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Weekly Newsletter

Dear Parents,  

Thank you to all the families who attended the Year 
11 Academic Review Day this week and I hope that 
the information passed on by teachers was helpful 
and will enable the students to make the necessary 
plans for revision as they prepare for their GCSE 
exams in the summer term. Our Sixth Form 
Academic Review Meeting takes place next 
Tuesday 21st January and this will necessitate 
another early closure of the school day at 2:00 pm 
so that the parent/student interviews with staff can 
take place between 2:30 pm – 7:00 pm. 

GCSE Pod – providing revision support 

Over the next couple of weeks Year 11 students 
will be engaged in “Ace your Exams’ sessions to 
assist them in preparing for their GCSE exams. We 
have also previously highlighted a study facility 
called ‘GCSE Pod’ which provides bite sized 
revision podcasts for almost all GCSE subjects. 
These podcasts are easy to view on-line or to 
download to a phone, tablet or PC. Year 11 and 
Year 10 students have already been introduced to 
this and we have strong evidence from last year’s 
cohort that demonstrates the positive impact 
regular and frequent use of GCSE Pod can have 
on student attainment in the GCSE exams. The 
table below highlights the gains made when 
students fully engage with the system and I would 
encourage all parents to talk to their children and 
encourage the use of GCSE Pod: 

 

A high-level user would be a student who at this 
stage is accessing over 100 pod’s or downloads. A 
low-level user has probably accessed less than 25 
pods.  

A Progress 8 score of +0.5 is equivalent to a 
student attaining a grade higher than would have 
been expected in half of their exams and attaining 
their expected grade in the others. Please 
encourage your children to engage with this 
resource which is free for our students to access 
and all the GCSE material is tailored to be the exact 
specification our students’ study. 

Sixth Form ARD 

The Sixth Form Academic Review Day will take 
place next Tuesday, 21st January between 2:30 pm 
and 7:00 pm. We will again operate an accelerated 
timetable so that students will still have all lessons 
scheduled for the day and enable the school to 
close at 2:00 pm. Break and lunch facilities will be 
available, and the school buses have been 
arranged to collect students at 2:00 pm. The next 
ARD will be on Thursday 30th January for Year 9. 
 
Quiz & Curry Night 
 
The PFA are holding their first event of 2020 on 
Saturday 8th February. The Annual ‘Quiz and 
Curry Night’ is always a lot of fun, enjoyable and 
very popular. Tickets are £15 and must be paid for 
in advance for catering purposes. The ticket price 
includes a choice of a chicken or vegetarian curry 
and a licensed bar will also be available. If you are 
able to get teams of between 6 and 10 friends 
together that would be great, but we can also 
cluster smaller groups or individuals into teams for 
the night’s entertainment. Please book your tickets 
in advance by email as soon as possible to: 
pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk (details of payment methods 
are included on the attached flyer). 
 
 
May God bless you and your families during the 
week ahead. 
 
Mr Sweeney - Headteacher 
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