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Weekly Newsletter

Sleep Out 

I would like to begin the newsletter this week by 
congratulating the 59 students and 6 staff who 
participated in our sponsored sleep out last Friday.  
We were blessed that the 
weather was not as cold 
as it was first forecast and 
although many students 
preferred to treat it as a 
‘stay awake’ event rather 
than a ‘sleep out’, the 
most important thing is 
they have had an 
experience of what life 
can be like for homeless 
people and in so doing 
have raised well over 
£3,500 for ‘The Passage’. 
On their behalf, I would like to thank everyone for 
your donations to this event, either via (JOA Sleep-
out) or through Parent Pay. 
 
Quiz & Curry Night & Fundraising 
 
Good luck to all the teams who are participating in 
the PFA ‘Quiz and Curry Night’ this Saturday 8th 
February. There are a few spaces still available so 
please let the PFA know if you intend on joining 
them so they can ensure catering and materials are 
ready for you on the night. Please email the PFA 
on, pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk as soon as possible. 
 

 
 
If you are unable to attend one of the many PFA 
events during the course of the year, another easy 
and cost-effective way to help raise money for the 
PFA and the school is through your regular online 
shopping. By using the ‘Easyfundraising’ website, 
every time you make an online purchase, the school 
receives a donation. It is an easily accessible website 
where you can help raise funds simply by doing your 
everyday online shopping. There are over 3,300 big 
name retailers included, such as Amazon, Argos, 
John Lewis, ASOS, eBay, Boden and M&S. Every 

time you shop, we receive a small donation to say 
‘thank you!’ It’s completely free and over £20M has 

been raised for causes just like ours so far. Obviously 
we would like to generate as much income as 
possible to benefit all our students, so please 
consider signing up if you have not already done so 
at Easyfundraising Please see attached flyer for a 
quick start guide. 
 

KS4 Information Evening for Year 9 
 
This will take place next Tuesday evening (11th 
February) between 6:00pm - 8:00pm.  All students 
and parents are invited to attend from 6pm and visit 
classrooms across the school where subject 
teachers will be sharing information about the 
courses offered in Year 10 and 11 to help students 
prepare for the higher demands of the GCSE 
curriculum.  A guide sheet indicating where each 
subject area will be located will be provided. Each 
tutor group has been specified a timeslot in the gym 
where Mr Woollatt will provide a presentation on 
course choices, the options selection timeframe 
and considerations when making choices.  
Students in Frances, More, Theresa and Ward 
should ensure they visit subject areas of interest 
prior to their respective presentation time.  During 
recent PSHEE sessions and assemblies, Year 9 
students have been guided towards how to make 
effective options decisions. 
 
Sixth Form Charity Cycle Ride 
 
I was delighted to hear that we have 6 intrepid Sixth 
Form students who are undertaking a 100-mile 
cycle ride around the County of Donegal ending at 
the Malin Head, which is the most northerly point of 
Ireland having ridden through the stunning National 
Park of Glenveagh. The students have paid for all 
their own expenses and even persuaded a local 
cycle company to loan them bikes for the event at 
no cost.  The charity ride takes place during 
half term and they are raising money for the Peace 
Hospice Charity. Please consider making a 
donation to support the work of this fantastic 
Charity via our students fundraising page. 
 
Wishing you every blessing for the week ahead. 
Mr Sweeney - Headteacher 
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