
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Weekly Newsletter Number 16 – 18th January 2019 – Week A 
Next week (Monday 21st January 2019) is Week B 

Dear Parents, 
 
I would like to thank all of the families who attended the Year 11 Academic Review Day this week - only 7 families were unable to be 
represented and 2 of those families were for unavoidable circumstances. I hope that the information passed on by teachers was helpful and 
will enable the students to make the necessary plans for revision as they prepare for their PPE exams later this term and final GCSE exams 
in the summer term. Our Sixth Form Academic Review Meeting takes place next Wednesday 23rd January and this will necessitate another 
early closure of the school day at 2:00 pm so that the parent/student interviews with staff can take place between 2:30 pm – 7:00 pm.  
 
As I mentioned last week, the PFA are holding their first event of 2019 on Saturday 2nd February. Their annual ‘Quiz and Curry Night’ is 
always a lot of fun, enjoyable and very popular. Tickets are £15 and must be paid for in advance for catering purposes. The ticket price 
includes a choice of a chicken or vegetarian curry and a licensed bar will also be available. Please try and get a team of between 6 and 10 
friends together, although the PFA can also cluster smaller groups or individuals into teams. Please book your tickets in advance by email 
as soon as possible to: pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk (details of payment methods are included on the attached flyer). 
 
If your child currently does, or is considering riding a bicycle to and from school, please see the information below regarding bringing 
bicycles into school.  Whilst it is encouraging to see a greater number of students using bicycles as a means of transport we must also 
ensure that they do so safely, which includes ensuring that they are wearing a cycle helmet for their safety and protection. 
 
Healthy schools and lifestyles are encouraged at St Joan of Arc. Students riding to school on their bicycles is an excellent form of exercise 
and one which the school would encourage.   The safety of the student on the journey to school, at school and on the journey home from 
school is of paramount importance to all of us, parents, the school and the students themselves. To this end the school insists on certain rules 
when bringing a bicycle to school: 
 

 All bicycles must be road worthy with good tyres and good brakes 

 Students MUST wear helmets at all times while riding their bikes (there will be a place for students to store their helmets if they do 
not have a locker at school. This will be located next to the bike rack in order to cause the cyclist the least amount of inconvenience 
in bringing a helmet to school)  

 Students must have some form of locking device for the bike 

 Students must always walk their bikes through the school grounds 

 Students must follow the rules of the road (not cycle the wrong way up the one way system on Rickmansworth High Street) and 
show courtesy to other road users and pedestrians. 

 Cyclists must not ride on the pavement and must not ride with the front wheel off the surface of the road (wheelies)  

 Students bring their bikes to school at their own risk (the school will not reimburse for the cost of a damaged or stolen bike) 
 
The school appreciates the peer pressures on young students to appear ‘cool’ and to this end the students can resist wearing a helmet. If the 
students refuses to wear a helmet to school and persists in riding without a helmet to school, then the school reserves the right to confiscate 
the bike until the students bring the appropriate safety gear to be able to ride home safely. 
 
Finally, for families who have had children pass through Our Lady’s Catholic Primary School in Chesham, I have been informed of the sad 
news that a long serving member of staff, Mrs Rough, who was a Teaching Assistant for 19 years at Our Lady’s, passed away last week 
following a short illness. Her funeral takes place on Monday 21st January. Our thoughts and prayers are with her family at this difficult time 
and the school community at Our Lady’s Catholic Primary School. May she rest in peace with Christ. 
 

With best wishes for the week ahead.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

   
Mr P Sweeney  
Headteacher  
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