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Weekly Newsletter

Dear Parents,  
 
I would like to start by thanking you all for your 
support and continued understanding of the fast 
changing situation we all find ourselves in as a 
consequence of the Coronavirus pandemic.  
 
On Thursday we held a series of small assemblies 
with students in Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 with tutors 
speaking with Years 7, 8 and 9 to explain the 
situation regarding the closure of schools, the 
provision for continuing education for children of 
Key Workers, and the removal of GCSE and A 
Level examinations. I wish to share with you that 
our experience over the past two days is that the 
students have once again risen to the challenge 
and demonstrated a sensible, optimistic and 
cheerful response despite all the current 
uncertainty. They are a credit to themselves, you 
their families and to the school. However, we also 
know that there are a number of students who will 
struggle with the impact of all that is going on and 
we will do all we can to continue supporting them 
over the coming weeks.  
 
As from Monday 23rd March, the majority of our 
students will embark on home learning with details 
and updates posted by teachers on SMH. We have 
asked Form Tutors to maintain contact through 
Google Classroom and emails to their tutor group.  
 
I would also like to thank all the Key Workers (now 
defined as Critical Workers) who have responded 
to our proposal for in-school education provision 
over the coming weeks. If you have not already 
done so, or you now identify in this category 
following the updated guidance from the 
government, please do so as soon as possible to 
assist us in our planning. Please note that even if 
your child does qualify, you are under no obligation 
to take up the provision. 
  
For those children who will be attending school, it 
is our intention, that they will be expected to come 
in school uniform and the school day will run as for 
an accelerated day, ending at 2:00pm. The children 
will be provided with facilities to cover the same 
material as has been set for students who are 
learning at home and whilst a teacher will be 

present, we cannot guarantee that there will be a 
subject specialist available. They will also have the 
opportunity to engage with a creative and / or 
physical activity and so bringing some sports kit will 
also be useful. The school Café will remain open 
albeit with a limited menu. For morning registration, 
students in Years 7, 8 & 9 should meet in the Café 
and Years 10,11, 12 or 13 in the Sixth Form block.  
  
We are exploring how we can extend this offer to 
cover the holiday period and we will provide details 
of this early next week.   
 
Message from Cardinal Vincent Nichols 

In response to the Coronavirus pandemic, so many 
aspects of our lives must change. This includes the 
ways in which we publicly express our faith.  It is 
very clear that, following official advice and in order 
to keep each other safe, save lives and support the 
NHS, at this time we must not gather for public acts 
of worship in our churches.  This will begin from 
Friday evening, 20th March 2020, until further 
notice. Our churches will remain open. They are 
not closing. They will be a focal point of prayer, 
where you will find solace and strength.  In visiting 
our churches at this time, we will observe with great 
care the practices of hygiene and the guidance on 
social distancing. However, the celebration of 
Mass, Sunday by Sunday and day by day, will take 
place without a public congregation. Knowing that 
the Mass is being celebrated; joining in spiritually 
in that celebration; watching the live-streaming of 
the Mass; following its prayers at home; making an 
act of spiritual communion: this is how we share in 
the Sacrifice of Christ in these days. These are the 
ways in which we will sanctify Sunday, and indeed 
every day. We want everyone to understand that in 
these emergency circumstances, and for as long 
as they last, the obligation to attend Mass on 
Sundays and Holy Days is removed. This is, 
without doubt, the teaching of the Church 
(Catechism of the Catholic Church 2181). This 
pandemic is the 'serious reason' why this obligation 
does not apply at this time.    
 
Wishing you every blessing for the week ahead. 
 
Mr Sweeney - Headteacher 


