
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Weekly Newsletter Number 19 – 8th February 2019 – Week B 
Next week (Monday 11th February 2019) is Week A 

Dear Parents, 
 
I was delighted to receive a letter from ‘The Mill End Community Trust’ earlier this week thanking the school for our continued support 
for their work and in particular the Rickmansworth Foodbank Project. Over the past term, students from Years 10 & 11 have made 
regular collections and subsequent donations that have enabled the Trust to provide over 1000 families and individuals with 3 days’ 
worth of non-perishable foods and 80 hampers over the Christmas period for nominated families. I would like to congratulate the Year 
10 & 11 students who have made this possible with the support of Mrs Petrie in the RE department, and of course any family who 
has donated items for the foodbank. Your generosity has made a significant difference to the quality of life for many families in our 
local community, thank you. 
 
I have been made aware that on more than one occasion recently, parents have experienced difficulty when using or attempting to 
top-up accounts on Parent Pay. Unfortunately, these have been beyond our control and caused by downtime issues with the Parent 
Pay platform, however, I am sorry if this has caused any student difficulty when attempting to buy food at the tills in the school Café. 
Through discussion with Parent Pay, they have shared with us that they do experience ‘spikes’ in demand on their systems during 
periods between 8:30 – 10:00 am, and usually on a Monday or Tuesday morning when student balances are running low and require 
topping up. It is possible to set up an email notification through your Parent pay account when a child’s balance drops below a certain 
amount. Doing this could avoid last minute rushes to add money to an account. Alternatively, topping up accounts the evening before 
or at the end of a week on a Friday evening would also alleviate potential issues on a Monday morning.  
 
In recent weeks I have received a number of complaints from local residents, particularly those who live in ‘The Cloisters’ opposite 
the school, regarding inconsiderate parking where exits and driveways are blocked. There has also been one situation where a 
resident sent photographs of the damage a parked car created to their property and when the resident challenged the parent, that 
parent became abusive towards the resident. This is obviously just not acceptable. We are very fortunate to have maintained very 
positive relationships with our neighbours for many years and the school has, and continues to be, an integral part of the local 
community. With that also comes a responsibility to be considerate towards others who also reside within that community. Please 
avoid parking in ‘The Cloisters’, there are several public car parks close to the school which are within easy walking distance for 
students. 
 
Our Year 10 Academic Review took place on Thursday and I hope that both parents and students found it very useful and identified 
key areas to focus upon over the remainder of this academic year. 
 
There is an important information evening for Year 9 students and their parents on Tuesday 12th February to assist you and your 
children to understand the new GCSE qualifications and the curriculum opportunities. Please check the information sent out from Mr 
Woollatt to ensure you arrive at the correct time for your child’s tutor group as this will help you get the most out of the evening. 
 
Year 7 students held a MUFTI day today, raising funds for Udayan, and to support our group of Year 13 students who depart for 
Udayan on Saturday 9th February. I would also like to thank all students and their families who have donated items for the group to 
take to Udayan to present as gifts to the children at the home. Please remember you can learn more about the facility and mission 
at Udayan, get to know our students and staff who are travelling there this year, and receive daily updates of their experiences via 
the following web link: 
http://www.joa-udayan.co.uk 

 
The PFA have organised another ‘Ladies Fashion Show’ to include a ‘Pop-up Shop’ on Thursday 28th March.  Doors will open at              
6:30 pm with the show starting at 7:30 pm and tickets are on sale now at £5 per entrant for adults and for our students (age 14+) 
tickets are half price at £2.50.  Please see the attached flyer for full details. 
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Tickets for PFA events can now be purchased via our new online system.  This new platform highlights information about events, 
fundraising targets (the PFA target this year is £20k), where helpers are needed, how to donate, news, links to the PFA’s social media 
platforms and more.  Link https://www.pta-events.co.uk/pfajoa/index.cfm#.XFyLx6SnzDv 
 
Finally, the PFA have arranged a second hand uniform sale which will take place on Wednesday 13th February by the student 
reception area from 3:30 pm until 4:30 pm.  All items are to be charged by a donation of choice.  The items are all in great condition 
and the money raised will support the PFA fundraising. 
 

With best wishes for the week ahead.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

   
Mr P Sweeney  
Headteacher  
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