
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Weekly Newsletter Number 27 – 26th April 2019 – Week B 
Next week (Monday 29th April 2019) is Week A 

 
Dear Parents,  
 
I hope that you and your families had a peaceful and joyful Easter break. The students have returned in a very positive 
manner, ready to face the many different challenges in the term ahead for all our students. Senior students in Year 11 
and Year 13 are preparing for their public examinations at GCSE and A Level and it is vital that they remain focused as 
they ‘approach the finish line’ and maintain the excellent effort we have seen throughout the year to date.  
 
Whilst this is an important time for our senior students in terms of external exams, all other students will also be working 
towards end of year assessments that will have an impact on classes, sets or options available to them next year. It is 
therefore essential that starting with the basics, students remain focused on achieving their best both in and out of the 
classroom throughout the summer term. It is always a time when we welcome many visitors to St Joan’s, including the 
new entrants for next September and the impression made on these visitors will be very important in maintaining the 
outstanding reputation the school holds within the community. 
 
All Saints Catholic Academy Trust 
 
Following my announcement in my previous weekly letter regarding the development of the All Saints Catholic Academy 
Trust (ASCAT), I am delighted to confirm that the Minister for Education (Damian Hinds) has granted permission and as 
of 1st May for Divine Saviour Catholic Primary School, Holy Rood Catholic Primary School and St John’s Catholic 
Primary School, will join St Joan of Arc as part of the All Saints Catholic Academy Trust. 
 
ASCAT has already been working with all four schools to identify areas for development and collaboration to ensure all 
the students who attend our schools receive the high- quality Catholic education they deserve. The core aims of the 
Trust are to ensure that every school has the finance required to deliver the high quality education we desire for our 
students; we are able to recruit and retain the best teachers; and provide the professional development required to 
ensure all students across the Trust schools have access to a curriculum and wider enrichment experiences that will 
develop their God given talents to the full. During the coming term, the Trust will provide further details of governance 
and leadership of ASCAT which will also be available via the Trust website: www.ascatonline.co.uk 
 
Rev James Stevens – Udayan Founder 
 
It was with great sadness that we received the news that James Stevens, who was the inspiration behind Udayan, 
passed away recently after a short illness. In fact James died in the early hours of Easter Sunday morning, which in 
some ways seems appropriate and fitting for the founder of Udayan, which when translated means, ‘Resurrection’. It 
was in March 1970 that James Stevens, borrowed a truck from Mother Teresa and set out into the Kolkata slums to 
rescue some of the children of leprosy sufferers. On that first night James Stevens took back to Udayan a mere eleven 
children. Today Udayan provides for the needs of some 320 boys and girls. Udayan is a home for the rehabilitation of 
children of leprosy sufferers. In Bengali, Udayan means ‘resurrection’ or ‘dawn’ and for the boys and girls there, Udayan 
does indeed represent the dawn of a new life. It was a privilege to have met such an inspirational man who dedicated his 
life to serving others so they may have a better experience of life. I am also very proud of the long association we have 
had, and will continue to have with his vision for Udayan. May James rest in peace and our thoughts, prayers and 
condolences are extended to his family, friends, the children of Udayan and all who support his amazing project. 
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Duke of Edinburgh Award 
 
Yesterday (Thursday), a large group students embarked on either their Bronze or Silver expedition training, setting off 
from Wendover Wood as part of the preparation and assessment for the Duke of Edinburgh Award. They are due to 
complete several aspects of training, including treks and overnight camps which they have had to plan as part of their 
assessment, and we wish them every success. 
 
Year 7 Poetry Competition 
 
Over the next two weeks, all students in Year 7 will engage in a poetry competition as part of their English curriculum. 
This will culminate on Thursday 9th May, with ‘The Battle of the Stanzas’ which will take place in the school hall from 
4:30 p.m. until 6:00 p.m.  Parents are invited to attend this event and it would be great to see as many parents as 
possible to share in their children’s creations. Please ask to talk to your child’s English teacher or Mr McKay, Head of the 
English Department, for further information. 
 
School Café 
 
I have been asked by the canteen manager to remind parents of two things. Firstly, for all parents to remember to top up 
your child’s account so that they have adequate funds to buy food at lunch and break if required. The second is directed 
to parents who have children in Year 11 and Year 13 who will be leaving the school this summer and have no siblings 
left in school that any balance on their account could be transferred to. The advice from the manager is to monitor your 
child’s account regularly and ensure that the balance is kept as low as possible, or run down, to reduce the amounts that 
will need to be reclaimed at a later date. 
 
Year 9 Academic Review Day 
 
A reminder to all parents with children in Year 9 that their academic review meetings are taking place next Thursday, 2nd 
May. As with all academic review days we will operate an accelerated timetable and school will close at 2:00 pm so that 
the parent/student interviews with staff can take place between 2:30 pm – 7:00 pm.  
 
With best wishes for the week ahead. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

   
Mr P Sweeney  
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


