
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Weekly Newsletter Number 12 – 30th November 2018 – Week B 
Next week (Monday 3rd December 2018) is Week A 

Dear Parents, 
 
I would like to begin this newsletter by thanking both you and your children for supporting the ‘Aid to the Church in need’ 
appeal we held on Wednesday. There was a very positive response from students in all year groups and we saw a wide 
range of ‘red’ replacement clothing from shoes and socks to jackets, ties and shirts.   A fantastic £719.59 has been 
raised so far and I would like to gently remind any parent who still wishes to donate to the fund for the ‘Aid to the Church 
in need’, that payments can still be made via Parent Pay until Friday 7th December.  Donations would be welcomed even 
if your child did not participate in the event. 
 
This weekend brings all Catholic communities together as we enter the season of Advent when we are reminded that the 
next four weeks are all to do with the joy, the hope, and the knowing that Our Lord is coming as our Saviour. One Advent 
tradition that has been around since the 1500s, is that of the Advent wreath. The wreath is a circle, which has no 
beginning or end. Traditional wreaths are made of fresh plant material, because Christ came to give us new life through 
His passion, death, and resurrection. Three candles are purple, symbolizing penance, preparation, and sacrifice; the 
fourth is a pink candle and reminds us to rejoice. The light from the candles represents Christ, who entered this world to 
scatter the darkness of evil and show us the way of righteousness. So, during Advent, we are called to mind how our 
lives can provide joy and hope for others.  
 
At St Joan’s we also have a long-standing tradition, not quite as old as that of the Advent wreath, but significant just the 
same. Through our annual ‘Advent Appeal’ every Tutor Group is invited to donate items to produce a ‘Christmas Gift 
Bag’ for a real family from our local community who will find Christmas a very challenging time. The message of hope 
and joy we are able to generate through this annual appeal is always fantastic and quite simply changes the lives of 
many people who are touched by our kind acts and deeds. We support the work of ‘Home-Start Watford’ and the 
‘Watford & Three Rivers Refugee Partnership’.  These charities support families who find themselves in extremely 
difficult circumstances for any number of reasons. Often the gifts St Joan’s provides are the only gifts some of the 
families receive at Christmas – especially the parents. Please read the attached letter from our Chaplain, Deacon Liam, 
regarding our annual appeal and follow the link he provides for more information.  
 
Christmas can be a challenging time for many people, including our own families at St Joan of Arc. We therefore do not 
set a minimum or suggested donation value, but simply ask that all do whatever they are able to, no matter how simple, 
for this worthwhile cause. The gift bags will be out for delivery to the respective charities on Friday 14th December by 
9am. We ask that all contributions are brought in before then and I would like to thank you in anticipation of your 
continued support. 
 
Year 11 students began their Trial GCSE examinations this week and these will continue until Friday 7th December. The 
atmosphere amongst the Year 11 cohort has been very purposeful and positive in this important period of preparation for 
next summer’s final GCSE examinations. If you have not already done so, please encourage your child to access ‘GCSE 
Pod’ which is an excellent online revision resource. This is available to Year 11 and Year 10 students even though the 
formal GCSE exams for Year 10 may seem a long way off. Revising little and often now, will embed knowledge that will 
be much easier to recall at a later date, rather than having to relearn topics that were studied a year or more before their 
final GCSE exam will be sat. 
 
Year 13 Assessment Week will start on Monday 3rd December and will conclude by Friday 7th December. 
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The Sixth Form Application deadline is Friday 7th December. If any Year 11 students still require more details of courses 
or wish to discuss options please see a member of the Year 11 or Sixth Form Pastoral Team as soon as possible this 
week.  
 
Please submit your Sixth Form application online by following this hyperlink to the application form - CLICK HERE TO 
APPLY 
 
On Friday 7th December, the Head of RE, students and our Chaplain will lead a 24-hour Eucharistic Adoration to 
celebrate the closing of the 2018 Adoremus programme. In 2018, the Catholic Church held the National Eucharistic 
Congress which was the largest gathering of Catholics in England since the 2010 papal visit. The focus of our adoration 
is to act as witnesses and be united in worship of Our Lord who is truly present in the Blessed Sacrament. The 24 hours 
of adoration will start on Friday morning at 8:30 am and will conclude at 8:30 am on Saturday morning. I would like to 
thank Miss Gaughan for her inspiration to organise this event and all the students and staff who have offered to play 
their part as a witness to the Eucharist. 
 
Looking further ahead at other key events during the remainder of this term, I would like to draw your attention to: 
 

 Year 10 have a MUFTI day on Friday 7th December in aid of UDAYAN. 

 The Winter Music Concert will take place on Tuesday 11th December at 7:00 pm in the school hall. 

 Our annual Carol Service is on Monday 17th December at 7:00 pm and all our welcome. 

 The end of this academic term is Wednesday 19th December and there will be an early closure at 12:15 pm 
(Peter Reynolds coaches have been notified). 

 
With best wishes and blessings for the week ahead. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

   
Mr P Sweeney  
Headteacher  

 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/16kgj626u8iLX54P8A9c62h1RFMyKwDrgxi-9t6LEu_s/viewform?edit_requested=true
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