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Weekly Newsletter

Dear Parents, 
  
I would like to start this week with a little more 
context to the letter issued to all parents of the 
school on Wednesday regarding the steps we had 
taken to ensure the safety of your children and staff 
at school. We took action after receiving 
information from a concerned parent who had been 
made aware, and was rightly concerned, that some 
students in Year 7 had experimented with making 
up ‘weapons’ using highlighter pens and either the 
points from compasses or broken pieces from 
pencil sharpeners. We took the decision to conduct 
a search of all year 7 students in order to ascertain 
the scale of the issue we were dealing with. A small 
number of students, less than 10, were found to 
have tampered with highlighter pens or attempted 
to construct some form of improvised device. This 
is also something that has been circulating on 
social media platforms in recent weeks. All of those 
involved and their parents have since had meetings 
with senior staff and had appropriate sanctions 
imposed upon them. As a result, I am confident that 
the action we have taken has not only ensured this 
did not spread across the year group or school as 
first feared, but we have also sent a clear message 
to students that this behaviour is unacceptable and 
incompatible with the expectations we have of 
students at St Joan of Arc. 
 

The letter was sent to all parents as we were aware 
that if we did not issue a statement to parents, 
many of those who have children in Year 7 would 
have questioned why their child had been searched 
at school without notification from the school. We 
are aware that local media, including the Watford 
Observer, have published details of the letter. I 
would like to make clear that contrary to their 
published article, at no time did the Watford 
Observer contact the school for comment and as a 
consequence, although having published the letter 
in its entirety, they have missed the main thrust of 
the letter which was to explain the actions the 
school has taken to ensure we are able to maintain 
the safety of all those who attend St Joan of Arc, 
rather than simply focussing on a headline of the 
banning of scissors at a school. 
 

I would like to thank the many parents who have 
contacted the school or demonstrated their support 

via social media for the actions we have taken to 
ensure St Joan’s is, and remains, a safe 
environment for students and staff. 
 

Ash Wednesday & Lent Activities  

On the first Wednesday after half term (26th 
February) we will celebrate Ash Wednesday as a 
school community in the traditional manner with the 
distribution of Ashes. Year 7 and 8 students will 
attend services at Our Lady Help of Christian’s 
Church in Rickmansworth, and I would like to thank 
Fr Shaun for facilitating this for us. All other 
students will receive Ashes during services held in 
school, most of which will coincide with their 
timetabled RE lessons.  
 
After the half-term break Deacon Liam will be 
sending parents details outlining our Lenten 
Activities and ways in which you and your family 
can engage in this period of preparation in 
readiness for the celebration of Easter. You might 
consider taking up the ’40 Day Challenge’; the 
‘Digital Detox’; supporting ‘CLIC Sargent’; or 
donating to a ‘Food Bank’. We hope both you and 
your families are able to commit by engaging with 
at least one of the many ways we can all participate 
and support our Lenten campaign. 
 

Staffing update 

At any given time during the course of an academic 
year, there will be times when members of staff are 
absent from school due to illness or other reasons, 
just as a student may also be absent from school 
for either a short or prolonged period of time. At 
these times we will always ensure that we have 
appropriate staffing cover to enable students to 
continue with their learning and we would expect all 
students to support any alternative teacher they 
may have, just as they would their timetabled 
member of staff. Sometimes, when members of 
staff are absent for a prolonged period of time, 
misinformation can be spread as to the reason for 
that absence. In order to respect their privacy, I do 
not usually distribute information about particular 
members of staff unless it is absolutely essential. 
However, following a conversation with Miss Devlin 
(Assistant Headteacher and Teacher of History), it 
has come to our attention that information relating 

https://www.clicsargent.org.uk/
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to her absence is not completely accurate and 
therefore with her permission, she asked me to 
pass on the following information. Miss Devlin had 
a significant operation prior to Christmas that 
requires a long period of recuperation and she is 
also undergoing treatment for cancer. However, 
the consultants, Miss Devlin and ourselves are 
anticipating that she should recover given time and 
we anticipate welcoming her back to school at 
some point in the future. Currently she is 
progressing well with her treatment and Miss 
Devlin has asked me to pass on her thanks and 
appreciation for the messages of support she has 
received and the prayers that have been offered. 
Please keep Miss Devlin and all members of our 
community who are undergoing treatment, or who 
are sick or those who have suffered recent 
bereavements in your prayers in the weeks ahead. 

Year 13 and Y11 PPEs 

Shortly after we return from the half term break, our 
Year 13 and Year 11 students will take their final 
set of practice examinations prior to their actual A 
Level and GCSE’s later this summer. These Pre-
Public Exams, (PPEs) will start in the second week 
back after half term. Year 13 will begin on Monday 
2nd March whilst Year 11 will start on Wednesday 
4th March. Timetables have been issued to 
students and revision sessions in school have been 
ongoing for some time. These exams are a vital 
stage in the preparation for the public examinations 
and provide an opportunity for students to evidence 
progress made from the Trial exams last Autumn 
and identify areas of development that still require 
attention before the real exams take place later this 
year. Please remember there are a range of 
support materials available for all subjects via the 
school intranet and learning platforms that the 
school provides for the students such as GCSE 
Pod. 
 
Year 9 GCSE Information Evening 
 

I hope that all the parents and students from Year 
9 who attended our GCSE Information Evening on 
Tuesday found this a very useful forum to discuss 
subject choices for next year. From the feedback I 
have already received I know that many of you 
valued the opportunity to speak directly with 
subject teachers. Please remember that the 
deadline for completing the Course Option forms 
that have been sent out electronically is 

immediately after half term. 
 

Sixth Form Charity Cycle Ride 
 

Please remember our 6 intrepid Sixth Form 
students who are undertaking a 100-mile cycle ride 
around the County of Donegal over half term. They 
are raising money for the Peace Hospice Charity 
and I would ask you to consider (if you have not 
already done so) making a donation to support the 
charity via the students fundraising page. Good 
luck and best wishes to Joe, Ciara, Seb, Grace, 
Katie and Eoin – I hope the weather and the wind 
are kind to you. 
 
Year 10 ARD 

Please be aware that the Academic Review day for 
Year 10 students and parents will take place on 
Thursday 27th February. This will be an accelerated 
day to facilitate the ARD with school ending at 2:00 
pm to allow the ARD to take place from 2:30 to 7:00 
pm. 

World Book Day 2020  

Following the success of last year’s celebrations, 

this year the school will be celebrating World Book 

Day on Thursday 5th March.  All students are 

invited to come to school dressed as their favourite 

book character. The costumes can be as simple or 

as elaborate as you like and we would like to 

encourage participants to be creative in putting 

their costumes together and where possible, 

students should bring in a copy of the book that 

their character features in. Miss O’Hagan has 

highlighted other ways of supporting WBD and 

events taking place in school to help celebrate 

WBD in her letter to families earlier this term. 

Inset Day – Monday 24th February 

Please remember that the first Monday after half 

term is a staff training day and students are not 

required to attend school. They should return to 

school on Tuesday 25th February. 

Wishing you every blessing for the half term week 
ahead. 
 
Mr Sweeney 

https://www.peacehospicecare.org.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/irelandcharitycycle

