
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Weekly Newsletter Number 2 – 14th September 2018 – Week B 
Next week (Monday 17th September 2018) is Week A 

Dear Parents, 
 
The students have settled in very well to the new term and the attitude in the classrooms I have visited and around 
the school has been very positive. It is important that you reinforce the message we have been giving to all 
students that they ensure the work completed now is to the best of their ability as this will help lay the foundations 
for success later in this academic year or future years. It was a delight to meet many parents at two information 
events for our students who are just embarking on their GCSE and A Level courses this week. The information 
provided by senior staff and curriculum leaders provided key strategies to ensure your child has the best possible 
chance of success and meet the challenging demands of the new exam courses students will study. Presentation 
slides and information from both evenings should now be available on the school Learning Portal which can be 
accessed via the school website. A further information evening for parents of Year 11 students will take place on 
Monday 17th September.  
 
Families and students in Year 7 and any other families new to our school are invited to celebrate their induction into 
St Joan’s with a mass of dedication on Tuesday 18th September, which will begin at 7:00 pm in the main school 
hall.  
 
 
 
Catenian National Public ~ Speaking Competition 
 
On Sunday 9th September, Sophia McDonnell from Year 13 represented the school at 
the National Finals of the Catenian Public Speaking Competition in Manchester. 
Sophia’s presentation was of a very high quality and received very positive feedback 
from the adjudicators but unfortunately, she was not placed in the top 3 this time. 
Reaching the final in itself was a fantastic achievement and I know that she gained a 
lot from the experience and we are very proud of her success. 
 

 

Our Prospective Parents Evening takes place at 6:00 pm on Thursday 4th October. To help prepare for this major 
school event there will be an accelerated timetable to ensure students still get access to all their lessons and lunch 
before an early closure at 2:00 pm. For parents new to the school, we use an accelerated timetable to ensure all 5 
lessons for that day are still covered in slightly shorter (45 minute) lessons and a full lunch service will be available. 
The school buses have been notified of this change and Peter Reynolds buses will collect students at the earlier 
time. All students are expected to be available to help at Open Evening either by giving tours to parents (usually by 
Sixth Form, Year 11 or Year 10 students) or by working in designated subject areas. The following morning, Friday 
5th October is an ‘Open Morning’ where parents can view the school, as it would be as close to a normal working 
day as possible. All KS3 students (Year 7, 8 and 9) are required to be in school as normal in full school uniform. 
Year 10, 11 and Sixth Form students are not required to be in school although some may be requested to help with 
tours for parents or to participate in specific ‘Master Classes’ for their subject and they will be notified individually. 
The remainder of the Year 10, 11 and Sixth Form students will have an academic study day. Teachers will either 
set work in advance or use ‘Show My Homework’ to post information on work to be undertaken. School will close 
after ‘Open Morning’ has finished at 12:30 pm to facilitate staff training (the Café will be open before school and at 
break but not for lunch service). Once again, the Peter Reynolds bus service will collect at the earlier time. 
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Summer 2018 End of Year Reports 
 
At the end of the last summer term, end of year reports were issued for all students and instructions sent to parents on 
how to access and interpret these reports. From our data base we have noticed that there are at least 40 students in 
Years 8-13 whose parents have not yet viewed their end of year report on ‘Go4Schools’ (G4S). These reports highlight 
past progress, areas of success and how to help support future progress. They form an important part of our home 
school communication process to keep parents and students informed of academic progress. To access these reports, 
you need to login to the parent/guardian area on the G4S website which is accessible via the school website. Once 
logged in, you will need to scroll down to the bottom of the home page. Here you will find the most recent reports for 
your child. To view the report, click 'view report' to access a PDF document of the report itself. If you are having 
difficulties logging into G4S please email: data@joa.herts.sch.uk 
 

 
 

 
 
PFA Comedy Night – Saturday 13th October 
 
The first major event of the year organised by the PFA will be their annual ‘Comedy 
Night’ on Saturday 13th October. The Comedy Night is always an excellent and 
popular event so tickets do sell out fast. Tickets are priced at £12 pp. Please see 
the details on the attached flyer and also visit the PFA Facebook page for more 
details and information.  
www.facebook.com/joa.pfa 
 
 
 
 
 

Half term – October 2018 
 
I would like to draw to your attention (if you are not already aware) that due to the non-alignment of half term holiday 
dates across Hertfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Harrow, Hillingdon and Pinner, a significant proportion of our students and 
their families will potentially face having different holiday periods for children in Primary and Secondary Schools as half 
term holidays do not coincide. This is something we were aware of when we set our term and holiday dates, but it was 
impossible to accommodate all the variations of the Local Authorities in which our students reside, and the final decision 
was taken so that our holiday window mirrored that of Hertfordshire. We are sorry for any inconvenience this may cause 
but it is a situation that is beyond our control. 
 
With best wishes and blessings for the week ahead. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

   
Mr P Sweeney  
Headteacher  
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