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Weekly Newsletter

Dear Parents,  

May I begin by wishing you all a very Happy New 
Year and I hope that you were able to share a 
peaceful and joyful Christmas with your families.  

Year 11 ARD 

The Year 11 Academic Review Day (ARD) will 
take place next Wednesday 15th January between 
2:30 pm and 7:00 pm. As with all Academic Review 
Days, we will operate an accelerated timetable so 
that students will still have all lessons scheduled for 
the day (although lessons are 45 minutes long 
rather than 60 minutes), to enable the school to 
close at 2:00 pm. Break and lunch facilities will be 
available as usual, and the school buses have 
been arranged to collect students at 2:00 pm. For 
information, other key dates for this term are as 
follows: 
 
Tuesday 21st January: Sixth Form ARD 
Thursday 30th January: Year 9 ARD 
Tuesday 11th February: GCSE Exhibition (Year 9) 
Monday 17th – Friday 21st February: Half Term 
Monday 24th February: Staff Training Day 
Thursday 27th February: Year 10 ARD 
Wednesday 4th March: Year 7 ARD 
Tuesday 24th March: Year 8 ARD 
Thursday 2nd April: End Term (3:25pm)  
 
Attendance & Punctuality 
 
Research evidence provides an overwhelming link 
between attendance, achievement and personal 
development of children in schools. This is why we 
expect children to be in school every day, 
barring serious illness or accident and why senior 
staff are present at the school gates in the morning 
to both welcome those students who arrive in good 
time for the start of the school day, and challenge 
those who do not. We know that every day in 
school counts and so we rely on the determination 
of both staff and parents to work together to ensure 
their children also make attendance and 
punctuality a top priority. I fully appreciate that 
there will be certain occasions when children will 
miss school, but we must strive to reduce these to 
an absolute minimum. The school obviously 

authorises absence for significant illness, medical 
appointments that absolutely cannot be made out 
of school hours and for the unforeseen unhappy 
events that we are all unfortunately susceptible to 
and we also authorise absence for certain one-off 
events where we believe that the students will 
benefit from engaging in a certain activity that we 
deem to be beneficial to their general education.  
 
Weather 
 
Even though at the moment, we are experiencing 
some very mild weather for the time of year, the 
weather can still be very changeable. Please try to 
ensure your children have suitable clothing, in 
addition to their school uniform, to protect them 
from the cold, wind and particularly rain. For 
parents new to the school, if extreme weather is 
expected or forecast, (for example snow), the 
school will post information regarding being ‘open’ 
or in extreme cases ‘closed’ due to weather 
conditions on the school website. This information 
will also be circulated by email; Twitter and 
Facebook from the official school accounts.  
 
Term Dates 2020/21 
 
AUTUMN TERM 
 
First day of term: 3rd Sept 2020 (Y7 & 12) 
Half Term: 26th Oct 2020 – 30th Oct 2020 
Last day of term: 17th Dec 2020 
 
SPRING TERM 
 
First day of term: 4th Jan 2021 
Half Term: 15th Feb 2021 – 19th Feb 2021 
Last day of term: 26th Mar 2021 
 
SUMMER TERM 
 
First day of term: 12th Apr 2021 
Half Term:31st May 2021 – 4th Jun 2021 
Last day of term: 16th Jul 2021 
 
May God bless you and your families during the 
week ahead. 
 
Mr Sweeney - Headteacher 


