
 

 

 

 
 
 

Weekly Newsletter Number 1 – 7th September 2018 – Week A 
Next week (Monday 10th September 2018) is Week B 

Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome to the start of the new academic year and I hope that you and your families were able to have an enjoyable 
and restful summer. I would especially like to extend a special welcome to all those families who have joined St Joan’s 
for the first time, particularly our new Year 7 cohort who have settled into their first full week extremely well. All of the 
children and their families who have joined us this September are invited to our annual ‘Welcome Mass’ on Tuesday 18th 
September at 7:00pm in the school hall.  
 
As it is the start of a new term all students have been reminded of our expectations: that students at St Joan’s will 
always try to do their best, be polite, be well mannered, be respectful and wear their uniform with pride. The importance 
to always work hard and try to produce their best work at all times, even when they may find learning challenging, is a 
key foundation to future success because developing our personal resilience to never give up is an essential life skill for 
us all. As a school we know from many years of past experience the value and importance of resilience in all aspects of 
a child’s development. Those students who work consistently and rise to every challenge, finding ways to keep going 
and overcome those challenges, are always our most successful students when GCSE, A Level and Degree results are 
announced. 
 
On the subject of examination results, I am delighted to report on the continued success of our students in both GCSE 
and A Level examinations taken this summer. Despite this being the first year where almost all students sat the new 
style examinations for GCSE and the reformed two year A Level examination, the outcomes from this summer continue 
to demonstrate the high academic performance of students at St Joan’s. 
  
At ‘A’ Level our students once again outperformed the previous year’s achievements by raising the average point score 
per entry by 3% overall which is significantly above the national level of performance for similar schools. Set against a 
national picture where overall results did not improve by any significant margin, these results are testimony to the hard 
work and talent of the students, the support and involvement of you the parents and the commitment, dedication and 
guidance provided by our excellent staff.  
 
Our students who sat GCSE examinations also excelled in reformed GCSE’s where most subjects are now graded on a 
9 (high) to 1 (low) scale. A grade 9, 8, or 7 equates to the previous A* and A grades and I am delighted to inform you 
that overall 26.7% of exams were awarded a 9, 8 or 7 when the national average was 20.5%. This is a significant 
achievement for a non-selective cohort and we are equally delighted that overall 65% of examinations were awarded a 
grade of 5 (considered a strong pass) and above and 83% a 4 and above (equivalent to the previous grade C and 
above) when the national average for 4+ was 60.5%. I must congratulate all of our students on their achievements and 
thank the staff on your behalf for the outstanding contribution that they have made to our school.  
 
For parents new to the school I would like to introduce you to the work of our PFA (Parents and Friends Association) 
who are a dedicated group of volunteers willing to give some time back to our school to help with a wide range of 
additional activities which support our strong community ethos. This may include helping new families settle into the 
school, organising fundraising events or by providing additional support and help at many school events. To find out 
more about their work, please take a look at their Facebook page by clicking on the link below and then click ‘Like’ and 
‘Follow’ to keep in touch.  Becoming part of the PFA is a great way to show your support for the school, even if it is to 
commit yourself to attend at least one event during the year. www.facebook.com/joa.pfa 
 
If you are willing to take a more active role by offering your services to the committee, the next PFA meeting will be on 
Tuesday 11th September at 7.30pm in the school café and they would welcome any parents and carers who wish to 
come along and hear more about their work and how you could possibly contribute. 
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The school Café has been very busy at the start of term as ever. For the first two weeks Year 7 students who are new to 
the school are allowed out of lessons a few minutes early to have priority access and enable them to get used to the 
system – especially the range of choice which is not normally available in Primary Schools. After this we will revert to the 
normal procedure of Years 7, 8 & 9 having first access during timetable Week A and during Week B, Year 10 and 11 will 
have first access. Please ensure that your child’s online account is topped up regularly if they access the canteen for 
food on a daily basis and remember that Parent Pay has a facility to send out a low balance warning if you select the 
email notification option from your set up page. For students who arrive early to school, the school Café is open from 
8:00 am when a wide selection of breakfast items are available. 
 
The calendar for the school year is available on the school website as are outline programs of study for all year groups 
and subjects. I would ask you to note the school events, particularly parents’ academic review meetings (which we 
expect all students to attend with at least one of their parents), exam dates and other events which are relevant to you 
and your son/daughter. Please check the website regularly as events are added at various times during the year. For 
new parents in particular, please be aware that on ‘Academic Review Days’ (ARDs) we operate an ‘accelerated 
timetable’. This means that students will still attend all lessons planned for that day, but for a slightly shorter length of 
lesson (45 minutes rather than 60 minutes) allowing school to finish at 2:00pm and the Academic Review Meeting to 
start at 2:30 pm. I would also draw your attention to Thursday 4th October and Friday 5th October, when our Open Events 
for prospective parents and students take place. As these are significant and very important days for the school, there 
are also adjustments made to the start and finish times on both days. 
 
Traffic outside of St Joan’s can become very busy at the start and end of the school day and members of staff are on 
duty to help ensure the students enter and leave the school safely and in an orderly manner. This situation can be 
compromised when vehicles, often parents dropping off or collecting children, are parked along the yellow or zig-zag 
lines close to the pedestrian crossing. Please be considerate and respect the Highway Code when dropping off or 
collecting children, even if you are only stopping for a short time, in the interests of everyone’s safety. 
 
At the start of each academic year we hold information evenings for parents and students starting their GCSE and A 
level courses of study (Year 10 and 12). Following feedback received from previous events, this year we are also 
providing an additional session for Year 11 parents which will take place on Monday 17th September. The sessions for 
Year 12 parents will take place next week on Tuesday 11th September and the event for Year 10 will be held on 
Thursday 13th September. All events will start at 6:00 pm and should last approximately one hour. In conjunction with 
this, Year 10 and 11 students will also be receiving some additional study skills sessions by Elevate Education as part of 
our curriculum support. 
 
During the summer holiday period we have been able to complete some much-needed renovation work on the PE 
changing facilities and re-establish a set of toilets on the ground floor of the Geography / MFL block. All of the work has 
been completed on schedule and are a significant improvement on the previous provision. I would like to thank the 
School Business Manager and the Governors for being able to identify funds to enable this upgrade to take place. I am 
also delighted to be able to inform you that following a series of meetings over the summer, significant progress has 
been made with the plans to renovate the Hall / Science Block and the final plans are due to be confirmed by the end of 
September when I hope to be able to share more details with you. What I can say at this time is that when finished the 
building will be transformed and will create a significant enhancement to our facilities for Science. 
 
And last but not least, I would like to welcome five new members of staff who have joined us at St Joan’s: Miss White 
(Geography); Mr Stack (Mathematics): Dr Ansari (Science); Mr Dignam (Science); and Miss Chudasama (Psychology). I 
am sure that you will join with me in wishing them every success at St Joan’s, they bring with them a tremendous 
amount of experience and are looking forward to the contribution they can make to further enhance our school.  
 
With best wishes and blessings for the week ahead. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

   
Mr P Sweeney  
Headteacher  
 

 


