
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Weekly Newsletter Number 22 – 8th March 2019 – Week A 
Next week (Monday 11th March 2019) is Week B 

Dear Parents, 
 
This week saw the transition into LENT on Ash Wednesday, a season that calls us to look inward and prepare ourselves 
for Easter. During Lent there are three main disciplines promoted by our faith: that of fasting, almsgiving and prayer. In 
fasting, we discipline ourselves to do without that which we don't need. In almsgiving, we are encouraged to undertake 
charitable acts, and this Lent our students are focusing on a specific project for Udayan, details of which are given 
below. The great paradox of charity is that as we help others, we begin to feel better about ourselves. The third 
discipline of Lent invites us all to participate, even if we may not be in a position to fast or fundraise, we can all pray and 
undertake prayerful acts. Dcn Liam has prepared a ‘Lent 40’ challenge for our students, but he also invites our wider 
community to participate as we prepare ourselves for the joy and celebrations of Easter. A copy of the ‘Lent 40’ is 
attached to this week’s newsletter. 
 
You will be aware that in February 2019 students and staff from St Joan of Arc Catholic School visited Udayan in India, 
the home for 300 children affected by leprosy from all over West Bengal. They are now living the childhood they 
deserve, in a loving home, getting an education. All of these children are homed at Udayan so that they too can have a 
safe childhood, get educated, and break free from the poverty that living 'at home' would trap them in. The children who 
live at Udayan go on to become nurses, mechanics, police officers and a range of other vocations and professions that 
enable them to support their whole family, even whole communities, attain a better quality of life. They all want to make 
a difference and help others! On the whole, the children of Udayan are safe. However, in the last monsoon season a 
large section of their perimeter wall surrounding the girls’ accommodation collapsed. Therefore, this Lent the students of 
St Joan’s are fundraising to protect these children by helping to rebuild the wall. Our students and the pupils at St John’s 
Catholic Primary School in Mill End will be fundraising in a range of ways (8 Bede will be attempting to walk 1 MILLION 
steps during Lent and Dcn Liam is only eating one meal a day are two examples) to help rebuild the wall at Udayan. 
Please help if you can, however much you can give is appreciated. Please follow the link below to donate and read more 
about the project. 

UDAYAN - Donate to 'Help Rebuild the Wall' 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday saw World Book Day arrive at St Joan’s and I would like to thank the vast number of students – and staff – 
who dressed up as a book character to support the event and the ‘Read For Good’ charity. The book sale was a great 
success and once again I would like to thank all those parents who donated books to the school for this. As we have had 
so many books donated, we are looking to provide additional opportunities next week for students to obtain books. 
Information about this will be provided via the tutor groups but it will help if students have a small amount of money on 
them to donate to the charity in exchange for a book. A love of reading is one of the greatest gifts we can give our 
children. It deepens their vocabulary, understanding and provides both enjoyment and relaxation to support our well-
being.  ParentPay will remain open for any further donations but so far the figure raised is a fantastic £650. 
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The PFA are seeking volunteers this Saturday morning (9th March) to help tidy up the moat and island area of the school. 
If you are available between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm (even if you can only spare an hour), your help and assistance would 
be greatly appreciated. They are planning to cut back overgrown shrubs, clear leaves and remove debris from the moat. 
If you are able to help and have any useful tools that would help with the tidy up, please bring them along. Please also 
remember the next PFA event is a ‘Fashion Show’ that includes a ‘Pop-up Shop’ and takes place on Thursday 28th 
March at 7:00 pm. Doors will open at 6:30 pm and tickets are available at £5 for an adult and £2.50 for a student.  
 
A group of 27 students participated in the ‘Watford Speech and Drama Festival’ last Sunday at the Watersmeet Theatre. 
The students presented a range of performances that had been devised and rehearsed as part of our Drama Club. From 
a very strong field of performers, several of our groups were awarded either a distinction or special merit for their work. I 
would like to congratulate all those who participated gaining a second place, third place and two fourth place awards, 
well done to everyone involved. 
 
On Tuesday evening this week, our Music Department hosted an excellent 
‘Battle of the Bands’ competition, the quality of which just gets better every 
year. Bands from Year 7 through to Year 11 and the Sixth Form performed to 
a packed audience for this year’s title, voted for by the live audience on the 
evening. Congratulations to everyone who participated, but special 
congratulations must go to Ellie Creedon, Courtney Vieira, Matthew Barham, 
Samuel Cowan and Jed Gawan who make up ‘Backstories’ and are the 2019 
Battle of the Bands winners. 
 
Next week in school, as well as the Year 11 students continuing with their ‘Pre Public Exams’, the remainder of the 
school will be engaging in our annual ‘Maths Week Challenge’. Miss Fish has prepared lots of challenges and events so 
please encourage your child to take part. All the daily challenges (and eventually the solutions) will be available via the 
school learning platform - so there is no reason why parents cannot have a go as well! 
 
Next Thursday our Year 12 students will have the opportunity to attend a UCAS Exhibition at Brunel University to assist 
them with the decision-making process for degree level courses in the future. Representatives from the UK’s leading 
Universities will provide information about their particular University; the unique qualities of each; course opportunities 
and entry requirements. 
 
Finally, I would also like to congratulate our Year 12 students who either prepared for or participated in the annual 
‘Catenian Public Speaking Competition’, which was held at St Dominic’s Sixth Form College earlier this week. Lucy 
Nash delivered an inspiring speech on ‘Climate Change’ and Caitlin Grimes gave an equally inspiring speech on 
‘Education makes us what we are’. 
 
With best wishes for the week ahead.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

   
Mr P Sweeney  
Headteacher  
 

 
 
 
 
 


