structure the learning and 
provide students with a structure to plan their learning tasks. Although some parents have requested 
streamlining the various online platforms or ways of accessing work, we also understand that what works for 
some students and families, may not for others. This is why we provide a range of learning platforms and 
opportunities, which include a mix of direct internet provision such as ‘My Maths’, virtual learning (e.g. Google 
Classrooms) or reading and response tasks. We anticipate this will enable a greater number of students to 
engage with the planned learning. However, just as some children find it challenging to sit in a classroom and 
undertake learning activities, we appreciate that there will be some who find this type of learning very hard to 
engage with, or it may even be just completely overwhelming for them. 
 
As soon as possible we will have a link from the main page of the school website to draw together useful 
information and guidance to support Home Learning. 
 
The information set out below provides a summary of our home learning expectations for students from the 
summer term. 
 

Years 7, 8 & 9 

x The most important thing for our younger students, is that they maintain good working habits and 
routines. 

x There will be less emphasis on them learning new material and more on them consolidating, 
deepening and applying their existing knowledge. 

x Additional homework tasks will not be set, and they will only rarely be asked to submit work for 
assessment. 

x Students should however continue to email their teachers if they have questions or are in need of 
additional support.  
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x After Easter teachers have been asked to only set tasks that should take between 30 / 40 minutes to 
complete. If a student is spending longer than this on any activity, please allow encourage them to 
stop at that point.  

x Students will be expected to follow a timetable which more closely resembles their school timetable or 
their homework timetable if that works better for them. 

x We would continue to recommend that some time is also dedicated to reading and physical exercise 
each day (this applies to students in all year groups) 

x It helps teachers to monitor whether or not they are accessing the work set if students log into Show 
My Homework rather than just access the work using the filter system. 

x We have asked teachers to ensure that they are not bombarding students or parents with 
communication, however, please do not hesitate to contact either a subject teacher or their form tutor 
should you need any further support or guidance. 

  
Year 10 

x As yet there is no clear guidance on how GCSE exams may be adapted in the summer of 2021 to 
take into account the fact that this cohort of students will have missed so much time from school.  

x Whatever is finally decided on, we are confident that given the quality of teaching at St Joan’s and the 
great support that they receive from home, our students will be better placed to cope with this than 
most going forward.  

x However, this will also depend greatly on their level of engagement with work being set during this 
period and we need to ensure that students sustain a high level of engagement throughout this 
turbulent period. 

x As with children in Year 7, 8 and 9, students in Year 10 will be expected to follow a timetable that 
more closely resembles their normal schedule next term. 

x Again, we will ask teachers to set task that should take 30 /40 minutes to complete for each lesson, 
although students may also be set extension or enrichment tasks 

x Teacher have been asked to deliver, where possible and appropriate, a greater number of sessions 
through virtual learning platforms such as Google Classrooms. 

  
Year 11 

x Following today’s announcement from Ofqual, the exams regulator, we now know more about how 
grades are to be awarded in the summer. The updated guidance can be found here. 

x In the meantime, students in Year 11 will not be set any further work to be completed for GCSE 
subjects. The only exception to this being if any outstanding coursework that was currently being 
completed by a student would inform the teacher when predicting the most likely grade the student 
would achieve had they taken their exam in the summer.   

x For those students in Year 11 who are intending to continue their studies with us in our Sixth Form 
College, Mr Briggs has issued a link to prep work for all Sixth Form courses of study.  

x This is not specific to the current position of home leaning, but something we expect all Year 11 to 
engage with prior to starting their Sixth Form studies. The only difference is that they normally have to 
cover this work after their exams have finished in late June and now this work can be completed 
during the summer term. 

x We are would encourage those students planning on moving to other destinations to also research 
how they can engage on a separate programme of study for their chosen courses. 
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Year 12 

x Students in Year 12 are in a similar position to those in Year 10. 
x We also expect that Sixth Form students are more used to independent study and should therefore be 

capable of continuing to follow a similar pattern of work that reflects their weekly timetable. 
x Each subject in the Sixth Form is provided with 5 hours teaching time and 2 hours of guided study. 

Therefore, we are advising that students should be spending a minimum of 7 hours studying each of 
their subjects per week. 

Year 13 

x Before the school closed, when I spoke with Year 13, I encouraged them to start thinking ahead for 
those that are intending to move onto University, Higher Education or other Colleges, to research how 
they can engage on a separate programme of study in advance of starting their chosen course. This 
will place them in a good position academically and also ensure they maintain good independent 
learning habit whish are so important to success at University. 

 
We appreciate that families of students in Years 11 and 13 may still be particularly anxious about how grades 
will be allocated despite today’s announcement. However, we do know that the process will be thorough, with 
both internal and external moderation being carried out and the responsibility for awarding grades will not 
merely be left to individual teachers. All of our students are also likely to benefit from the profile of previous 
years’ results at St Joan’s. It is unlikely that any school will end up with vastly different results to those 
achieved in recent years and as we know, St Joan’s has a record of regularly achieving results in the top 20% 
of the country. 
  
Thank you for all your efforts and support your children’s home learning over recent weeks. 
 
With best wishes, 
 

 
 
Mr P Sweeney MA FCCT 
Headteacher 
St Joan of Arc Catholic School 
Rickmansworth. WD3 1HG 
 
  
 
 


