
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Weekly Newsletter Number 11 – 23rd November 2018 – Week A 
Next week (from Tuesday 27th November 2018) is Week B 

Dear Parents, 
 
I would like to extend my thanks to all the parents and students who attended our Sixth Form Open Evening last night 
and also to our students and staff for facilitating the subject information sessions. To remind parents who were unable to 
attend the evening, our new curriculum offer provides three recommended pathways of study that are determined by a 
student's prior attainment at GCSE and all students are expected to achieve a Grade 4 in both English and Maths for 
entry in to the Sixth Form. The following provides guidance for each pathway: 
 
4 A Level Pathway: 6 GCSEs at grade 8 or above. 
 

Students will select 4 A Level courses to study. 
 
3 A level Pathway:  6 GCSEs at grade 5 or above. 
 

Students will select 3 A Level courses to study. 
 
Combination Pathway:  5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above. 
 

Students following the combination pathway will select either 2 A Levels plus a single award 
Level 3 Applied qualification or, 1 A level plus a double award Level 3 Applied qualification. 

 
The feedback we have already received has been extremely positive. Please remember to follow up any further 
enquiries regarding course choices over the next couple of weeks and submit the Sixth Form application by Friday 7th 
December. This can be accessed by following this hyperlink to the application form - CLICK HERE TO APPLY 
 
When we return to school on Tuesday 27th November after the school closure for our Occasional day on Monday 26th, 
our Year 11 students will start their Trial GCSE Examinations. These will continue until Friday 7th December and exam 
timetables have previously been issued along with details of study provision during the exam period. This is obviously a 
very important time for our students and these trial exams take place under exactly the same conditions, as the GCSE 
exams will be held under next summer. It is therefore not only essential that students ensure they arrive in plenty of time 
for their exams to give them the best chance of success, but revision and preparation for each exam is essential. Year 
11 students will already be aware of an online revision support platform called GCSE Pod. On this site students are able 
to access a full range of revision materials for the particular exam syllabus they are following. This has proved a highly 
successful resource for previous cohorts, I would encourage all students, and parents to make full use of this resource 
which is free to access for students at St Joan’s because we buy into the service to support your child’s learning. The 
resource can also help generate revision timetables and has other useful exam preparation advice and guidance. 
 
Please also note that the Year 13 Assessment Week will take place between Monday 3rd December and Friday 7th 
December. 
 
Please remember that on Wednesday 28th November, we will be supporting the charity, ‘Aid to the Church in need’. 
Students will have the opportunity to replace one piece of their uniform with one red item for a donation of 50p (which 
can be made via Parent Pay). 
 
On Thursday 29th November, the Music Department are hosting ‘An Evening of Recitals’ which begins at 6:00 pm in the 
Drama Studio and should conclude around 7:00 pm. All parents and friends are welcome to attend. 
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We have had a fantastic response from 120 parents and friends of St Joan’s who will be attending the PFA Winter Ball 
next Friday evening (30th November) at Moor Park. Thank you to everyone who is supporting this event and I have been 
asked to remind you and your guests to arrive for the reception at 7:30 pm. In recent years we have had a core 
committee who have expertly led the work of the PFA. Without their desire and commitment to help make a difference 
for our students and the school, we would be not have been able to provide many of the additional opportunities the 
children are given at St Joan’s. Three key members of the core team are stepping back from their roles after many years 
of service. I would like to thank Sheila McHugh, Sarah Fitzpatrick and Clare Cid-Fuentes for the outstanding contribution 
they have made to the PFA and our school community. I would also like to congratulate Deborah Maurantonio on her 
appointment as the new Chair of the PFA and I wish Deborah every success for the future. 
 
With best wishes and blessings for the week ahead. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

   
Mr P Sweeney  
Headteacher  

 
 
 


