
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Weekly Newsletter Number 15 – 11th January 2019 – Week B 
Next week (Monday 14th January 2019) is Week A 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
May I begin by wishing you all a very Happy New Year and I hope that you were able to share a peaceful and joyful 

Christmas with your families.  

 

I would also like to thank you all once again for your amazing donations for our Christmas appeal for local families 

through the Homestart charity which were distributed prior to the end of last term. We have had some truly heart-

warming feedback from the Charity and in particular the families they have been able to support through your generosity. 

During assemblies this week our reflection focused on the generosity of the Magi when they presented their gifts to the 

baby Jesus in Bethlehem. When they gave these gifts, they were given freely without expecting anything in return, as 

were the gifts you gave to the families Homestart support. The gifts the Magi presented to Jesus certainly helped him 

and his family in their early stages of development and this in many ways replicates the same act of charity you have 

performed towards the families who have experienced your sincere kindness and love. I have included a sample of the 

responses from the families you have helped to support which I hope you take great comfort in reading: 

 

“We would like to say thank you so much. I was so overwhelmed by your kindness”. 

 

‘Thank you so much to everyone involved in this. I can’t express how much this has helped me and my 2 little boys. I 

was very concerned with how I would provide a Christmas they would enjoy and remember. This has really made a 

difference to my family.” 

 

“Thank you so much. I am blown away by the generosity and the sheer amount of time and effort put to choosing gifts 

perfectly for my family. Receiving these gifts has certainly put a smile on my face which hasn’t been seen in a while x” 

 

“I would like to say a very big Thank You! I was really touched by the card made by the students.” 

 

“Would like to say thank you for our hamper it was a lovely thing to do.  Thanks so much. It’s been a stressful year and 

it’s lovely to know people care.” 

 
“Really lovely, thoughtful gifts, we felt quite humbled to receive them, such a generous and unexpected action! We would 

very much like to thank whoever gave/organised.” 

 
“Receiving the hamper was completely overwhelming. It has made our Christmas. It's lovely to know that there is still 

kindness in the world, despite everyone’s struggles.”  

 
“We are overwhelmed by people’s generosity at this time. I cried when I saw the boxes! Thank you!” 
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It is that time of year again when the PFA are planning their first event for 2019 and what a great evening they have 

planned for you. The annual ‘Quiz and Curry night’ will take place on Saturday 2nd February and it is always very popular 

– and competitive. So you have plenty of time to get your best team together and revise all those general knowledge and 

current affair questions that may very well arise during the evening. Please see the attached poster for more details and 

contact the PFA by email to secure your places. pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk 

 

There are several important meetings for parents in various year groups during this term. The first to take place is the 

Academic Review Meeting for Year 11 students next Tuesday (15th January). This will necessitate an early closure of 

the school day at 2:00 pm so that the parent/student interviews with staff can take place between 2:30 – 7:00 pm. As 

with all Academic Reviews, we will operate an accelerated timetable so that students will still have all lessons normally 

scheduled for the day. Break and lunch facilities will be available as usual, and the school buses have been arranged to 

depart at the end of school. Other key dates for this term are as follows: 

 

  Sixth Form Academic Review   Wednesday 23rd January: 2:30 – 7:00 pm 

  Year 10 Academic Review    Thursday 7th February: 2:30 – 7:00 pm 

  PFA Quiz and Curry Night    Saturday 2nd February: 7:00 pm 

  GCSE Information Evening (Year 9)  Tuesday 12th February: 6:00 pm 

  Year 7 Academic Review    Wednesday 27th February: 2:30 – 7:00 pm  

  Year 13 PPE exams     Monday 4th March to Friday 8th March 

  Staff Training INSET: School Closed  Wednesday 6th March 

  Year 11 PPE exams     Thursday 7th March to Friday 15th March 

  Year 8 Academic Review    Tuesday 26th March: 2:30 – 7:00 pm. 

  End of Spring Term for students:   Thursday 4th April: 3:25 pm 

 

As the weather at this time of year can be very changeable, please try to ensure your children have suitable clothing, in 

addition to their school uniform, to protect them from the cold, wind and rain. Particularly for parents new to the school, if 

extreme weather is expected or forecast (for example snow), the school will post information on the school website, 

email information to parents and post messages on Twitter and Facebook from the official school accounts. The school 

website will always have the most up to date information posted on it and should be the main point for accurate 

information which will (wherever possible) indicate contingency procedures and when the next review or update is likely. 

It is also worth remembering that in extreme weather conditions or emergencies, it is likely our usual main points of 

contact, such as the school office or switchboard may not be staffed, and we may not have the capacity to respond to 

individual requests. 

 

With best wishes for the week ahead.  
 
 

Yours sincerely, 

   
Mr P Sweeney  
Headteacher  
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