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Weekly Newsletter

Dear Parents,  

Thank you to all the families who attended the Year 
9 Academic Review Day on Thursday and I hope 
that the meetings were informative and will assist 
students as they start to consider future curriculum 
choices as they begin their preparation for their 
GCSE courses of study.  

Sponsored Sleep Out 

 
Firstly, we have almost 50 students and staff who 
are preparing themselves for the sponsored sleep 
out tonight and on their behalf, I would like to thank 
all those who have been in a position to pledge a 
donation in advance of the event. As a group, we 
are raising money for ‘The Passage’, a charity that 
carries out some fantastic work across London 
supporting homeless people.  
 
The aim of ‘The Passage’ is to provide homeless 
people with support to transform their own lives. 
The Passage runs London’s largest voluntary 
sector resource for homeless and vulnerable 
people, helping up to 200 men and women every 
day. Our group of fundraisers will be sleeping 
rough outside in our school grounds from Friday 
evening until early on Saturday morning to raise 
both awareness and funds for the charity. Please 
consider donating to our fundraising effort, either 
via our JustGiving page (JOA Sleep-out) or through 
Parent Pay. 
 
Café Healthy Eating Promotion 
 
Our new catering providers, Accent Catering, have 
been promoting healthy eating choices through 
their menus since taking over our service provision 
last September. During the autumn term they ran a 
program allocating points to every purchase with 
the healthier options attracting more points in an 
attempt to encourage students to make healthier 
food choices. Following the promotion, Accent 
have been able to identify the 5 students who made 

the healthiest food selections during the autumn 
term and I am delighted to announce that the 
following students will each receive a voucher to 
the value of £10 in recognition: Ciaran Heaney (7 
Clare), Alfie Haywood Crouch (8 Clare), Fatima 
Amorim Costa (9 Bede), Sean Duncan (10 Bede) 
and Nicole Singh (11 Bede). The vouchers will be 
distributed to the students next week. 
 
Safe Travel Advice 
 
We have been made aware by several parents, the 
transport and local police services that there has 
been a growing number of petty crimes recently, 
either on local train services or around train 
stations. Often this happens through the theft of 
mobile phones after a stranger has approached a 
young person of school age and simply asked for 
the time. However, when the child takes out their 
mobile phone to check the time, they are 
threatened, and the phone is stolen. Please speak 
to your children about the awareness of this type of 
crime and always keep mobiles out of view when 
travelling. The Transport Police do provide a text 
number to report any crime or incident on their 
network which would be useful for students to have 
loaded on to their phones just in case they should 
ever need it: Text 61016 
 
Quiz & Curry Night 
 
Please remember that the PFA are holding their 
annual ‘Quiz and Curry Night’ on Saturday 8th 
February. This is always a lot of fun, enjoyable and 
very popular. Tickets are £15 and must be paid for 
in advance for catering purposes. The ticket price 
includes a choice of a chicken or vegetarian curry 
and a licensed bar will also be available. If you are 
able to get teams of between 6 and 10 friends 
together that would be great, but we can also 
cluster smaller groups or individuals into teams for 
the night’s entertainment. Please book your tickets 
in advance by email as soon as possible to: 
pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk (details of payment methods 
are included on the attached flyer). 
 
Wishing you every blessing for the week ahead. 
 
Mr Sweeney - Headteacher 
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