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Weekly Newsletter 

 
 

Dear Parents,  

We have reached the end of a very busy term and 
this week our Advent reflection focuses on ‘Love’. 
The Gospel reading this weekend recalls Mary's 
actions after the announcement of Jesus' birth by 
the angel Gabriel and the role of Mary in God's plan 
of salvation. Mary's faith enabled her to recognise 
the work of God in her people's history and in her 
own life. Her openness to God allowed God to work 
through her so that God’s love would be shared by 
everyone who welcomed him into their lives. 
Because of this, Mary is a model and symbol of the 
Church. May we be like Mary, open to God's love 
so that we may build a better future for our world. 
 
Christmas Gift Bag Appeal 

We have been overwhelmed by the response and 
generosity of our students and their families in your 
support of our Annual Advent Appeal for ‘Home-
Start, Watford’. The gifts that have been collected 
this week for the families we have been invited to 
support will ensure that they know there are people 
out there who care about them.  

On behalf of all the families, to whom your 
generosity will make a significant impact upon, 
thank you. Your love and kindness will be felt not 
just this Christmas, but also in the months ahead 
because of the love you have shown towards them, 
may God bless you all. 

Carol Service – Tuesday 17th December  

On Tuesday evening we held our annual Carol 
Service at Our Lady Help of Christian’s Church in 
Rickmansworth. I would like to thank Fr Shaun and 
Fr Damien for allowing us to use the Church which 
provided a beautiful setting for the service. I would 
also like to thank them for their continued support 
of the school throughout the past year. We were 
treated to a memorable evening of Carols, readings 
and reflections.  The music and singing were 
extremely uplifting, and I must congratulate all 
those in the Choir and Orchestra for their 
contribution to a very special evening of reflection. 

Year 11 Trial Exam Results 

On Wednesday our Year 11 students collected the 
results from their recent trial exams. These serve 
as a chance to gain a better understanding of your 
child’s current position in their subjects, and to 
allow us the time to right any wrongs or address 
any misconceptions before their final GCSE 
exams. It is right however, to congratulate the 
students on their results, as most are making 
progress that is close to their expected level of 
performance or beyond. Although some students 
are not yet fulfilling their potential, this is not 
unusual at this stage. What will determine their 
eventual results is the approach each student takes 
from this point onwards and the extra effort and 
commitment they are willing to put into their studies 
and exam preparation. By identifying what they are 
going to do differently, they will be able to make the 
required progress, however, if they continue as 
they are doing presently, they will be likely to end 
up with similar results in the summer examinations. 
  
I would also like to draw your attention to a key date 
for Year 11 students and parents; Wednesday 15th 
January, which is the date for their academic 
review meetings.  

GCSE Pod 

GCSE Pod is a tailored revision support platform 
that provides a very large bank of downloadable 
content to support students as they prepare for 
their GCSE exams. Already this year, students in 
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Year 11 have accessed over 5,000 pod casts via 
the online platform which is completely free to 
students at St Joan’s. GCSE Pod aim to raise 
attainment, motivation and engagement through 
their easy to access resources. Why not ask your 
child to show you how it works and how it can help 
support their learning?  

Christmas Jumper Day – Friday 20th December 

Today the children (and staff) were 
out in force wearing their Christmas 
Jumpers to support and raise 
awareness of those families that will 
be in need this Christmas. The 
Catholic Children’s Society provide 
significant support throughout the year for these 
families, but their need is particularly acute at this 
time of year. Thank you once again for your 
generosity and donations to this event. If you would 
still like to contribute you can do so through the 
Parent Pay online school service.  

Christmas Lunch 

We hope that the students enjoyed the Christmas 
dinner on Wednesday. The Accent Catering Team 
served almost 300 helpings on the day 
(significantly more than a normal hot meal of the 
day) as well as providing the normal selection of 
pasta, vegetarian and cold food options – a 
fantastic achievement. 

 

Peter Reynolds Coach Service 

By now those parents and children who use the 
Peter Reynolds coach services for transport to and 
from school will have been made aware that as of 
the end of this term, Peter Reynolds Coach 
Services will cease operating. This has been a 

family decision and one which we were only made 
aware of earlier this week. However, following a 
meeting with a representative of the company on 
Tuesday and one from the new service provider, 
we are pleased to confirm that the current bus 
routes and services will continue from January, 
(albeit that they will be served by a different coach 
provider and whilst the route numbers may change 
they will still serve the existing route). 

Information about buying tickets and refunds for 
previously bought tickets has been issued in the 
email that went out to all parents earlier this week. 

Thank you 

On behalf of all the staff I would like to thank you 
for your generosity towards them and the school at 
this time of year. The many cards and gifts that 
have been received are warmly received and I 
know they mean a lot to the staff who provide your 
children with the support and opportunities to grow 
and develop throughout the year. Thank you. 

End of Term 

Please remember that school will end for this term 
on Friday 20th December at 12:30 pm (the school 
coaches will pick up at the end of school). Food will 
be available in the Café for students before school 
and at morning break but there will not be a lunch 
service. Any students who would normally be 
provided with a free lunch will be able to collect a 
packed lunch at morning break from one of the 
Café staff.   

Start of New Term – Monday 6th January 2020 

The new term will start at the normal time of 8:40 
am on Monday 6th January 2020. 
 
It only remains for me to wish you all a very 
peaceful and joyful Christmas.  
 
Thank you for your continued support of the school.  
 
May God bless you and your families this 
Christmas. 
 
Mr Sweeney - Headteacher 


