
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Weekly Newsletter Number 20 – 15th February 2019 – Week A 
First week back after half-term break (Monday 25th February 2019) is Week B 

Dear Parents, 
 
Our group of Year 13 students have safely arrived in Udayan, despite a cancellation and delay to their travel schedule. 
Deacon Liam has already shared several short videos about Udayan and the experiences of our students over the first 
few days there, with the school community through our assemblies this week. It is wonderful to see a first hand account 
of where and how the money St Joan’s raises to support Udayan throughout the year is being put to such good effect. 
Remember you can keep up to date with the daily events of our group and the children at Udayan via this web link: 
http://www.joa-udayan.co.uk 
 
I hope that all the parents and students from Year 9 who attended our GCSE Information Evening on Tuesday found this 
a very useful forum to discuss subject choices for next year. From the feedback I have already received I know that 
many of you valued the opportunity to speak directly with subject teachers. Please remember that the deadline for 
completing the Course Option forms that have been sent out electronically is immediately after half term. 
 
When we return after half term, our first week back in school is also our designated ‘Feeling Good Week’ which will link 
into one of our key focuses for this year, which is to promote student and staff wellbeing. Mrs Bowden and a team of 
staff have prepared a range of events that will support this theme. One focus will be to revisit previous information and 
awareness events we have held and reinforce the importance to stay safe online, which includes how to moderate the 
amount, frequency and timings of our online activity. The theme for the global safer internet day this year was, ‘Together 
for a better internet’ and they highlighted that everyone has their part to play in this, especially parents, children and 
educators. This year, the UK Safer Internet Centre is particularly focusing on how consent works in an online context 
and exploring how young people ask, give, and receive consent online. This could be in their friendships or relationships, 
how they take and share images and videos or how they manage their privacy and data. They encourage you as parents 
to consider initiating conversations and listening to your children’s understanding of online consent, which will have a 
positive impact on all of your family’s online experiences.  
 
On Friday afternoon, a group of 80 Year 8 and Year 9 students will depart for Austria to enjoy a week’s skiing and we 
wish them a safe journey and a rewarding experience. On Thursday of this week we also had a group of Sixth Form 
students depart for a Politics educational visit to Washington. We hope that all of the students have an enjoyable and 
rewarding experience on these visits. 
 
Thursday 7th March is ‘World Book Day’ and we are looking forward to celebrating this event with a range of activities 

across the school.  Miss O’Hagan has issued a separate letter giving details of all the activities, but some highlights are: 

 

 Every child will receive a £1 ‘World Book Day’ book token that can either be exchanged for a special £1 ‘World 
Book Day’ book or used to get £1 off any book costing £2.99 or more. You can find out more about these books 
at https://www.worldbookday.com/books/  

 

 The events of the day will support ‘Read For Good’, a charity that funds reading material and sessions for 
children in hospitals. You can find out more about the charity here: https://readforgood.org/donate-to-give-
books-to-children-in-hospital/ 

 

 At lunchtime on Thursday 7th March, we will be holding a ‘Blind Date with a Book’ sale where students can 
come and purchase a book based on a few clues rather than judging the book by its cover. All books will be on 
sale for 50p, with the proceeds also going to ‘Read For Good’. We would like to appeal for donations to help us 
run our sale with a good variety of books.  If you have any unwanted books at home, please send these in to 
the English department where they will be gratefully received. Please bring in any book donations by Monday 
4th March. 
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The Year 7 Academic Review will take place on Wednesday 27th February and will necessitate an early closure at               
2:00 pm. For parents in Year 7 who are new to the school, these meetings are very different to the parent meetings you 
will probably have experienced when your child was in Primary School. Students will make appointments to meet with 
each of their subject teachers and where necessary their Form Tutor and / or Learning Coordinator. Please be aware 
that as you may need to see between 8 to 10 different members of staff, individual appointments are only scheduled for 
5 -10 minutes per child. If you find your discussions would take longer than this, then the member of staff will request 
that you make a follow up appointment on another day, when the member of staff can talk with you in greater depth. 
 
Wishing you all a very peaceful half term break. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

   
Mr P Sweeney  
Headteacher  
 

 
 
 
 
 


