
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Weekly Newsletter Number 10 – 16th November 2018 – Week B 
Next week (Monday 19th November 2018) is Week A 

Dear Parents, 
 
I would like to remind all parents of Year 11 and Year 10 students that we are holding our Sixth Form Exhibition Evening 
on Thursday 22nd November. The event will highlight the opportunities and qualifications on offer in our Sixth Form and 
provide the opportunity to speak with subject leaders and students currently studying in our Sixth Form. The school 
website also provides a comprehensive set of information regarding courses, provision, support, expectations and 
opportunities for students in our Sixth Form. The evening itself will start at 6:00 pm with an opportunity to visit subject 
specific areas where staff and students will provide key subject information and guidance on course choice in our Sixth 
Form at this time. 
 

22nd November Sixth Form Exhibition Evening 

18:00 * Doors open 

18:00 - 18:45 We invite you to visit subject areas 

18:45 - 19:10 * Talk regarding Post-16 provision at St Joan of Arc in the Main Hall 

19:10 - 20:00 We invite you to visit subject areas 

20:00 Event finishes 

*Student-led tours will be available for anyone requiring a tour 
 
In order to facilitate our Sixth Form Open event, I would like to remind you that Thursday 22nd November will also be an 
‘accelerated day’ when school will finish at 2:00 pm. All normal timetabled lessons will still take place (although the 
length of the lessons are reduced to 45 minutes) and full Café service will be available at lunch and morning break.  
 
Please also remember that the school will be closed for staff training on Friday 23rd November and on Monday 26th 
November for our Occasional Day. For those wondering what an ‘Occasional Day’ is, there was a time when Catholic 
and other faith schools were allowed to close early on religious feast days to mark their significance. However, because 
of the number of these they caused a considerable interruption to teaching as well as having implications for parental 
supervision of children. Consequently, schools were directed to allocate one day a year as an ’Occasional Day’ to 
collectively celebrate all the feast days at one time. 
 
We have been visited by one of the local PCSO’s to alert us to the fact that in the past few weeks, they have had several 
instances where mobile phones have been stolen from school-age young people in the Rickmansworth area by a young 
man (not in school uniform) in the high street and at the train station. We have been asked to remind all students to take 
steps to ensure they are safe when travelling to school or returning home at the end of the day: 
 

 walking in groups in a sensible manner 

 do not have mobile phones or other expensive items out and on display as they walk  

 looking out for one another, particularly younger students 

 reporting any concerns immediately, returning to school (if nearby) is a safe and sensible option 

 report any concerns to school the next day so we can inform the police 
 
We will look to reiterate this message in assemblies next week. 
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Last week I shared with you some of the many events that our students had participated in to commemorate Armistice 
Day and the Centenary of the end of WW1. Below is a picture of the display created by Year 7 to raise money for the 
Poppy Appeal. I would like to thank Miss Evans for organising this and Miss Hickey; Miss White and Mr Cooper as well 
as Amy Scarlett and student teachers Miss Cross; Mrs Martinez and Miss Soloman who supported her with this project. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As mentioned last week, on the 28th of November, St Joan of Arc will be supporting the charity, ‘Aid to the 
Church in need’. All of the students have seen and heard a presentation from members of the Sixth Form 
Executive through assemblies this week about this charity. Students will have the opportunity to replace 
one piece of their uniform with one red item for a donation of 50p (which can be made via Parent Pay). 

 
 
Over the past couple of weeks teams from Years 7, 8 and 9 have been 
participating in the District Cross Country Championships. I know that all 
teams who competed performed to a really high standard, but I would 
particularly like to congratulate the Year 9 Boys Team, who were crowned 
‘District Cross Country Champions’.  
 
 
Mr Woollatt (Assistant Headteacher for the Curriculum) has asked me to 
remind all parents that the 2018/19 Curriculum Overviews are available for all subject areas and year groups via the 
following link on the school website. They are accessible on www.joa.herts.sch.uk via the Parents tab or the Students 
tab.   
 
Finally, the Café have requested that I remind parents to regularly check their children’s accounts to ensure they have 
enough funds to buy food at lunch and breaktime. 
 
 
With best wishes and blessings for the week ahead. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

   
Mr P Sweeney  
Headteacher  
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