
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Weekly Newsletter Number 23 – 15th March 2019 – Week B 
Next week (Monday 18th March 2019) is Week A 

Dear Parents, 
 
Our Year 11 and Year 13 students have now completed their Pre-Public Examination’s (PPEs) in preparation for their 
final GCSE and A level exams later this year. I would like to congratulate them on the attitude and effort they have 
shown towards these progress examinations and urge them all to continue their focus through to the end of the period in 
June. This is an important stage in the process of preparing for their final public examinations and the outcomes from 
these PPEs will help identify key areas of focus in the final weeks ahead, to ensure they are successful later this 
summer. I would also like to remind parents that the Sixth Form Common Room is available for all Year 11 students to 
use for study every day after school until 6:00 pm. A significant number of students make use of this facility to complete 
study and revision work that is essential at this time of their courses. We have found that students who made use of this 
facility in previous years have developed a very strong and positive work ethic towards their final exams and developed 
a good level of confidence enabling them to perform at their best in the summer. 
 
Throughout the past week students and staff have been participating in our annual ‘Maths Week Challenges’. Daily 
puzzles have been set that should (if correctly solved) lead to an overall answer at the end of the week. Every lunchtime 
this week, students have been participating for their tutor groups in the ‘Brain Buster Cup’, with the final taking place 
today. Details of the winners will be made available next week but I would like to thank all of the students and staff who 
have supported this event and all the events for Maths week. 
 
I am delighted to report how fantastic the moat and island area of the school now looks following the PFA tidy up last 
Saturday morning. A special thank you must go to the parents and students who turned up to help out, it has made a 
significant difference to the area for which I am most grateful. Much of the litter cleared from the moat was single use 
plastic bottles. We are still encouraging all students to carry a reusable water / drinking bottle or vessel into school every 
day which they can top up for free from one of the water distribution points that have been installed around the school. 
The amount of recycling being collected by the local council from the school has increased significantly since we started 
this campaign in September, but I am sure we can still do more to reduce the volume of single use plastics that are still 
being used around the school.  
 
I have been asked by the PFA to remind you of their next event, which is a ‘Fashion Show’ and takes place on Thursday 
28th March at 7:00 pm including a ‘Pop-up Shop’. Doors will open at 6:30 pm and tickets are still available at £5 for an 
adult and £2.50 for a student.  
 
Our next Academic Review Day is for Year 8 students and their parents and will take place on Tuesday 26th March. As 
with all previous ARD’s, Tuesday will be an accelerated day with school closing at 2:00 pm to facilitate the event. 
 
I would encourage you all to “follow” and “like” our new ‘Careers Information’ platforms. You can find lots of advice and 
opportunities that are appropriate for students from Year 7 through to Year 13 via ‘Instagram’ on ‘joa_futures’ and this 
‘Facebook’ link:  https://www.facebook.com/JOA_Futures-301019077258436/  Through these platforms you will find 
regular and up to date news and insight for the many options, information events and choices available to our students.   
 
Finally, for information, Year 11 and Year 13 students will have their official ‘End of Year Photographs’ on the morning of 
Thursday 28th March. 
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With best wishes for the week ahead.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

   
Mr P Sweeney  
Headteacher  
 

 

And please remember our Lent Charity drive ….. 

 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/Team/JOAudayan
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/Team/JOAudayan

